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Oak  ham   ( Mass . ) 
A  n n  u a  1    rep  o  r-  t  o f  t  h e  t  o w n 
o f  f  i  c  i  a 1 s  o f  Oak  ham , 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Town  Officials 


OF 


FOR  THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  March  1,  1906, 


BARRE,  MASS.: 

MRS.   JENNIE  C.   BPOONER,   STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Town  Officials 


OF 


FOR  THE 

Financial  Year  Ending  March  1,  1900. 


BARRK,  MASS.: 

MRS.   JENNIE  C.    SPOON KR,   STEAM    HOOK   A  NO  JOB  PRIKTER. 
G A ZETTE  OFKICE. 


TOWN   OFFICERS   FOR  1905. 


TOWN    CLERK  : 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

SELECTMEN  : 

HARRY  B.  PARKER,  JOHN  P.  DAY, 

GARDNER  M.  DEAN. 

ASSESSORS  : 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD,    SYLVESTER  H.  HASKELL, 
FRANK  NYE. 

OVERSEERS  OF   THE  POOR: 

JESSE   ALLEN,  EDMUND  CODY, 

WM.  H.  PARKMAN. 

collector,  pro  tern.  : 
EDMUND  CODY. 

TREASURER : 

GEORGE  S.  BUTLER. 

CONSTABLES : 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  FRANK  P.  DEXTER, 

HENRY  W.   STONE,       WALTER  A.  WOODIS, 
GILBERT  T.  .BUTTERFIELD,  special. 
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AUDITOR  : 

WALTER  M.  ROBINSON. 

KEN<  E  VIEWEKS  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  LEWIS  N.  HASKELL, 

C.   II.  TROWBRIDGE. 


SCHOOL     COMMITTEE  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS. 

HORACE  W.  LINCOLN. 

LIBRARY    TRUSTEES ; 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,  FRANK  E.  DAVIS, 

JESSE  ALLEN. 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE  : 

JAMES  P.   FAIR  HANK.  MASON  S.  DEAN. 

JESSE  ALLEN. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OK  STREETS  : 

WILLIAM   A.  NYE. 


TREE  WARDEN  : 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 


MEASURERS  OF  Wool): 

GEORGE  S.  BUTLER,  WALTER   A.  AVOODIS. 

FRANK  CALDWELL,         BERT  BU TT E R FIELD. 
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CATTLE  INSPECTOR  : 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

sexton  : 
JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

FOREST  FIREWARD  : 

WALTER  M.  ROBINSON. 

SEALER   OK   WEKiHTS   AND  MKASIKES 

CHARLES  M.  PACKARD. 


SCHOOL  SITERINTENDKNT  : 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  financial  report  for  the 
year  ending  March  1,  1906: 

PAID   TOWN  OFFICERS. 


TOWN  CLERK. 

Paid  town  clerk,  services.  $24  60 

Express  and  postage,  9  60 


TREASURER. 


Paid  treasurer,  services,  $25  00 

Postage,  2  89 


COLLECTOR. 

Paid  collector,  services,  §75  00 

Two  collector's  books,  3  00 

Discount  on  taxes,  182  64 

Postage,  6  35 

Printing  tax  bills  and  express,  2  2.") 


334  20 


27  89 


269  24 


SELECTMEN. 

Paid  Harry  B.  Parker,  S25  00 

.John  P.  Day,  25  00 

Gardner  M.  Dean,  25  00 

Traveling  expenses,  15  99 

Postage  and  telephone,  3  34 


ASSESS*  IKS. 


Paid  S.  H.  Bullard,  S35  88 

Frank  Nye,  37  0.Ti 

S.  H.  Haskell,  25  00 

Worcester  Abstract  Co.,  7  00 


$94  33 


104  93 


OVERSEERS     OF  TOOK. 

Paid  for  support  of  paupers,  -110  81 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  24G6  28 

SUPERINTENDENT     OF  STREETS. 

Paid  for  repairing  highways  and  bridges,      81372  46 
Opening  roads,  1905,  66  52 

 —  1438  98 


INSPECTOR 


Paid  S.  H.  Bu 


CATTLE. 


29  00 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 

Paid  for  support  of  town  library, 


118  50 


AUDITOR. 


Paid  Walter  M.  Robinson, 


SI 8  00 


REGISTRARS  OF  VOTKKS. 

Paid  Harry  B.  Parker,  $8  00 

John  P.  Day,  4  00 

Gardner  M.  Dean.  4  00 

Jesse  Allen,  8  00 

Frank  S.  Conant,  4  00 


28  00 


STREET     LA  MTS. 

Paid  James  Bemis,  care,  S27  00 

Harlan  Angier,  care,  54  00 


81  00 


/ 


SEXTON. 


Paid  .1.  P.  Fairbank, 


18  25 


INSPECTOR     <>1  PROVISIONS 

Paid  S.  H.  Bullard. 

SHADE  TREES. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  tree  warden, 


34  50 


10  ()0 


STATE  AID. 


Paid  S.  Amanda  Reed. 
Horace  M.  Green, 
.loh n  E.  Stone. 
Russell  Arnold. 
Henry  Guilford, 
Julia  Guilford, 
Myron  -I.  Keuner, 
Zen  as  Tolman, 


S48  00 
3(5  00 
48  00 
36  00 

8  00 
40  00 

5  (10 
12  00 


233  00 
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SOLDIER  s  RELIEF. 

Paid  Edward  P.  Crowd.  $30  00 

Mary  A   Crowd.  10  00 


  840  00 


BOND     FOR     TUWS  OFFICERS 


Paid  O'Brien  &  Russell,  for  treasurer  and 

collector,  25  00 

FOREST     PIKE  WARDEN. 

Paid  Albert  Hapgood.  SO  52 

Ira  Stout'.  52 

Walter  Woodis,  70 

Godfrey  Lort  ndo.  87 

H.  R.  Loring,  52 

Bert  Reed.  1  05 

G.  H.  Morse.  35 

A.  C.  Morse.  53 

Robert  Dwelly,  70 

W.  H.  Billiard,  88 

  G  li4 


STATE     AND    COUNTY  TAX. 

Paid  state  tax,  8440  00 

County  tax.  385  00 


825  00 


BALLOT     CLERKS     AND  TELLERS. 


Paid  11.  S   Harwood.  81  00 

J.  V.  Fairbanks,  2  00 

0.  D.  Tottiiigham,  4  00 

A.  C.  Morse.  4  00 

AY.  A.  Bnshnell.  2  00 
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CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  care  of  cemeteries,  875  50 


HEARSE. 

Paid  H.  J.  Russell,  8525  00 

Traveling  expenses,  30  90 

  555  90 


BOARD     OK  HEALTH. 

Paid  for  supplies,  10  35  I 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  A.  L.  Pminton,  four  keys  and  luck,  SO  93 
C.  H.  Parker  &  Son.  rubber  stamp  and 

pad,  1  00 
H  K.  Barnes,  supplies  for  tire  extin- 
guisher, 6  00 
G.  T.  liulterfield,  Frank  Lareau  case,  9  GO 
Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Spooner,  printing,  30  00 
J.  P.  Fairbank,  burial  of  Henry  Guil- 
ford, 35  00 
F.  E.  Davis,  step  ladder,  cuspidors,  5  83 
Lver  Johnson    Sporting    Goods  Co., 

handcuffs,  7  12 

E.  Rosenberger,  officer's  fees,  5  39 
Perry  Wood,  supplies  for  hearse  house,  68 
John  P.  Day,  labor  on  hearse  house,  1  00 

F.  E.  Davis,  piano  tuning.  2  50 
F.  E.  Davis,  care  of  hall   and  ringing 

bell  from  March  1  to  August  20,  1905,  15  50 

Sanford  Putnam  Co.,  supplies,  1  25 

Fred  Crawford,  search  wan-ant,  9  6li 


1 1 


Paid  George  H.  Ranter,  search  warrant,  83  20 

Ma  whey  &  Johnson,  counsel  fee,  2  00 

L.  Geoffrey,  repairing  hearse,  50 

Arthur  R.  Spoouer,  moving  building,  3  00 

Walter  R.  Dean,  wood,  21  00 
Mrs.  Jennie  Hale,  cleaning  selectmen's 

room,  50 
Dr.  E.  P.  Bixby,  reporting  birth,  25 
John  Day,  labor  on  safe  and  pump,  1  85 
Baltimore  Novelty  Co.,  signs,  5  07 
(4.  M.  Dean,  assisting  surveyor,  3  00 
Jesse  Allen,  assisting  surveyor,  3  00 
Frank  Smith  &  Son,  insurance  on  school- 
houses,  21  00 
Mrs.  Jennie  0.  Spoouer,  printing  voting 

li-ts,  "  6  50 

('.  II.  Trow  bridge,  labor  on  pump,  88 

John  Day.  perambulating  town  lines,  2  00 

G.  M    Dean,  same,  4  00 

Harry  1!.  Parker,  same,  2  00 
M.  P.  Harwood,  insurance  on  hall  and 

contents,  154  50 
Gregg  &  Sons,  shutters  for  Memorial 

hall,  CO  00 

Freight  on  same,  1  61 

John  P.  Day,  hanging  shutters,  5  00 
G.  M.  Dean,  drawing  shutters  from  B. 

,V  M.  stat i   1  00 

Win.  I.  Thompson,  surveying  common,  1">  25 
Higelow,  Dowse     Co.,  supplies  for  shut- 
ters, 13  54 
F.  K.  Davis,  rare  of  town  hall  and  town 
clock  from  August  _'•>,  1905,  to  March 
1.  I90lj,  22  50 
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Paid  F.  S.  Couant,  supplies.  SI  17 
F.  S.  Conant,  supplies  and   repairs  on 

street  lamps,  1  99 

American.  Express  Co.,  1  9fi 

Harlan  Angier,  care  of  lamps.  12  Oo 
C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  supplies  for  street 

lamps,  2.i  25 

C.  W.  Walls,  fire  escape,  14.")  00 

 §6(59  98 


Total,  §7641  28 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


HARRY    B.    PARKER,  ~)  Selectmen 
JOHN  P.   DAY.  of 
GARDNER  M.  DEAN,  )  Oakham. 


List  of  Jurors  as  Revised  by  the  Selectmen. 


j 


Edmund  Cody./      .    "A4fmrCHV[-orsA'  muiry-lW4+rttr; 
X-^tH^nrk^V  -Witiiain  II.  Pai'l.uun.-/   Frank  Nve,V 
Frank    :<V>uaui/.  Charirirll^^-owUt^eg 
TTarm«r-1^tM  A/  Era ti Ir-firS***** .  I 


Ti *eas  a  re  r's   .Report . 


Dr. 

To  cash  balance,  S1775  7s 

Received,  balance  of  lines  in  criminal  case,  4  06 

Two  butcher's  licenses,  2  00 

Auctioneer's  license,  2  no 

Sale  of  storehouse,  15  00 

Sale  of  ashes,  2  00 

Sale  of  hay  on  common.  1  00 

Sale  of  wood.  1  00 

State  returns,  for  inspection  of  animals,  81  00 

State  Board  of  Charity,  school  tuition.  'J  00 

City  of  Boston,  school  tuition,  1  7 -~>  00 

Lyman  School,  school  tuition.  If,  00 

Income  Massachusetts  school  fund.  o74  44 
Income  Massachusetts  school  fund.  1 90(5, 

F.  S.  Conant,  ex-treasurer,  1  25  56 
Interest  on  Massachusetts  school  fund, 

L«)06,  4  76 
State,  for  school  superintendent.  1*7  50 
Sale  of  school  supplies,  1*5 
Damaged  book,  25 
Rental  of  Memorial  hall.  37  50 
Rental  of  piano,  7  25 
Jerry  Dunn,  lot  No.  13  in  west  cemetery,  10  00 
K.  C.  Nichols,  lot  No.  25  in  west  ceme- 
tery, 10  00 
Mrs.  Julia  Guilford,  lot  No.  89  in  south 

cemetery,  5  00 
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Received,  corporation  tax,  89  90 

Geo.  Edson,  lot  No.  86  in  west  cemetery,  5  00 

National  Bank  tax,  41  19 

State  aid  refunded,  284  00 

Dog  fund,  161  82 

Interest  on  hank  deposits,  21  00 
Caroline  M.  Maynard,  cemetery  trust 

fund.  6  60 

Win.  S.  Crawford,  taxes  for  1903-4,  1190  24 

Interest  on  taxes  for  1903-4,  61  69 

Edmund  Cody,  collector  of  taxes,  4227  06 


-$8855  53 


Cr. 

By  paying  selectmen's  orders,  87641  28 

Balance  in  treasury,  1214  25 


-88855  53 


CEMETERY   TRUST  FUNDS. 


George  H.  Gould,  $100  00 

Daniel  A.  Dean,  100  00 

Caroline  M.  Maynard,  150  00 

Stephen  Lincoln.  50  00 

Martha  M.  Macullar.  100  00 

LEGACIES. 

Benjamin  P.  Clark,  8393  33 

Caroline  M.  Maynard,  23  08 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE   S.  BUTLER, 

Treasurer. 


COL  L  ECTO  R'S    R  EPO  RT 

For  the  Years   1903  and  1904. 


Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  of  1903,  8300  00 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1904.  900  00 

Interest  on  taxes,  <">1  69 

 SI  261  69 


Ck. 

By  treasurer's  receipts.  SI 251  93 

Abatement  of  taxes,  9  7(3 


-SI  261  69 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WM.   S.  CRAWFORD, 

Collector. 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1905  : 

State  tax,  S440  00 

County  tax,  3*5  00 

Town  tax,  41  78  04 

Interest  on  taxes,  5  04 

 §5008  08 


Ch. 

By  treasurer's  receipts,  S4227  0G 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1905,  781  02 


-$5008  08 


Respectfully  submitted, 


EDMUND  CODY, 

Collector,  pro-tem. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Superintendent   of  Streets. 


The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1006  : 


W.  A.  Nye, 

S494 

87 

M.  M.  Biitterfield. 

129 

21 

H.  D.  Bnllard, 

122 

10 

Edwin  ( ireen, 

81 

9 1 

B.  P.  Woodis, 

J3<; 

41 

J.  C.  Woodis, 

147 

(33 

B.  S.  Reed, 

•21 

35 

Bnrpee  Banks, 

68 

95 

\V.  11.  Billiard, 

4 

02 

W.  C.  Ayres, 

9 

21 

Albert  Hapgood, 

1 

75 

F.  K.  Loring, 

7 

7.' 

Alfred  Morse, 

3 

30 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

8 

00 

Wm.  Burt, 

1 

30 

Chas.  M.  Reed. 

23 

15 

W.  11.  Boyd, 

1.". 

58 

Milton  Billiard, 

11 

00 

Walter  Woodis. 

(5 

29 

.1.  II.  Keep. 

8 

00 

W.  R.  Dean, 

38 

67 

Climax  Road  Machine  Co., 

S 

50 

.1.  P.  Fairbank, 

3 

30 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son. 

5 

66 

2 
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Paid  Louis  Jeffrey.  U  10 

S.  H.  Bullard,  1  40 

E.  O.  Hunt.  ;")  75 


§1372  46 

OPENING  ROADS. 

Paid  W.  A.  Nye,  S3  44 

J.  K.  Parmenter,  87 

Martin  White,  3  15 

James  Scott,  5  07 

J.  P.  Gaffney,  2  63 

M.  S.  Dean,  10  27 

C.  S.  Clifford.  5  96 

F.  A.  Dexter,  1  40 
J.  C.  Rawsou,  2  45 
James  Sheeru,  1  63 
E.  C.  Hunt,  3  85 
John  Sanders,  1  09 
W.  B.  Green,  61 
W.  H.  Boyd,  61 
T.  C.  Gaffney.  1  75 
-Joseph  Gilboy,  2  45 
J.  P.  Day,  60 
P.  O'Donnell,  1  57 
W.  H.  Builard,  7  00 
David  Hallowell,  2  80 

G.  W.  Stone.  2  45 
S.  Haskell,  2  45 

H.  B.  Luring.  52 
Henry  Bartlett,  1  20 
Wm.  Snay,  70 


S66  52 

Respectfully  submitted, 
WILLIAM  A.  NYE,  Street  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


OVERSEERS  of  the  POOR. 


Paid  for  aid  furnished  Almira  Woodis,  8156  11 

For  aid  furnished  Charles  Winslow,  116  49 

For  aid  furnished  Job  Simmons,  77  46 

For  aid  furnished  family  of  David  Hallowell,  9  00 

Jesse  Allen,  overseer,  23  50 

Edmund  Cody,  overseer,  10  00 

Wm.  H.  Parknian,  overseer,  16  00 

Postage  and  telephoning,  2  25 


S410  81 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN,        )  Overseers 
EDMUND  CODY.     J    of  the 
W.   H.   PAR  KM  AN.  )  Poor. 


Free  Public  Library. 


F I N  ANCIAL   ST  A  T  EM  ENT . 


Dr. 

Balance  on  band,  812  5(i 

Fines  and  sale  of  cards  and  catalogues,  5  42 

Received  from  town,  lis  50 

.   SloC  48 

Cr. 

Paid  F.  K.  Davis,  librarian,  $25  00 

(4.  N.  Briggs,  exchange  of  books  for 

Coldbrook,  25  00 

New  catalogues,  (58  50 

New  books,  ■>  50 

Express  and  postage,  1  58 

Balance  on  hand,  13  90 

  $136  48 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  1350 
Added  during  the  year,  77 
Circulation.  2080 
Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  54 
Smallest  number  charged  in  one  day,  22 
Number  of  persons  taking  books,  14  7 
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The  circulation  lias  been  the  largest  of  any  year  in  the 
history  of  the  library. 

Gifts  of  books  have  been  received  from  Miss  Maria  L. 
Daniels  and  Mr.  Alien  S.  Malcolm. 

The  town  are  looking  forward  to  a  new  library  building, 
~Sl\.  Charles  A.  Fobes,  late  of  Petersham,  having  left  to  the 
town  a  legacy  of  $4000  for  the  erection  of  such  a  building  in 
memory  of  his  father,  Ames  Fobes,  who  was  a  native  of  Oak- 
ham and  died  here  in  1S66.  A  very  favorable  site  has  been 
offered  to  the  town  for  the  building. 


M I X  N I E   L.    WOODIS,  ^)   T  ., 
FRANK    E.    DAVIS,      'r  Lfanj 
JESSE   ALLEN,  )  Trustees- 


REPORT  OF 

The  Cemetery  Committee. 


Paid  for  general  care  of  West  cemetery,  84  40 

Same,  South  cemetery,  -  00 

Same,  South  west  cemetery,  1  20 

New  gates  for  South  cemetery,  "'4  30 

Lawn  mower,  7  00 

Improvements  on  Maynarcl  lot,  West  cemetery,  <»  HO 


ST.")  .">(» 

LOTS   NOW    PROVIDED    WITH    PERPETUAL  CARE* 

Gould  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
Fobes  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
S.  Lincoln  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
D.  R.  Dean  lot  in  South  cemetery. 
Edmund  Dean  lot  in  South  cemetery. 
C.  Reed  lot  in  South  cemetery. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
.MASON    S.  DEAN, 
J.    P.    FAIR  BANK, 


f  Cemetery 

C  Committee. 


REPORT  OF 

The  School  Committee. 


STATISTICS. 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  97 
Average  membership,  83.9 
Average  attendance,  79.7 
Percentage  of  attendance,  95.1 

APPROPRIATIONS    AND  OTHER  RESOURCES. 

Balance  of  state  school  fund,  $(33'2  17 

School  fund  of  1905,  874  44 

Support  of  schools,  1000  00 

School  superintendent,  GO  <>(> 

Dog  fund,  50  00 

State  return  for  school  superintendent,  187  50 

Education  of  state  children,  9  00 

Education  of  Boston  children,  175  00 

Education  of  Lyman  School  children,  Ki  00 

Sale  of  school  -  npplies,  95 
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School  Expenses. 


SALARIES. 

Paid  Superintendent  II.  J.  Jones, 
Florence  E.  Motuwell. 
Mrs.  Minnie  M.  Day, 
Mrs.  Minnie  (J.  Woorlis. 
Rutli  E.  Butterfield, 
Alma  G.  Russell. 
Julia  E.  Connelly, 
Alice  L.  Dwelly, 
Mrs.  George  Kdson, 
Ethel  I.  Harvvood,  musical  instructor, 


$27:i  34 
320  00 
320  oi) 
•200  00 
320  on 
100  00 
209  00 
Do  00 
11  oo 
5o 


-$1 902  84 


TRANSPORTATION. 
Paid  Mrs.  George  Kdson, 


SIT  20 


Paid  for  >ui 


SUPPLIES. 


81  2  7  4:'. 


FUEL. 


Paid  <  leorsie  \V.  Stone, 
W.  W.  Russell, 
('.  II.  Trowbridge, 
L.  S.  Green, 
L.  P.  I5ushn.  il, 
James  Sheern, 
Mason  Dean. 
Thomas  Winter, 
S.  II.  Milliard, 


$12  .")0 
15  oo 
12  00 
10  -r>o 
22  oo 
14  oo 
20  00 
s  00 
IT)  00 


SI  29  00 
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(ARK   OK  HOl'SKS. 

Paid  A.  Warren  I  >en n ,  8-11  7(1 

Willi,.  Polliirri,  4  ")0 

Morton  Butterfield,  10  !»0 

W.  A.  Wood  is,  :3  50 

Francis  Gaffney,  7  00 

Alma        Russell.  :i  on 


TUITION. 

town  nt  Rutland,  820  00 

Tow  n  <ii  Harre,     '  4!)  00 


REPAIRS. 

Paid  W.  C.  Ay  res.  '  $61  (!") 

Louis  Ha  lift".  7  ;">() 

( '.  II.  I'k i\\  bridge,  .">  07) 

W.  A.  Woodis,  1  7)0 

M.J.  Hale,  cleaning  schoolrooms,  11  ■>'■> 

Lottie  Thresher.  1  On 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  services,  SHi  00 

•I i's.sf  Allen,  services,  ;■>."»  !)2 

II.  W.  Lincoln,  services,  7  00 


S7:;  CO 


Si;;»  oo 


SS.s  2<j 


87)8  !)2 


Total.  824iiii  28 

Respect  fully  submitted, 


JKSSK  ALLEN, 
MINNIE    L.  WOODIS 


School 


H.    W.    LINCOLN.         j  CWitVfef. 
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ROLL    OF  HONOR 


The  following  pupils  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  the 
number  of  terms  specified  : 

Center  Schools.  One  term :  Hazel  Grimes,  •I<»lm  Mar- 
shall, William  Bowers,  Krnest  Kdson,  Stephen  Heneck,  George 
Maloney,  Freddie  Nye,  .John  O'Donnell,  Allie  Swindell,  Harlan 
Angier,  Irna  Clifford,  Warren  Dean.  Florence  Draper,  Alice 
Keep,  Charlotte  Keep,  Florence  Kdson,  Annie  Christiansen, 
Catherine  O'Donnell,  Frankie  Nye. 

Two  terms:  Carl  Christiansen,  Charles  Keep,  Albert  Dur- 
ham, Harold  Durham,  Raymond  Thresher,  Mildred  Hurt,  Mary 
Conant,  Alice  Loring. 

Three  terms :  Orvis  Banks.  George  Dean,  James  Garland, 
Frank  Stone,  Blanche  Yeo,  Ida  Yeo,  Nellie  Hale,  Alice  Yeo. 

South  School.  One  term:  Helena  K.  Rutherford,  Donald 
A.  Rutherford,  Minnie  M.  Rutherford.  Marion  ('.  Rutherford, 
William  J.  Pallarri,  Sadie  F.  Shea,  Minnie  F.  Shea,  Grace  F. 
Shea. 

Two  terms :  Ruth  A.  Hallowed,  May  Robinson,  .John  Rob- 
inson. Martin  Cavanagh. 

Three,  terms :  Lottie  Thresher.  Hazel  Robinson. 

West  School.  One  term  :  James  Kenney,  Annie  Gaffney, 
Tommy  Mo  ran,  Arthur  Rymal,  May  Scott,  Fred  Kenney. 

Two  terms:  Willie  Gaffney,  Francis  Gaffney,  .John  Moran, 
Willie  Moran. 

Coli>i;kook  School.  One  term:  .James  Bemis,  Willie 
Wilson,  Beatrice  Monroe,  LeRoy  Monroe,  Karle  Parker, 
Walter  Howe.  Ada  Wood. 

Two  term,!:   Ralph  Cody.  Evelyn  Cody,  Marion  "Winslow. 
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REPORT   OF  AUDITOR. 


Tins  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  ami  approved  all 
original  bills  and  vouchers  of  the  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  School  Committee,  Road  Commissioner,  Library  Trus- 
tees, Cemetery  Committee  and  Tree  Warden  and  find  them  to 
be  correct.  1  have  also  examined  the  Treasurer's  account  and 
find  it  to  be  correct,  also  the  Collector's  accounts,  ami  find  the 
uncollected  taxes  to  be  as  reported. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  M.  ROBINSON, 

Auditor. 


TOWN    CLERK'S    REPORT  OF 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  and  DEATHS 

Fur  the  Year  1905.  . 


BIRTHS. 

DATE.  CHILI)'?   SAMK.  I'AKENTS. 

Jan.      1,  daughter.  Ksther  Maud,  to  George  A.  and  Maud  A. 
Briggs. 

Mar.    Hi,  daughter,  Nellie  Viola,  to  Albert  F.  and  Rosa  L. 
Hapg<  »od . 

May    23,  daughter.  Alice  Hazels  to  Patrick  and  Kate  O'Don- 
nell. 

24,  daughter,  Donis  Thelina,  to  Richard  .1.  and  Grace 
H.  Prevost. 

June    14,  daughter,  Laura  Eva,  to  William  and  Delia  Snay. 
Aug.     4,  daughter,   Mona   K.,   to   David    and    Martha  K. 
McDougall. 

12,  son.  Milton  Adelbert,  to  Virgil  R.  and  Catherine 
Parker. 

2U,  daughter,  Gladys,  to  Daniel  and  Rosa  K.  Shea. 
New.    14,  son,  Francis  Martin,  to  Martin  U.  and  Lizzie  White. 
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MARRIAGES. 


Jan. 

7 , 

Leverett  F.  Viner  to  Ethel  J.  Ho 

Iden. 

Hi, 

William  J.  Cota  to  Mary  Talman 

June 

24, 

John  W.  Dwelly  to  Ruth  1  >.  Brig 

gs. 

Aug. 

23, 

\V.  Clayton  Allen  to  Kva  Belle  < ! 

rimes. 

Oct. 

17, 

Clifford  R.  Knight  to  Susan  F.  <; 

eason . 

DEATHS. 

J'A'l  K. 

V. 

M . 

I). 

Jan. 

11, 

Lewis  A.  Snow, 

73 

ii 

20 

2!), 

Fabian  Tomlinson, 

.SO 

2 

23 

Feb. 

27. 

I).  Reuben  Dean, 

72 

1 

0 

28  ■ 

Mrs.  Alarm  hi.  Aye, 

80 

A 

1 

Mar. 

i, 

Mrs.  Maria  C.  Fobes, 

7  7 

17 

May 

6, 

Mrs.  Sarah  < « ■  Roper, 

f>3 

7 

2!) 

i , 

Henry  Guilford, 

<>2 

3 

IS 

June 

2(i, 

Join)  Leyden, 

74 

4 

1 1 

Aug. 

2/>, 

Mona  E.  McDougall, 

(i 

0 

21 

28, 

Dorothy  McDongall, 

3 

() 

S 

Nov. 

14, 

Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Bigelow, 

s] 

s 

'.) 

-'1 , 

Avery  C.  Billiard, 

so 

Ii 

ii 

I  )ec. 

5, 

.1.  Whipple  Ayr.-s. 

83 

!  i 

BURIED  IN  TOWN. 

Mar. 

14, 

Emeline  F.  Mnllott. 

i) 

1 

«, 

.lames  Toinlinson, 

8<S 

•) 

1  (i 

1  1 . 

Charles  A.  Fobes, 

10 

0 

April 

13, 

Mrs.  Mary  K.  Maynard, 

7-") 

1 

.") 

Sept. 

!), 

Mrs.  Stella  M.  Dunn, 

40  • 

i; 

1  5 

Nov. 

26, 

Mrs.  Adelaide  M.  Robinson, 

4!l 

3 

1U 

STuniber  of  voters  :  Male  13!)  ;  female 

10. 

S'llllli 

>er  of  dogs  licensed,  80.     Male.  7 

ii  ;  fenial 

e.  10. 

JESSE    ALLEN,    Tim;,  Clerk. 


Warrant  for  Town  Meeting. 


Commonwealth  "ot  Massachusetts. 

WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Crawford,  or  either  of  the  constables  of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  known  as  "Memorial  Hall,"  on  Monday, 
the  second  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit: 

Article  1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  "id.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
Officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  <5d.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  one  Selectman, 
one  Assessor,  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  one  School  Committee, 
one  Library  Trustee,  one  Cemetery  Committee,  for  three  years, 
Collector  of  Taxes.  Treasurer,  three  Eence  Viewers,  six  Con- 
stables, Auditor  and  Tree  Warden,  for  one  year.  Also  to 
vote  "Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to  the  question,  ''Shall  license 
be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?" 
all  on  one  ballot.  Ballot  to  lie  folded  as  received,  when 
presented  for  deposit  in  the  ballot  box.  The  polls  to  be 
opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th.  To  choose  all  necessary  towu  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Article  5th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  <>th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers,  as  required 
under  Chapter  79,  Revised  Laws.  Sections  18  and  19,  1902. 

Article  7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  roads  for 
ensuing  year. 

Article  9th.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  such  sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  11th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  selectmen. 

Article  12th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  13th.  To  see  if  the  towu  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  Town  Clock  for  the  ensuing  year,  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  14th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  15th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  16th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  their 
valuation  by  the  Assessors  printed  the  ensuing  year. 
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Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  following 
bequest  in  the  will  of  the  late  Charles  A.  Fobes  :  "I  give  and 
bequeath  to  the  Town  of  Oakham,  Mass.,  four  thousand  dollars 
(S4000),  for  a  Public  Library,  this  is  in  memory  of  my  father, 
P.  Ames  Fobes,"  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  18th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  reimburse 
Gardner  M.  Dean  the  money  he  paid  out  for  repairs  at  the  time 
of  installing  the  town  clock. 

Article  19th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  following 
bequest  and  trust  fund  :  "I  give  ami  bequeath  to  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  two  hundred  dollars  (820(1),  on  condition  that  one 
hundred  dollars  (8100. )  be  kept  at  interest,  and  the  interest 
expended  in  care  of  the  Fobes'  burial  lot  in  the  cemetery  near 
the  old  Fobes  place  in  Oakham.  The  lot  where  my  father  and 
mother  and  other  members  of  the  Fobes  family  are  buried,"  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Article  21st.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a 
gift  from  Mrs.  M.  T.  F.  liugg,  the  building  lot,  corner  Maple 
and  C  entral  streets,  as  a  location  for  a  Public  Library. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  Post  Oth'ces. 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting  house,  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not.  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  March,  in 
this  vear  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  six. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

uperintendent  of  Schools 


FOR  THE 


CENTRAL  WORCESTER  UNION 

TOWNS: 

HOLDEN,  OAKHAM,  PAXTON,  RUTLAND 
WORCESTER  COUNTY,  MASS. 


MARCH,  1906 


THE  CENTRAL  WORCESTER  UNION. 


The  union  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and  salary  of  the 
superintendent  are  shared  as  follows :  Holden,  one-half;  Rutland,  one- 
fourth;  Paxton,  one-tenth;  Oakham,  three-twentieths.  The  superintendent's 
year  begins  August  1.  Thirty-three  teachers  are  employed  in  thirty  schools. 
The  chairman  of  the  joint  committee  is  Jesse  Allen  of  Oakham,  and  the 
secretary  is  Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden  of  Holden.  The  members  of  the  various 
committees,  with  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are  shown  below: 


HOLDEN. 

Term  Expires. 

James  A.  Holden,  chairman,      .......  1906 

Mrs.  Martha  E.  Graham,    1906 

Mrs.  Anna  P.  Pay,   1907 

T.  Walter  Howe,   1907 

Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden,  secretary   1908 

William  J.  Powers,    190S 

RUTLAND. 

Term  Expires. 

William  C.  Temple,   1906 

Louis  M.  Hanff,  secretary,        .......  1907 

Dennis  E.  Smith,  chairman,      .......  1908 

OAKHAM. 

Term  Expires. 

Jesse  Allen,  chairman,      ........  1906 

H.  W.  Lincoln,  1907 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  secretary,     ......  190S 

PAXTON. 

Term  Expires. 

Mrs.  Susie  E.  Flint,  1907 

Lewis  S.  Clapp,  1908 

Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Fields,  1909 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committees  of  Ilolden,  Oakham,  Paxton  and  Rut- 
land. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  for1  your  towns  is  chosen  by  you 
in  session  as  the  joint  committee  of  the  union.  For  supervisory 
purposes  the  schools  of  the  four  towns  are  combined,  and  to  the 
superintendent  form  a  unit.  "While  giving  to  each  town  the  pro- 
portion of  time  agreed  upon,  and  while  in  the  course  of  his  work 
dealing  in  many  matters  with  separate  committees,  in  the  more 
essential  features  of  his  work  the  superintendent  may  ignore  the 
town  lines.  The  conditions  seem  to  render  proper  a  joint  report, 
and  this  sixth  annual  report,  like  its  predecessors,  is  submitted 
in  that  form.  References  to  a  few  matters  pertaining  to  partic- 
ular towns  arte  added  under  a  proper  title. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  "Summary  of  Attendance"' 
inserted  beloAv,  and  to  the  tables  which  follow.    In  the  tables 


Summary  of  Attendance. 


z 
a 
Q 

o 

x 

< 
= 

3 

z 
< 

z 
< 

b 

Total. 

No.  enrolled  since  September  1,  1905... 

07 

So 

252 

980 

Average  membership  for  year  

■189.9 

S3. 9 

73.6 

231.3 

87S.  7 

Average  attendance  for  year  

440.0 

70.7 

63.9 

209.0 

709.2 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year  

.    Ml.  2 

0.5.0 

86.8 

90.6 

90.9 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  last  year.  . 

.  91.1 

04.4 

88.9 

Si).  7 

m 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

HOLDEN. 


Schools. 


Teachers. 


Terms, 
1905-'06 


6.2 
2 


a  c 


6fi 


High  School. 


\  A.  K.  Learned.  Prin. 
]  Marion  E.  Bascom, 
i  Anjennette  Newton, 
Assistants. 


Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 


I  Margery  A.  Rice. 
Center  Primary..-:  Margery  A.  Rice  . 

(  Margery  A.  Rice. 


I  Marion  L.  Mann  

Center  Grammar.-  iElizabeth  A.  Brown. 

I  ;Elizabeth  A.  Brown. 

T  _  1  Laura  L.  Chenery... 

Jefferson,  J  :Laura  L.  Chenery . . . 

First  Primary..  ,  Laura  L  chenery  .. 

T  „  (  Esther  C.  Hendricks 

Jefferson  j  Esther  c.  Hendricks 

Second  Primary  \  |Esther  c  Hendricks 


Jefferson, 
Intermediate. 


Jefferson, 
Grammar . 


Chaffln  Primary. 


Quinapoxet 
Grammar.. 


North  Woods. 


Springdale. . 


Dawson. 


South 


Unionville  . 


\  'Clara  K.  Bascom.. 

-  Agnes  Dolan  

(  [Agnes  Dolan  


l  Adella  L.  Adams. . . 
-  Clara  K.  Bascom. 
\  Clara  K.  Bascom. 


Chaftin  Grammar. 


Quinapoxet 
Primary. . . 


Ella  O.  Peterson. 
Ella  O.  Peterson. 
Ella  O.  Peterson. 

L.  Ula  Skelton. 
L.  Ula  Skelton. 
L.  Ula  Skelton. 


A.  Florence  Kirby. 
A.  Florence  Kirby. 
A.  Florence  Kirby. 


Ida  G.  Abbott. . . 
Ida  G.  Abbott... 
Ethel  H.  Crowe. 


l  Margaret  V.Gray... 
-  j  Margaret  V.  Gray... 
I  [Margaret  V.  Gray . . . 


(  Man*  G.  Cah ill. 
.  -  Mary  G.  Cab  ill. 
I  J  Mary  G  Cahill. 


Spring  . 

Fall 

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall.  ... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall  

Winter. 


Spring  . 
Fall.  ... 
Winter. 


\  |M.  Agnes  Dolan  Spring  . 

-  j  Bertha  Sanderson —  Fall..  .. 
/  Margaret  Tracey   Winter. 


Sadie  I.  Packard. 
Sadie  I.  Packard. 
Sadie  I  Packard. 


Agnes  L.  Kirby. 
Agnes  L.  Kirby. 
Agnes  L.  Kirby. 


s>p ring  . 
Fall.  ... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall 
Winter . 


11 
1'.' 
15 

12 
12 
11 

12 
12 
11 

12 
12 
11 

12 
12 
11 

12 
12 
11 

12 
12 
11 

12 
12 
11 

12 
11 
1 1 

12 
12 
1  1 

12 

12 
1  1 

12 
12 
1 1 


1 1 


54.4 
59.9 


42.8 
39.9 
43.3 

30.2 
31.6 

29.8 

51.0 
46.3 
46.0 

37.3 
38.1 
36.8 

36.1 
30.2 
29.7 

20.0 
25.7 
24  1 


49.2 
55.3 
51.1 

39.3 
36.8 
37.8 

27.9 
29.4 
27.3 

47.0 
44.1 

36.8 

35.4 
36.5 
33.1 

33.7 
29.4 


18.2 
22.5 
21.0 


31.0  28.4 
27.3  24.3 
26.5  22.8 


29.9 
31.8 
30.6 

31.0 
23.2 
22.6 

24.4 
29.5 
27.4 

23.0 
20.0 
18.6 


26. 1 

29. 1 
26.5 

30.4 
23.5 
21.4 

23.8 
28.9 
24.2 

21.6 
Hi  (I 

ir.7 


12  20.0  I  18.2 
12  26.0  |  23.0 
11       21.0'  10.0 


23.0 
25.6 
24.0 

21.3 
18.4 
16.6 


12  20.9  20.0 
12  24.8  22.3 
II       22  0  19.5 


21  0 
22.9 
19.8 

20.2 
18  2 
15.8 


90  9 
92.0 
91.0 

91.9 
92.2 
87.3 

92.4 
93.0 
91.6 

92.1 
94.5 
79.8 

95.7 
95.0 
89.2 

93.3 
96.5 
95.8 

91.2 

90.0 
86.9 

91.6 
81.6 
86.0 

95.0 
910 

86.0 

96.1 
97. 1 
94.5 

97.0 

97.0 
88.7 

93.0 
95.0 
95.0 

91.0 
94.0 
49.0 

92.8 
89.4 
82.2 

95  0 
98  8 
95.0 

91.0 
90.6 
87.8 


92.0 


93.3 


95.2 


89.4 


86.4 


90.7 


95  9 


94.2 


91  3 


78.0 


88.1 


164 
51 

69 

27 
is 

57 
4 

24 
45 

30 
10 
57 

15 
4 
12 

31 

34 

20 
23 
19 

0 
1 
1 

1 

3 
0 

26 
6 
8 

48 
30 
47 

20 
23 
19 

21 
19 


15 
47 

43 
11 

35 


PAXTON. 


Schools. 


Teach  eks. 


Terms 
1905- '6 


Primary 


Intermediate. 


Grammar. 


Minnie  F.  Hodgkins. 

Mabel  C.  Reid  

Mabel  C.  Keid  


Spring  . 
Fall.... 
Winter. 


;M.  Alice  Converse... 
M.  Alice  Converse... 
iM.  Alice  Converse... 

Jennie  R.  Burnham. 
Jennie  R.  Burnham. 
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the  column  headed  "Average  Membership"  shows  the  number 
of  pupils  who  are  expected  to  be  present  every  day  in  any  given 
term,  unless  prevented  by  reasons  which  make  absence  necessary. 
The  column  headed  "Per  Cent,  of  Attendance"  shows  the  pro- 
portion of  this  number  present  on  the  average  every  day  through 
the  term.  The  difference  between  this  per  cent,  and  100  shows 
the  part  of  its  expenditure  for  which  the  town  has  received  no 
return  in  actual  service  to  its  pupils,  simply  because  pupils  were 
not  present  to  enjoy  their  privilege. 

The  summary  shows  a  slight  increase  in  the  per  cent,  of  attend- 
ance in  all  the  towns  except  Paxton. 

Thoughtful  parents  realize  the  necessity  of  constant  attend- 
ance at  school  in  order  to  secure  the  highest  benefit  to  the  chil- 
dren. Unfortunately,  not  all  parents  consider  the  matter 
seriously.  Temporary  convenience  often  outweighs  considera- 
tion for  the  good  of  the  children  and  of  the  school,  and  a  day's 
absence  now  and  then  is  carelessly  allowed.  I  appeal  to  all  par- 
ents for  co-operation  with  the  teachers  in  this  matter. 

Teachers  are  directed  to  find  out  promptly  the  reason  for  every 
absence,  and  to  excuse  those  which  are  necessary,  which  the  law 
permits  to  be  done.  They  have  reported  to  me  the  names  of 
those  who  have  been  absent  ten  half-days  in  any  period  of  six 
months,  such  absence  not  being  excused  as  necessary.  A  list  of 
such  pupils  will  be  furnished  the  committees,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  attendance  officers  will  be  directed  to  secure  amendment 
in  the  future,  or  to  prosecute  the  parent,  as  the  law  provides. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

In  my  fourth  annual  report  I  gave  an  account  of  our  general 
scheme  of  instruction.  This  scheme  was  in  the  hands  of  teachers, 
largely  in  the  form  of  mimeographed  notes.  During  the  past 
year,  in  consultation  with  a  committee  appointed  by  you,  the 
general  scheme  was  revised,  details  were  added,  and  the  whole 
printed  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "An  Outline  of  a  Course  of 


Study  for  the  Schools  of  the  Central  Worcester  Union."  Copies 
of  the  pamphlet  may  be  obtained  by  parents  and  others  inter- 
ested, on  application  to  the  secretaries  of  the  several  committees. 

The  grouping  of  the  elementary  school  subjects  proposed  by 
Dr.  John  T.  Prince,  agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  was 
adopted  in  the  outline.    This  grouping  is  as  follows : 

Group  I.  Language,  (a)  Reading,  (b)  Writing,  (c)  Composition  and 
Spelling,  (d)  Memory  Work,  (e)  Grammar. 

Group  II.  Mathematics,  (a)  Arithmetic,  (b)  Form  and  Geometrical 
Exercises,  (c)  Algebra,  (d)  Bookkeeping. 

Group  III.  Elementary  Science,  (a)  Nature  Study,  (b)  Geography, 
(c)  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  (d)  Information  Beading  connected  with 
the  lessons  of  this  group. 

Group  IV.    History,    (a)  History  and  Biography,  (b)  Civics. 

Group  V.  Miscellaneous,  (a)  Drawing,  (b)  Manual  Training,  (c) 
Singing. 

In  the  apportionment  of  time  to  each  group  of  studies,  teachers 
are  directed  to  approximate  the  proportion  recommended  by  Dr. 
Prince.  This  varies  somewhat  in  the  different  grades,  but,  on 
the  average,  half  of  the  time  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  work  of 
groups  I  and  II,  which  include  "the  three  R's. "  In  practice, 
more  than  half,  in  the  lower  grades  much  more  than  half,  of  the 
time  and  strength  of  pupils  and  teachers  is  given  to  the  subjects 
in  these  groups.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  a  far  larger  amount  of 
matter  is  read,  a  much  greater  number  of  pages  of  good  writing 
produced,  and  much  more  practical  ability  with  numbers  de- 
veloped, than  in  the  days  when  "the  three  R's"  constituted 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  school  course. 

In  previoiis  reports,  I  have  indicated  our  aims  and  plans  in  tile 
several  subjects  of  the  course,  and  need  not  here  repeat.  Special 
comment  will  be  made  only  on  the  subjects  of  Group  V. 

(a)  Drawing.  The  School  Arts  Book  is  a  monthly  magazine 
edited  by  Mr.  Henry  T.  Bailey,  formerly  agent  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  in  charge  of  drawing.  In  this  magazine  there  is 
appearing  a  series  of  monthly  Outlines  for  Rural  Schools,  by 
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Mr  Walter  Sargent,  the  present  State  supervisor  of  drawing. 
These  outlines  form  our  course  of  study  in  drawing  for  the 
present  year.  The  School  Arts  Book,  containing,  besides  the 
outlines,  much  other  material  of  the  highest  value  to  teachers  of 
drawing,  is  furnished  to  every  teacher  in  the  elementary  schools. 
Its  monthly  visits  are  proving  the  next  best  thing  to  a  living 
supervisor.  Teachers  who  devote  proper  attention  to  prepara- 
tion for  teaching  the  lessons,  and  who  can  handle  a  class  with 
some  skill,  are  securing  creditable  results.  All  are  doing  much 
better  on  account  of  having  the  book. 

(b)  Manual  Training.  "The  educative  value  of  hand  training 
through  constructive  work  is  recognized.  Though  no  system- 
atic, uniform  course  is  practicable,  teachers  are  expected  to 
comprehend  the  underlying  principle  of  manual  training,  and 
to  apply  it  as  far  as  conditions  will  permit.  Paper  folding  and 
cutting,  card-board  construction,  basket-making  with  reed  and 
raffia,  and  the  making  of  various  other  articles  for  use  in 
school  and  home,  are  some  of  the  numerous  ways  in  which  the 
educative  use  of  the  hand  may  be  secured. " 

The  kinds  of  work  indicated  in  this  quotation  from  the  Out- 
line are  being  done  in  a  majority  of  the  schools,  and  though  it 
does  not  fully  answer  the  need,  it  is  considered  decidedly  worth 
while. 

One  writer  has  said  that  the  fundamental  reason  for  manual 
training  is  that  children  are  born  with  hands.  The  "appetite 
for  manipulation"  is  strong  in  every  normal  child,  and  the 
neglect  of  this  appetite  is  one  of  the  most  serious  defects  of  trie 
school.  Our  teachers  are  trying  to  adjust  available  forms  of 
hand  work  to  the  needs  of  the  child  and  to  the  special  conditions 
of  the  schools. 

Mr.  Henry  T.  Bailey  thus  puts  the  matter : 

The  fundamental  reason  for  maintaining  manual  training  in  the  schools 
may  be  stated  briefly  to  lie  the  insistent  demand  of  child  nature  for  some- 
thing to  do  by  hand ;  a  demand  made,  as  we  now  know,  unanimously  by 
bod}',  mind  and  heart.    The  general  direction  which  the  instruction  should 
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pursue  is  determined  by  three  factors:  the  interests  of  the  child  at  the 
time,  the  social  and  economic  conditions  under  which  he  lives,  and  the 
ideals  toward  which  he  should  grow;  in  other  words,  whatever  he  does 
should  be  interesting,  practical  and  beautiful. 

(c)  Singing.  In  all  but  four  small  schools,  "regular,  sys- 
tematic work  in  singing"  is  being  done,  according  to  teachers' 
reports.  In  the  four  schools,  the  teacher's  inability  to  sing  is 
the  hindering  condition.  Rote  songs  and  blackboard  exercises 
in  the  lower  grades,  and  the  same  continued  in  connection  -with 
a  music  reader  and  the  Weaver  slips  in  the  higher  grades,  con- 
stitxite  our  course  in  this  subject.  Results  vary  with  the  skill 
of  the  teacher,  but  in  most  of  the  schools  creditable  effort  is 
made  and  much  is  accomplished. 

The  subjects  of  Group  V  are  usually  favored  with  supervision 
by  specialists.  Our  teachers  deserve  commendation  for  their 
excellent  effort  to  conduct  the  work  without  such  aid. 

"CLASS-INDIVIDUAL  INSTRUCTION." 

The  arrangement  of  the  studies  of  the  school  into  a  continuous 
series  of  yearly  portions  called  a  course  of  study,  and  the  classi- 
fication of  pupils  for  instruction  with  reference  to  these  yearly 
portions,  together  form  one  of  the  most  useful  devices  of  the 
modern  school.  The  teaching  of  pupils  of  similar  attainments 
in  groups  of  considerable  size  has  many  advantages.  "Class 
exercises,"  in  which  the  pupils  of  a  group  work  together  at  a 
common  task  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  help  under  the  direction  of 
a  competent  teacher,  are  highly  educative.  But  in  such  groups 
there  are  always  some  pupils  whose  mental  condition  unfits  them 
to  profit  by  the  treatment  which  may  be  best  for  the  majority. 
The  attempt  to  produce  a  "lock  step"  in  the  mental  movement 
of  a  whole  class  has  never  succeeded.  Several  devices  have  been 
invented  for  the  purpose  of  properly  providing  for  the  pupil 
who  fails  to  "keep  step"  with  the  class.  One  plan  arranges  a 
"double  track"  through  the  course  of  study.  On  one  track 
those  pupils  who  can  do  it  may  travel  rapidly,  while  the  slower 
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minds  take  the  other  track.  Another  plan  allows  pupils  to  ad- 
vance in  small  groups,  with  frequent  opportunity  for  re-group- 
ing as  differences  in  capacity  are  shown.  One  plan  abandons 
entirely  the  attempt  to  move  pupils  forward  in  ordered  lines, 
and  allow  each  individual  to  get  on  as  his  particular  ability 
may  permit.  Other  plans  still  have  been  devised,  all  designed 
to  reach  the  pupil  who  for  any  reason  needs  individual  attention. 
Each  of  these  plans  is  apparently  satisfactory  to  the  man  who 
devised  it  and  to  some  others.  But  no  one  of  them  has  proved 
so  adaptable  to  the  varying  conditions  of  the  schools  as  to  come 
into  general  use. 

At  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  Supt.  John  Kennedy  has  developed  a  plan 
so  simple  in  theory  and  so  capable  of  adaptation  to  all  conditions 
that  its  use  is  rapidly  spreading.  It  promises  to  become  incor- 
porated into  the  practice  of  schools  everywhere.  By  this  plan 
the  benefits  of  class  teaching  are  retained  and  even  increased, 
while  the  pupils  who  require  individual  attention  to  ensure  their 
progress  are  sought  out  and  given  such  attention  at  periods  set 
apart  for  the  purpose  on  the  regular  daily  program. 

Begarding  the  class  exercise  under  the  new  plan,  Supt.  Ken- 
nedy says : 

It  is  in  appearance  much  the  same  as  the  old.  But  there  is  this  difference, 
that  the  recitation  is  real,  the  ground  is  covered,  and  the  goal  is  reached, 
whereas  in  the  old  much  time  is  worse  than  wasted  in  a  feverish  battle  with 
laggards.  With  us  the  laggard  is  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  class,  but 
his  personal  battles  are  at  the  individual  table,  where  he  can  waste  no 
one 's  time,  and  where  there  is  no  feverishness. 

Class  exercises  are  not  delayed  by  backward  or  unprepared 
pupils,  but  at  another  time  such  pupils  are  called  one  by  one  to 
the  teacher's  desk,  the  particular  difficulty  of  each  is  ascertained, 
and  the  needed  assistance  given,  under  the  best  conditions  for 
mental  work.  The  teacher  persistently  seeks  to  enable  every 
pupil  of  normal  capacity,  by  his  own  efforts,  to  master  the  work 
of  the  course  of  study  to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  possible  the 
mastery  of  succeeding  work. 
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The  "Batavia  plan"  was  introduced  into  our  practice  in  a 
conservative  way  during  the  past  year.  Results  may  be  judged 
from  the  following  extracts  from  teachers'  reports,  selected 
from  many  of  similar  tone : 

I  like  this  system  very  much.  Until  I  set  apart  a  special  time  for  it  on 
my  program,  I  found  it  hard  to  give  individual  assistance.  After  -working 
with  a  child  right  by  me  at  my  desk,  1  get  to  understand  him  better. 
Before,  we  have  both  gotten  out  of  patience.  Now,  there  is  a  much  better 
feeling.  We  can  do  more  work  during  the  class  period,  for  I  make  a  note 
of  help  needed,  and  do  not  take  the  class  time  as  before. 

It  gives  the  child  a  thorough  understanding  of  what  he  thought  difficult, 
gives  him  more  confidence  in  himself  and  increases  his  power  to  work  for 
himself. 

Some  cases  I  have  found  to  be  hopeless.  With  the  normal  children  these 
"lifts"  have  done  much  good. 

I  have  tried  individual  instruction  with  two  children  in  particular.  They 
were  backward  and  behind  the  grade,  but  have  made  great  improvement. 
They  take  more  interest  in  their  work.  Before,  they  were  simply  a  drag 
on  the  other  pupils. 

I  have  found  it  is  not  only  the  dull  pupil  but  the  lazy  one  who  needs 
attention.  By  individual  work  J  have  aroused  two  pupils  from  their  nap, 
and  they  are  finding  they  can  do  their  work  as  well  as  the  rest,  if  they  try. 

I  find  that  the  children  who  receive  individual  instruction  feel  encouraged, 
try  harder,  work  better,  and  enjoy  their  work  more. 

As  we  think  over  our  work  at  the  close  of  the  day,  we  no  longer  have 
qualms  of  conscience  over  the  three  or  four  stupid  ones  that  we  have  failed 
to  reach.    We  know  we  have  done  our  duty  by  every  child. 

This  individual  instruction  is  a  stimulus  to  all.  Pupils  realize  that  the 
lesson  must  be  mastered,  they  put  forth  greater  effort,  and  the  time  and 
patience  of  the  teacher  are  spared. 

We  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  backward  pupil,  and  we  learn  to 
sympathize  more  fully  with  him.  Soon  these  backward  ones  can  keep  their 
places  in  class  without  individual  help. 


12 


Nearly  all  our  teachers  are  practicing:  the  plan  of  "  class-indi- 
vidual'' teaching,  with  more  or  less  emphasis  on  the  individual 
teaching.  Longer  experience  is  necessary  to  demonstrate  fully 
the  benefits  of  the  plan,  but  indications  are  ample  that  we  shall 
secure  the  same  favorable  results  that  accompany  its  use  else- 
where. 

MORAL  CULTURE  IN  THE  SCHOOL. 

In  1789,  at  the  first  session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
held  under  the  National  Constitution,  a  statute  wa.s  enacted  con- 
taining the  following  provision: 

The  president,  professors  and  tutors  of  the  university  at  Cambridge  and 
of  the  several  colleges,  all  preceptors  and  teachers  of  academies  and  all 
other  instructors  of  youth  shall  exert  their  best  endeavors  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  children  and  youth  committed  to  their  care  and  instruction  the 
principles  of  piety  and  justice  and  a  sacred  regard  for  truth,  love  of  their 
country,  humanity  and  universal  benevolence,  sobriety,  industry  and  fru- 
gality, chastity,  moderation  and  temperance,  and  those  other  virtues  which 
are  the  ornament  of  human  society  and  the  basis  upon  which  a  republican 
constitution  is  founded;  and  they  shall  endeavor  to  lead  their  pupils,  as 
their  ages  and  capacities  will  admit,  into  a  clear  understanding  of  the  ten- 
dency of  the  above-mentioned  virtues  to  preserve  and  perfect  a  republican 
constitution  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  as  well  as  to  promote  their 
future  happiness,  and  also  to  point  out  to  them  the  evil  tendency  of  the 
opposite  vices. 

That  the  educators  of  to-day  are  in  harmony  with  the  thought 
of  the  old  Massachusetts  law-makers  is  shown  by  the  following 
extract  from  the  Declaration  of  Principles  adopted  by  the  Na- 
tional Educational  Association  at  its  session  in  1005: 

The  association  regrets  the  revival  in  some  quarters  of  the  idea  that  the 
common  school  is  a  place  for  teaching  nothing  but  reading,  spelling,  writ- 
ing and  ciphering;  and  takes  this  occasion  to  declare  that  the  ultimate 
object  of  popular  education  is  to  teach  the  children  how  to  live  righteously, 
healthily  and  happily,  and  that  to  accomplish  this  object  it  is  essential  that 
every  school  inculcate  the  love  of  truth,  justice,  purity,  and  beauty  through 
the  study  of  biography,  history,  ethics,  natural  history,  music,  drawing  and 
manual  arts. 
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The  building  of  character  is  the  real  aim  of  the  schools  and  the  ultimate 
reason  for  the  expenditure  of  millions  for  their  maintenance. 

During  the  past  year  your  superintendent  has  tried  to  lead  the 
teachers  to  a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  moral  aspects  of  their 
work  and  to  point  out  some  definite  means  by  which  moral  char- 
acter may  be  affected.  There  is  evidence  of  a  general  response 
to  the  call  of  duty  in  this  matter. 


It  is  not  the  course  of  study.  "The  right  sort  of  teacher  will 
turn  a  narrow  programme  into  a  feast  of  'fat  things  full  of  mar- 
row,' and  a  poor  teacher  will  reduce  the  richest  curriculum  to  a 
dull  gradgrind. "  It  is  not  the  "Batavia  plan"  or  any  other 
plan.  It  is  not  a  sound  theory  of  moral  culture.  It  is  the 
teacher  herself,  her  vigor  of  body  and  mind,  her  native  ability, 
scholarship  and  technical  skill,  her  moral  maturity,  her  devotion 
to  the  work  of  teaching,  her  sympathy  with  children  and  quick 
perception  of  their  needs,  and  those  other  qualities  which  make 
up  a  strong  personality.  The  teacher  is  the  vital,  determining 
factor  in  the  school. 

Hence,  the  supreme  duty  of  school  authorities  is  to  secure  good 
teachers,  to  use  all  means  to  make  them  better,  and  to  retain  them 
in  service.  Superintendents  in  small  towns  and  large,  in  city 
and  country,  are  finding  it  increasinsiy  difficult  to  secure  in  suf- 
ficient numbers  the  sort  of  teachers  demanded  by  the  present 
requirements  of  the  school.  Men  of  the  requisite  ability  can  no 
longer  be  secured  at  all.  except  for  the  few  positions  which  pay 
the  higher  salaries,  and  in  these  permanence  is  rare.  The  field 
of  employment  for  capable,  energetic  young  women  is  much 
broader  than  formerly.  Work  for  them  in  many  other  lines  is 
more  remunerative,  requires  less  preparatory  training,  and  in- 
volves smaller  drafts  on  health  and  nerves. 

Speaking  of  the  wages  of  teachers  in  certain  portions  of  rural 
Massachusetts,  Secretary  Martin  says:  "It  is  not  surprising  that 
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there  should  be  a  scarcity  of  qualified  teachers  in  these  towns 
and  counties.  The  wonder  is  that  teachers  enough  to  fill  the 
places  can  be  tempted  away  from  the  poorest  shop  work  and  from 
domestic  service,  where  the  annual  earnings  are  much  more." 

The  fundamental  difficulty,  of  course,  is  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  tax-paying  public  to  appreciate  the  high  value  of  the 
work  of  a  good  teacher.  This  value  cannot  be  expressed  in 
numerals  and  the  dollar  sign,  but  only  in  the  notation  of  a  higher 
realm.  The  situation  is  well  expressed  by  a  recent  writer  in  the 
Journal  of  Education : 

Teaching  is  harder  to  judge  than  any  other  kind  of  expert  service.  In 
most  service  requiring  special  knowledge  or  skill,  if  we  cannot  judge  of 
the  work  while  in  progress,  we  can  judge  of  its  results.  If  the  blacksmith 
is  unskillful  the  horse  goes  lame;  if  the  builder  is  a  botcher,  his  roof  leaks, 
his  doors  sag,  his  paint  scales,  or  his  plaster  falls;  the  poor  lawyer  loses 
his  case,  the  physician  his  patient;  but  for  poor  teaching  there  is  no  prompt 
or  ready  test.  In  fact  most  otherwise  well-informed  people  have  very  hazy 
notions  of  what  the  school  ought  to  bring  to  pass.  Our  people  believe  in 
education  without  knowing  exactly  what  the  word  means.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  from  a  good  school  the  youth  should  come  forth  with  a  body 
sound,  healthy,  and  graceful,  with  a  mind  furnished  with  a  goodly  stock  of 
knowledge  of  the  sciences  that  underlie  our  civilization,  and  of  the  best 
literature  in  which  its  ideals  and  spirit  are  expressed ;  it  will  have  trained 
his  powers  of  perception  and  reasoning;  it  will  have  established  that  scien- 
tific spirit  which  does  not  believe  and  take  for  granted,  but  weighs  and 
considers;  it  will  have  secured  reasonable  proficiency  in  reading,  writing, 
drawing,  computing,  singing,  speaking,  and  the  art  of  good  behavior. 

The  daily  administration  of  the  good  school  will  have  established  habits 
of  punctuality,  order,  industry,  courtesy,  and  self-control,  of  fidelity  to 
obligations,  and  a  due  sense  of  responsibility.  It  will  have  implanted 
high  ideals  of  life,  the  love  of  excellence,  a  passion  for  justice,  a  chival- 
rous sense  of  honor;  in  brief,  the  school  should  turn  out, — to  adapt  the 
words  of  Milton, — honest,  honorable,  high-minded  men  and  women  able  to 
discharge  justly,  skillfully,  and  magnanimously  all  the  duties  of  public  and 
private  life. 

The  man  or  woman  who  seriously  undertakes  the  teacher's 
office  with  such  an  ideal  of  the  results  to  be  sought  as  are  ex- 
pressed above,  must  hear  a  more  urgent  call  than  the  call  of  the 


dollar.  He  or  she  must  partake  deeply  of  the  noble  spirit  of 
unselfish  service.  Such  teachers  are  laying  the  foundations  of 
our  future  national  stability.  They  are  shaping  the  citizens  of 
the  future  republic.  Money  compensation  can  never  be  com- 
mensurate with  the  services  rendered,  but  it  should  be  enough  to 
enable  the  teacher  to  live  in  such  a  manner  as  to  best  conserve 
health  and  happiness,  to  keep  alive  and  growing  his  or  her  own 
soul  through  contact  with  nature,  literature,  and  life,  and  thus  to 
make  concrete  before  the  children  the  ideals  towards  which  they 
are  being  led. 

The  relation  of  parents  to  such  teachers  should  not  be  that  of 
opposition  nor  of  cool  indifference,  but  of  warm  friendship.  I 
appeal  to  parents  to  become  acquainted  with  the  teachers  of  their 
own  and  of  their  neighbors'  children,  to  give  them  the  apprecia- 
tion they  deserve,  and  to  co-operate  earnestly  with  them  in  their 
labors  for  the  most  precious  possession  of  our  homes  and  of  our 
comnnmities. 

Great  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  choice  of  teachers  for  our 
schools  to  secure  the  best  possible  for  the  compensation  allowed. 
In  searching  for  teachers  to  nominate  to  the  committees,  the 
superintendent  has  often  wished  that  he  were  authorized  to  offer 
a  dollar  or  two  more  per  week.  In  some  cases  it  would  have 
been  the  means  of  making  a  school  very  good,  instead  of 
passable. 

A  similar  addition  to  the  salary  of  a  teacher  who  had  received 
an  attractive  offer  elsewhere,  in  several  cases  would  have  enabled 
us  to  retain  an  efficient  teacher,  and  thus  to  avoid  the  loss  in- 
curred by  a  change. 

Our  present  teachers,  without  a  known  exception,  have  the 
right  attitude  toward  their  work.  As  would  be  expected,  they 
differ  in  native  ability  and  acqiiired  qualifications,  but  all  seem 
to  realize  the  high  demands  of  their  position,  and  are  willing  to 
work  and  study  to  worthily  meet  those  demands.  This  respect 
for  one's  work,  which  leads  to  earnest  effort  to  perform  it  with 
increasing  skill,  we  call  "professional  spirit."  Teaching  in  this 
country  can  hardly  sustain  a  claim  to  being  a  profession,  yet 
teachers  may  share  the  attitude  toward  their  work  which  is  sup- 
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posed  to  characterize  workers  in  the  recognized  professions. 
This  "professional  spirit"  is  manifested  by  onr  teachers  in  a 
very  commendable  degree. 

THE  TOWNS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

Holden. — The  average  membership  of  the  schools  is  thirty-two 
less  than  last  year,  and  the  average  attendance  thirty  less. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  Springdale  will  be  so  reduced  by  the 
removal  of  the  Glen  Mills  that  the  transportation  of  the  remain- 
ing children  to  Quinapoxet  may  seem  advisable.  The  consolida- 
tion of  the  school  at  North  "Woods  with  the  Jefferson  schools 
should  also  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 

Only  four  new  teachers  appear  on  the  list  this  year.  Two  posi- 
tions have  been  filled  twice.  Miss  Clara  K.  Bascom  was  pro- 
moted to  the  principalship  at  Jefferson,  and  the  vacancy  in  the 
intermediate  room  was  filled  by  the  transfer  of  Miss  Agnes  Do- 
lan  from  Dawson. 

The  High  School  had  no  senior  class  last  year.  In  place  of  the 
usual  graduation  exercises  in  June,  an  address  was  given  by  Rev. 
Everett  D.  Burr,  D.D.,  of  Newton. 

The  second  assistant,  employed  this  year  for  the  first  time,  has 
charge  of  all  the  work  of  the  ninth  grade,  also  of  physics 
and  ancient  history  in  the  senior  class.  By  present  arrange- 
ments, pupils  who  do  not  take  Latin  are  provided  with  its  full 
equivalent  in  other  work. 

Eight  pupils  are  candidates  for  the  diploma  of  the  school  in 
Jane  next. 

The  annual  reception  of  the  Alumni  Association  last  June  was 
made  the  occasion  of  suitable  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the 
honored  principal  of  the  school,  Mr.  Alonzo  K.  Learned,  had 
completed  a  quarter  century  of  service  to  the  town  in  his  present 
position.  All  unite  with  the  graduates  and  former  students  of 
tbe  school  in  the  feeling  which  found  expression  in  gifts  and  ap- 
preciative words. 

Oakham. — As  usual,  Oakham  leads  the  towns  in  its  per  cent,  of 
attendance.    The  Coldbrook  school  leads  all  in  the  union,  while 
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the  Centre  Primary  shares  the  second  place  with  South  school  in 
Holden. 

Miss  Julia  Connelly  replaced  Miss  Alma  Russell  at  the  "West 
school,  and  Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Woodis  returned  to  her  post  at  the 
South  school.    Otherwise  no  changes  in  teachers  have  occurred. 

For  the  year  ending  last  June  the  schools  were  actually  in  ses- 
sion an  average  of  153.4  days,  or  the  equivalent  of  thirty-one 
full  weeks.  The  regular  attendance  of  pupils,  the  small  number 
in  each  school,  and  the  permanence  of  the  teaching  force  are  con- 
ditions favorable  to  good  school  work.  Results  are  better  than 
would  usually  be  expected'  in  a  school  year  so  short,  but  they 
would  be  further  improved  if  more  time  were  given.  Only  two 
other  towns  in  the  county  still  adhere  to  the  lowest  legal  limit  of 
thirty-two  weeks.  It  is  hoped  that  Oakham  will  not  be  the  last  to 
lengthen  the  school  year. 

Paxton. — Last  year  I  was  glad  to  report  an  increase  in  the  per 
cent,  of  attendance,  but  this  year  there  has  been  a  falling  off. 
The  prevalence  of  measles  during  the  winter  term  accounts  for  a 
part  of  the  loss,  but  much  of  the  irregular  attendance  is  appar- 
ently due  to  the  negligence  of  a  few  families. 

Miss  Mabel  C.  Reid,  who  had  served  acceptably  in  another 
town  of  the  union,  succeeded  Miss  Minnie  Hodgkins  in  the  pri- 
mary room  in  September.    The  other  teachers  remain  the  same. 

The  candidates  for  admission  to  "Worcester  high  schools 
entered  with  a  good  record.  There  are  no  ninth  grade  pupils 
this  year. 

The  covering  of  all  the  blackboards  in  the  building  with  paper 
and  green  slating  greatly  improved  them  at  small  expense.  The 
finishing  and  tinting  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  is  another  inexpen- 
sive improvement  much  needed. 

Rutland, — It  is  pleasant  to  report  an  increase  in  membership, 
attendance  and  per  cent,  of  attendance.  For  the  first  time  the 
town  reduces  its  loss  by  non-attendance  to  ten  per  cent.  The  loss 
may  further  be  reduced  by  proper  attention  to  a  few  negligent 
families. 
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On  the  resignation  of  the  teacher  of  the  first  primary  room  at 
the  Centre,  in  the  winter1  term,  it  -was  found  practicable,  by  a  re- 
arrangement of  grades,  to  combine  the  two  primary  rooms.  The 
old  high  school  room  was  thus  left  vacant,  and  the  high  school 
was  moved  back  to  it  from  the  reception  hall. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Dunn  took  charge  of  the  High  School  the  second 
week  of  the  fall  term  in  place  of  Mr.  B.  A.  Albro,  who  left  us  to 
go  to  Princeton.  Miss  Mary  Carpenter,  Miss  M.  Louise  Spen- 
cer, Miss  Genevieve  Doran  and  Miss  Blanche  Kelley  have  re- 
signed during  the  3rear.  and  Miss  Katie  Johnson  resigned  at  the 
end  of  it.  Miss  Kelley  resigned  on  account  of  the  illness  of  her 
father,  and  all  the  others  to  accept  more  attractive  positions. 

All  the  teachers  of  Rutland  are  graduates  of  a  normal  school 
or  college,  and  are  serving  the  town  efficiently. 

The  most  pressing  needs  of  our  schools  are  a  longer  year  for 
the  elementary  schools,  and  more  permanency  in  the  teaching 
force.  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  in  thirty-two  weeks,  with  such 
frequent  changes  in  teachers,  our  results  cannot  compare  favor- 
ably with  those  of  towns  having  thirty-six  weeks  and  more  per- 
manent teachers.  I  see  no  way  of  meeting  our  "pressing  needs" 
without  a  larger  investment  of  money  in  the  schools.  Such  in- 
vestment promises  to  yield  large  dividends. 

The  High  School  is  approved  as  a  ''legal  high  school,"  and  the 
special  State  grant  of  $300  is  received  to  aid  in  its  support.  It 
is  expected  that  the  approval  will  be  continued.  The  member- 
ship of  the  school  is  now  twenty-eight.  Three  pupils  are  candi- 
dates for  graduation  in  June  next,  and  it  is  expected  that  sixteen 
will  be  eligible  to  admission  in  September. 

Miss  Dell  Ward,  Miss  Bessie  "Ward,  Miss  Mayme  Newman, 
Miss  Susie  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Percy  Nourse  received  the  diplo- 
ma of  the  school  last  June. 

EQUALIZING  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY. 

The  late  President  E.  H.  Capen,  in  writing  the  sixty-second 
report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  said:  "To  the  undersigned 
it  seems  that  if  education  is  the  duty  of  the  State,  that  duty  is 


1!) 


not  discharged  until  all  the  children  have  an  equal  privilege.  In 
a  great  city  like  Boston  the  children  of  the  poorer  sections  have 
as  good  facilities  and  as  good  teachers  as  the  children  of  the  rich 
and  fashionable  quarters.  Why  should  not  this  principle  extend 
to  the  entire  Commonwealth?" 

A  good  deal  has  already  been  accomplished  in  the  struggle  for 
equal  educational  advantages  to  all  the  children.  Text-books 
and  school  material  are  free  to  every  child.  High  school  instruc- 
tion is  offered  to  every  qualified  pupil.  Supervision  of  the  work 
of  the  schools  is  universal  and  compulsory.  The  State  school 
fund  is  greatly  assisting  the  rural  towns  of  low  valuation.  But 
the  work  is  far  from  complete.  The  town  of  Brookline.  for  ex- 
ample, spends  upon  every  pupil  in  its  schools  $50.84  annually,  a 
tax-rate  of  $2.04  per  thousand  supplying  the  money,  while  the 
town  of  Holden  must  tax  itself  at  a  rate  nearly  three  times  as 
high  in  order  to  spend  less  than  half  as  much  money  upon  each 
pupil. 

Probably  the  equality  of  privilege  of  which  President  Capen 
wrote  will  not  soon,  if  ever,  exist  at  an  equal  taxation  cost.  Our 
rural  communities  must  bear  greater  burdens  than  are  borne  by 
the  great  centers  of  wealth.  The  characteristic  principle  of 
Massachusetts  policy,  that  of  local  initiative  and  control,  will 
still  persist.  The  people  of  each  community  will  do  the  best  they 
can  for  their  own  children.  Led  by  their  wisest  and  most  public- 
spirited  citizens,  our  rural  towns  will  bear  cheerfully  the  bur- 
dens which  may  be  necessary  in  caring  properly  for  their 
"supreme  communal  interest,"  the  education  of  their  children. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  co-operation  of  my 
associates  in  the  schools,  and  to  express  to  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men of  the  various  committees  my  deep  appreciation  of  their 
confidence  and  support. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Holden,  Mass.,  March  10,  1906. 
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Financial  Year  Ending  March  1,  1007. 


BARRE,   MASS.  : 

MRS.   JENNIE  C.    SPOONKK,   STEAM    HOOK   AND  JOB  I'RINTEK. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


Town    Officers  For  1906. 


TOWN    CLERK  : 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

SELECTMEN  : 

HARRY  B.  PARKER,  JOHN  P.  DAY, 

GARDNER  M.  DEAN. 

ASSESSORS  : 

SAN  FORD  H.  BULLARD,   SYLVESTER  H.  HASKELL, 
FRANK  NYE. 

OVERSEERS  OF   THE  POOR  : 

JESSE   ALLEN,  EDMUND  CODY, 

WM.  H.  PARKMAN. 

COLLECTOR  : 

EDMUND  CODY. 

TREASURER  : 

GEORGE  S.  BUTLER. 

CONSTABLES : 

WM.  S.  CRAAVFORD,  WALTER  R.  DEAN, 

GILBERT  T.  BUTTERFIELD,  BERT  S.  REED, 

WALTER  A.  WOODIS,  ORIN   D.  WEBBER. 


AUDITOR  : 

WALTER  M.  ROBINSON. 

EEN<  E   VIEWERS  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  S.   H.  HASKELL, 

C.  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

SCHOOL     COMMITTEE  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  MRS.  jtf.  L.  WOODIS, 

HORACE  W.  LINCOLN. 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES : 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,  FRANK  E.  DAVIS, 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE  : 

JAMES  P.   FAIRBANK.  MASON  S.  DEAN, 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

SUPERINTENDENT  UK  STREETS: 

WILLIAM   A.  NYE. 

TREE    WARDEN  : 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

MEASURERS   OK    WOOD  : 

GEORGE  S.  BUTLER,  WALTER  A.  WOODIS, 

W.   R.   I) LAN,  PERRY  WOOD. 

M  E  W  REUS    <  IV     I.I  MISER  : 

\V.   R.   DEAN,  PERRY  WOOD, 

JAMES  LEYDEN. 

HELD  DRIVERS. 

A.   H.   DRAPER,  G.  S.  BUTLER, 

FRED  KIMBALL,  C.   M.  PACKARD. 
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CATTLE  INSPECTOR: 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

SKXTON : 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

FOREST  FIREWARD  : 

CHARLES  TROWBRIDGE. 

SEALER  OK   WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

CHARLES  M.  PACKARD. 

SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT  : 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  finan- 
cial year  ending  March  1,  1907  : 


Paid  Town  Officers. 


TOWN  CLERK. 


Paid  town  clerk,  services,  SI 8  40 

Express,  5  9" 

Justice  fees,  75 

Postage,  1  62 


TREASURER. 

Paid  treasurer,  for  services,  $2")  00 

Postage,  1  62 


COLLECTOR. 

Paid  collector,  for  services,  $75  00 

Collector's  book,  1  34 

Printing,  6  20 

Postage,  (i  8") 

Discount  on  taxes,  179  84 


$26  67 


$26  62 


$269  23 


7 


SELECTMEN. 

Paid  Harry  B.  Parker,  $25  00 

John  P.  Day,  25  00 

Gardner  M.  Dean,  25  00 

Postage  and  telephone,  8  31 

Traveling  expenses,  G  44 


$89  75 


ASSESSORS. 

Paid  S.  H.  Billiard,  $31  42 

Frank  Nye,  33  01 

S.  H.  Haskell,  25  00 


$89  43 


OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 
Paid  for  support  of  paupers,  $531  95 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 
Paid  for  support  of  schools,  $2501  31 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

Paid  for  repairing  highways,  $1191:1  42 

Opening  roads,  257  54 

 $1456  96 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS. 


Paid  H.  S.  Harwood, 

$2  00 

W.  C.  Ayres, 

2  oo 

William  Gaffney, 

2  oo 

W.  C.  Bliss, 

2  oo 

Joseph  Gilboy, 

2  oo 

Ernest  Hand, 

2  00 

James  Fairbanks, 

2  oo 

A.  C.  Morse, 

$16  00 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 
Paid  for  support  of  town  library,  $73  08 

AUDITOR, 

Paid  Walter  M.  Robinson,  $18  00 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTEKS. 

Paid  G.  M.  Dean,  $8  00 

H.  B.  Parker.  8  00 

John  P.  Day.  8  00 

  $24  00 


STREET  LAMPS. 

Paid  Harland  Angier,  $54  00 

G.  T.  Butterfield,  48  00 


$102  00 


SEXTON. 

Paid  James  P.  Fairbanks.  822  00 

SHADE  TREKS. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  tree  warden,  $15  00 

BOND  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  O'Brien  &  Russell,  for  treasurer  and 

collector,  $25  00 

FOREST  FIREWARDS. 

Paid  W.  H.  Bullard,  $  35 

C.  H.  Trowbridge,  3  75 

 $4  10 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 
Paid  care  of  cemeteries  and  repairs,  $8  48 
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STATE  AID. 

Paid  S.  Amanda  Reed,  $48  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  36  00 

John  E.  Stone,  48  00 

Russell  Arnold,  36  00 

Julia  Guilford,  48  00 

  $216  00 

STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAX. 

Paid  state  tax,  $385  00 

County  tax,  385  00 

  $770  00 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 
Paid  for  supplies,  $1  05 

INSPECTOR  OF  PROVISIONS, 
Paid  S.  H.  Billiard,  $"»4  00 

STATE  ROAD. 
Paid  selectmen,  $5S4  01) 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 
Paid  G.  M.  Dean,  $7  55 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  G.  M.  Dean,  repairs  on  church  belfrey 

and  steeple,  $103  00 
Gov.  Curtis  Guild,  Jr.,  San  Francisco 

fund,  100  00 

G.  S.  Butler,  oil  can,  75 

C.  M.  Packard,  repairing  tire  hooks,  etc.,  1"  8:> 

Daniel  H.  Rice,  D.  W.  Needham  case,  22  11 
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Paid  DeLand  Brothers,  printing,  $2  75 
W.  R.  Dean,  auto  sign  posts,  4  50 
W.  R.  Dean,  wood  for  town  hall,  23  50 
Jennie  C.  Spooner,  printing  town  re- 
ports, 29  00 
Worcester  Trust  Co.,  note  and  interest,  1015  00 
Worcester  Abstract  Co.,  37  deeds  and 

2  probates,  6  10 

John  P.  Ranger,  ML  C.  Needham  case,  19  08 

G.  T.   Butterneld,   watching   tire  at 

Perry  Wood's,  2  50 

W.  R.  Dean,  furnace  door,  etc.,  7  50 

H.  J.  Lawrence,  1903,  1904,  1905, 1906, 
printing  ballots,  46  00 

F.  E.  Davis,  care  of  hall  and  clock,  35  00 

F.  S.  Conant,  supplies,  75 

R.  F.  Parker,  labor  on  auto  signs,  3  60 

John  P.  Day,  repairs  on  street  lamps,  75 

J.  P.  Fairbanks,  burial  of  David  Newton,  35  00 
Harry  B.  Parker,  supplies  and  labor  on 

auto  signs,  2  62 

D.  H.  Pice,  services  field  day,  5  00 

E.  W.  Merrick,  Perry  Wood  case,  37  99 
Jennie  C.  Spooner,  printing  assessors 

reports,  20  00 

 $1593  33 


$8598  58 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submit  ted. 


HARRY  B.  PARKER, 
JOHN  P.  DAY, 
GARDNER  M.  DEAN, 

Selectmen  of  Oukhnm. 


List  of  Jurors  as  Revised  by  the  Selectmen. 


C.  II.  Parker,  Alfred  C.  Morse,  Henry  Bartlett, 

Frank  S.  Conant,        W.  H.  Parkman,        James  Leyden, 
Charles  H.  Trowbridge,        Frank  E.  Davis,        John  P.  Day, 
Gilbert  Butterh'eld. 


Treasu  rer's  Report . 


Dr. 

To  cash  balance,  $1214  25 

Received,  balance  of  fines  in  criminal  case.      42  25 


Two  auctioneers'  licenses, 

4 

00 

One  butcher's  license, 

1 

00 

State  returns  for  inspection  of  animals. 

14 

50 

State  Board  of  Education,  High  school 

tuition, 

8( » 

00 

City  of  Boston,  school  supplies, 

180 

00 

City  of  Boston,  tuition  of  children, 

24 

50 

Trustees  Lyman  and  Industrial  schools, 

23 

00 

Jesse  Allen,  on  account  of  superin- 

tendent of  schools, 

187 

50 

Income  Massachusetts  school  fund, 

96;3 

7-") 

Sale  of  school  supplies, 

1 

49 

Chicopee,  relief  of  D.  Shea, 

91 

it.". 

State  aid, 

243 

00 

Burial  of  indigent  soldiers, 

35 

on 

State  Highway  loan  fund, 

536 

00 

Dog  fund, 

If,:. 

06 

Rent  of  piano, 

75 

Rent  of  hall, 

34 

50 

Charles  A.  Fobes  estate,  trust  fund, 

10n 

00 

Charles  A.  Fobes  estate,  legacy, 

100 

00 

13 


Received,   interest  on  Charles    A.  Fobes 
legacy, 

Interest  on  George  H.  Gould  trastfund, 
Interest  on  C.  M.  Maynard  trust  fund, 
Interest  on  Stephen  Lincoln  trust  fund, 
Interest  on  Daniel  A.  Dean  trust  fund, 
Interest  on  .Martha  M.  Macullar  trust 
fund. 

Interest  on   C.   M.   Maynard  library 

fund, 
Corporation  tax, 
National  Bank  tax, 
Edmund  Cody,  taxes,  1 905, 
Edmund  Cody,  taxes,  1906, 
Worcester  Trust  Co., 
Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Ripley,  cemetery  trust 

fund. 

Interest  on  bank  deposits, 


$5  07 
2  00 
1  50 

1  .VI 

2  (10 

2  00 

23  OS 
!l  37 
42  6G 
70.".  G7 
M923  87 
1000  00 


18  14 


-S'.'Sol  3(3 


Cr. 

By  paying  selectmen's  orders,  $85'J8  58 

Depositing  C.  A.  Fobes  trust  fund,  100  00 

Depositing  Mrs.  S.  B.  Ripley  trust  fund,      25  00 

Cash  in  treasury,  1077  78 

 !?9801  3G 


CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS. 

George  II.  Gould,  SI 00  00 

Daniel  A.  Dean,  100  0d 

Caroline  M.  Maynard,  150  00 
Stephen  Lincoln, 


50  00 
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Martha  M.  Macullar,  $100  00 

Charles  A.  Fobes,  100  00 

Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Ripley,  25  00 

LEGACY. 

Benjamin  P.  Clark,  $408  OG 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  S.  BUTLER, 

Treasurer, 


Collector's  Report. 


Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  of  1905,  $7fsl  02 

Interest  on  taxes,  32  78 

  $813  80 

Cr. 

By  treasurer's  receipts,  $7o5  67 

Abatement,  6  14 

  711  81 

$lol  99 

Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1906: 

State  tax,  $385  00 

County  tax,  385  00 

Town  tax,  4182  67 

Interest,  3  50 

 $4956  17 

Cr. 

By  treasurer's  receipts,  $3923  87 

Uncollected  taxes,  1032  30 

 S4956  17 


Respectfully  submitted, 


EDMUND  CODY, 

Collector. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


W.  A.  Nye, 

$385 

01 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

18 

00 

E.  H.  Dwelley, 

90 

01 

Leroy  Burt, 

116 

01 

Edwin  Green, 

79 

29 

B.  P.  Woodis, 

100 

72 

.1.  C.  Woodis, 

128 

12 

B.  S.  Reed, 

109 

56 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

11 

88 

W.  H.  Ballard, 

20 

13 

A.  B.  Black, 

10 

25 

W.  R.  Dean, 

40 

50 

L.  Jeffrey, 

4 

•25 

Albert  Hapgood, 

8 

75 

R.  F.  Parker, 

31 

08 

S.  H.  Billiard. 

10 

i  M I 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

8 

53 

0.  D.  Tottingham, 

3 

00 

E.  Jeffrey, 

1 

38 

J.  P.  Day, 

2 

75 

F.  E.  Loving, 

10 

•25 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son, 

3 

95 

§1199  42 


OPENING 


17 

ROADS 


— 1906. 


Paid  W.  Gaffney, 
J.  P.  Gaffney, 
G.  Hnrlburt, 
J.  Moran , 
C.  S.  Clifford, 
W.  E.  Swindell, 
James  Scott, 
W.  McClanathan, 
B.  P.  Woodis, 
B.  Banks, 
G.  T.  Butterfield, 
W.  H.  Boyd, 
S.  H.  Bullard, 
A.  B.  Spooner, 
M.  White, 
W.  A.  Nye, 
J.  K.  Rawson, 
J.  P.  Day, 
James  Gilboy, 
John  Gilboy, 
S.  Haskell, 
T.  G  Gaffney, 


OPENING  ROADS —  1907 

Paid  W.  E.  Swindell, 
Dona  Bolia, 
Ira  Stone, 
W.  H.  Boyd, 
Nathan  Fisk, 
William  Snay, 


$5  it  8 
6  40 
1  23 

30 
5  ^8 

44 

3  67 
60 
96 

1  05 

2  80 
1  22 

4  31 

5  60 
1  58 

6  92 
1  93 
1  05 
1  75 
1  7."» 
6  10 
6  10 


$67  62 


$1  01 
70 
7d 
3  06 
8  75 
3  15 
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jraiu  jci.  d.  xjuiihiu, 

V' '  XX 

XL.  XX.  U\\  eil\  , 

ijr.  x.  JDimti nem, 

J.  H.  Iveep, 

7R 

A.  13.  SpoouGr, 

3  7<! 

Edwin  Green, 

-i     _  .7 

V\j  1 1  MO  m  finnnni- 

\\  ilJltilll   V.Ttlllilc>  , 

R  3() 

T?  \V/,, 

J.  RQ 

J.  E.  Rawson, 

TT    A  Dexter 

1 1  07 

XX  1 

O.   XX.  JDUliaiU, 

n  r-> 

Pro  Til'        i  inao 
XiaUlv  I 

1  -t<) 

James  Scott, 

9.1   1  "i 

>\ .  A.  x>usnneiJ, 

0  ou 

m  .  \v .  x>ai  iieix, 

0  07 

\j.  O.  l_-111IUl  Q, 

.1    (  o 

TT       4       /  i             P  .  J 

H.  A.  Craw toid, 

6  48 

W.  A.  Woodis, 

5  20 

Eugene  Sanders, 

88 

John  Gilboy, 

9  21 

J.  P.  Gaffney, 

12  18 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

4  US 

J.  P.  Day, 

2  34 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

1  05 

J.  H.  Gilboy, 

3  7."» 

P.  O'Donnell, 

1  93 

SI  SO  92 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WILLIAM  A.  NYE, 

Superintendent  of  Streets 


REPORT  OF  THE 


OVERSEERS  of  the 


Paid  for  aid  furnished  Almira  Woodis, 
For  aid  furnished  Charles  Winslow, 
For  aid  furnished  .Job  Simmons, 
For  aid  furnished  family  of  Daniel  Shea, 
For  aid  furnished  family  of  Joseph  Greenwood, 
For  aid  furnished  W.  I ).  Lloyd, 
Taking  poor  to  Worcester, 
Jesse  Allen,  overseer, 
Edmund  Cody,  overseer, 
Wm.  H.  Parkman,  overseer, 
Postage  and  telephoning, 


Actual  expense  of  supporting  our  own  poor, 


$146  00 
110  19 
118  53 
91  95 

6  89 

7  14 
4  4.') 

24  50 
10  00 
10  00 
2  30 


$531  95 


Cr. 


From  the  City  of  Chicopee, 
From  the  City  of  Worcester 
From  the  Town  of  Spencer, 


$91  95 
2  20 
6  89 


S101  04 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JESSE  ALLEN, 
\V.  H.  PARKMAN, 
EDMUND  CODY, 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Free  Public  Library. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Dr. 

Balance  on  band,  $13  90 

Fines  and  sale  of  cards  and  catalogues,  3  M9 

Received  from  town,  73  08 

  $90  97 

Cr. 

Paid  F.  E.  Davis,  librarian,  25  00 

G.  N.  Briggs,  exchange  of  books  for 
Coldbrook,  25  00 

For  new  books,  29  Go 

Express  and  postage,  1  SO 

Balance  on  hand,  9  ->1 

  $90  97 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  1390 
Added  during  the  year,  31 
Circulation,  1725 
Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  48 
Smallest  number  charged  in  one  day.  21 
Number  of  persons  taking  books,  120 


All  friends  of  the  town  are  rejoicing  over  the  prospect  of 
the  new  '-Fobes  Memorial  Library  Building,"  plans  fur  which 


21 


will  soon  be  presented  to  the  Town  by  the  Library  Committee. 

The  very  generous  gift  of  $6000  from  Mrs.  C.  E.  Fobes 
of  Worcester  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gifford,  together  with 
the  legacy  of  $4000  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Fobes,  pro- 
vide ample  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  building  which  will 
fully  meet  our  desires  and  be  an  ornament  to  the  town. 

M.  L.  WOODIS, 
F.    E.  DAVIS. 
JESSE  ALLEN, 

Library  Trustees. 


REPORT  OF 

The  Cemetery  Committee. 


Paid  for  repairs  ou  West  tomb,  $4  25 

For  general  care  of  Went  cemetery,  11 

For  general  care  of  South  cemetery,  2  95 

For  general  care  of  Southwest  cemetery,  1  80 

For  general  care  of  Centre  cemetery,  1  23 

For  tomb  door,  South  cemetery,  51  25 

For  care  of  individual  lots,  9  00 


$81  48 

LOTS  NOW  PROVIDED    WITH   PERPETUAL  CARE. 

Gould  lot  in  West  cemetery. 

Fobes  lot  in  West  cemetery. 

S.  Lincoln  lot  in  West  cemetery. 

Ripley  lot  in  West  cemetery. 

D.  R.  Dean  lot  in  South  cemetery. 

Edmund  Dean  lot  in  South  cemetery. 

C.  Reed  lot  in  South  cemetery. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
J.  P.  FAIRBANK, 
31.  S.  DEAN, 

Ce.meteni  Coin  in  itt^c. 


REPORT  OF 

The  School  Committee. 


STATISTICS. 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  102 

Average  membership,  00.7 

Average  attendance,  85.5 

Percentage  of  attendance,  94.4 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND   OTHER  RESOURCES. 

Balance  of  state  school  fund,  $500  00 

School  fund  of  1(J06,  963  75 

Support  of  schools,  1200  00 

School  superintendent,  Go  00 

Dog  fund,  1  55  06 

State  return  for  school  superintendent,  187  50 

Education  of  state  children,  '-'4  50 

Education  of  Boston  children,  18  i  U0 

Education  of  Lyman  school  children,  l'3  00 

High  school  tuition  refunded,  8')  00 

Sale  of  school  supplies,  1  4'.' 

 S3:?75  30 
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School  Expenses. 

SALARIES. 

Paid  Superintendent  H  J.  Jones, 
Florence  E.  Bothwell, 
Mrs.  Minnie  M.  Day, 
Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis, 
Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Woodis, 
Miss  Ruth  E.  Butterfield, 
Miss  Julia  E.  Connelly, 
Mrs.  George  Edson, 
Miss  Dorothy  D.   Keyes,   musical  in- 
structor, 
Miss  Ethel  M.  Braman, 

TRANSPORTATION. 
Paid  Mrs.  George  Edson, 

SUPPLIES. 

Paid  for  supplies, 

FEEL. 

Paid  L.  S.  Green, 
W.  R.  Dean, 
C.  H.  Trowbridge, 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Bushnell, 
Mason  S.  Dean, 
0.  D.  Tottinghani, 


TUITION. 

Paid  town  of  Bane, 
Town  of  Rutland. 


$24.0  00 
820  1)0 
14n  do 

70  00 
34o  oo 
320  oo 
310  oo 

1,5  oo 

55  oi) 
99  OO 
 $1909  00 


$38  50 
8113  07 

8G  oo 
IN  24 
S  15 
13  00 
:!2  50 
20  00 
  897  89 

8-10  (to 
4o  oO 


880  00 
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CARE  OF  HOUSES. 

.Paid  Lottie  Thresher.  $3  25 

Morton  Butterfield,  9  75 

Harlan  Angier,  32  30 

Francis  Gaft'ney,  8  00 

Helena  Rutherford,  3  00 

Eugene  Sanders,  5  50 


REPAIRS. 

Paid  W.  A.  Woodis,  $2  70 

W.  C.  Ayres,  67  60 

W.  Angier,  5  25 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  Jesse  Allen,  services,  1905,  SU  00 

Same,  services,  1906,  39  00 

M.  L.  Woodis,  services,  1905,  21  00 

Same,  services,  1906,  16  00 

H.  W.  Lincoln,  services,  8  50 


$61  80 


$75  55 


$125  50 


Total,  $2501  31 

Respectfully  submitted, 


JESSE  ALLEN, 
MINNIE  L.  WOODIS, 
HORACE  W.  LINCOLN. 

ScIlUOl   ( 'mil  ill  ilti'i' . 


2(5 

ROLL  OF  HOISOR. 

The  pupils  named  below  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  number  of  terms  specified  : 

Center  Schools.  One  term:  Carl  Christiansen,  Charlotte 
Keep,  Dannie  O'Donnell,  Harlan  Angier,  Leone  Boyd,  Flor- 
ence Edson,  John  Marshall,  Allie  Swindell.  Raymond 
Thresher,  Lavander  Clifford,  Charles  Keep,  Alfred  Morse, 
Arthur  Rymill,  Rose  Rymill. 

Two  terms:  Orvis  Banks,  Harold  Dunham,  Nellie  Hale, 
James  McDonald,  Frank  Stone,  Lillian  Wheeler,  Ida  Yeo, 
Blanche  Yeo,  Alice  Bullard,  Allie  Swindell. 

Three  terms:.  Mildred  Burt,  Evelyn  Clifford.  Florence 
Draper,  Alice  Loring,  George  Dean,  Johu  Marshall,  Raymond 
Thresher. 

Coldbrook  School.  One  term:  Lester  Howe,  Walter 
Howe,  Mildred  Hunt,  Willie  Wilson.  Susie  Winslow,  Ada 
Wood. 

T'i-<>  term* :  Evelyn  Cody,  Earle  Lawless,  Beatrice  Monroe, 
Marion  Winslow. 

Three  terms:  Ralph  Cody,  I.eRoy  Monroe,  Earle  Parker. 

South  School.  One  term:  Helena  K.  Rutherford,  Lottie 
C.  Thresher.  Jennie  T.  Bullard,  Ruby  E.  Bullard,  Herman  N. 
Dean,  James  Kenney. 

T>ro  terms:  John  Robinson,  Minnie  M.  Rutherford, 
Marion  C.  Rutherford,  Fred  Kenney. 

Three  terms:  May  I).  Robinson.  Hazel  D.  Robinson 
Donald  A.  Rutherford,  Martin  J.  Cavanaugh. 

West  School.     One  term  :  Francis  Gaffney. 

Ten  term-::  Annie  Gaffney,  Willie  Mora!;,  John  Moran, 
Willie  Gaffney. 
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REPORT  OF  AUDITOR. 


This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  all 
original  bills  and  vouchers  of  the  Selectmen,  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  School  Committee,  Road  Commissioners,  Library  Trus- 
tees, Cemetery  Committee  and  Tree  Warden  and  find  them 
to  be  correct.  I  have  also  examined  the  Treasurer's  account 
and  find  it  to  be  correct,  also  the  Collector's  account  and  find 
his  receipts  to  be  as  reported,  also  the  uncollected  taxes. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  M.  ROBINSON 


Auditor. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  and  DEATHS 

For  the  Year  1906. 


BIRTHS. 

January  8,  daughter,  Mary  Katberine,  to  James  and  Mary 
E.  Leyden, 

May  28,  son,  Herbert  Everett,  to  Frank  and  Mabel  M.  Howe. 
December  1,  daughter,  Hazel  Constance,  to  George  A.  and 
Maud  A.  Briggs. 


MARRIAGES. 

June  2,  Henry  W.  Stone  to  Ellen  G.  Hall. 

DEATHS. 


DATK. 

v. 

M. 

D. 

Mar.  13,  Charles  B.  Caldwell, 

60 

11 

1 

Mar.  1G,  Flora  A.  Gueley, 

21 

7 

8 

April  2,  Lydia  D.  Anderson. 

98 

3 

12 

July  10,  Theodore  A.  Fuller, 

3 

15 

Sept.  7,  Edgar  B.  Pierce, 

43 

0 

19 

Sept.  8,  Benjamin  F.  Williams  (in  Worcester), 

4(  3 

K) 

4 

Oct.  1"),  David  Newton, 

82 

1 

16 

Nov.  6,  Hugh  Mullen, 

66 

Nov.  -20,  Cheney  Bothwell, 

71 

0 

3 

Nov.  23,  William  R.  Ban*  (in  Worcester), 

74 

6 

1 

Dec.  20,  Ruth  A.  Hallowell. 

13 

5 

8 

Number  of  voters:  Male,  136:  female,  10. 

Number  of  dogs  licensed,  78:  Male,  68;  female,  10. 


JESSE  ALLEN. 

Town  Clerk. 


Town   Meeting  W arrant. 


Commoinvealth  of  Massachusetts. 

WORCESTER,  S.S. 

To  William  S.  Cratcford,  or  either  of  the  constable*  of  the 
(own  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

Iii  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  vou 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  known  as  "Memorial  Mall,"  on  .Monday, 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit: 

Article  1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  "id.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  :'d.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  one  Selectman 
one  Assessor,  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  one  School  Committee, 
one  Library  Trustee,  one  Cemetery  Committee,  for  three  years, 
one  Assessor  for  two  years,  Collector  of  Taxes.  Treasurer, 
three  Fence  Viewers,  six  Constables.  Auditor  and  Tree  War- 
den, for  one  year.  Also  to  vote  t-Yes"  or  "Xo'"  in  answer 
to  the  question,  '-Shall  license  lie  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  :"  all  on  one  ballot.  Ballot 
to  be  folded  as  received,  when  presented  for  deposit  in  the 
ballot  box.  The  polls  to  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon and  may  be  closed  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Art:cle  5tli.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  Oth.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers,  as  required 
under  Chapter  79,  Revised  Laws,  Sections  18  and  19,  1902. 

Article  7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  roads  for 
ensuing  year. 

Article  9th.  To  rai^e  such  sums  of  money  as  may  lie  nec- 
essary to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  such  sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  lltli.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  l>y  the  selectmen. 

Article  12th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  13th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  Town  Clock  for  the  ensuing  year,  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  14th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  loth.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  16th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  their 
valuation  by  the  Assessors  printed  the  ensuing  year. 
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Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  have  the  library 
building  lot  surveyed,  corner  of  Maple  and  Central  street*,  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  18th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Article  l!)th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  some  person 
or  persons  as  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits  that  may 
be  brought  for  or  against  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  "20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  elect  a  high- 
way surveyor,  according  to  Chapter  11,  Revised  Laws,  Section 
336,  1(J02,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  21st.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate any  money  to  purchase  a  new  road  scraper,  or  pass  any 
vote  relative  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  Post  Offices, 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting  house,  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eighteenth  day  of  March,  in 
this  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seven. 


HARRY  B.  PARKER,  )  Selectmen 
JOHN  P.   DAY.  >  of 

GARDNER  M.  DEAN,  )  Oaklwm. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


FOR  THE 


CENTRAL  WORCESTER  UNION 

TOWNS: 

HOLDEN,  OAKHAM,  PAXTON,  RUTLAND 
WORCESTER  COUNTY,  MASS. 


MARCH,  1907 


THE  CENTRAL  WORCESTER  UNION. 


The  union  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and  salary  of  the 
superintendent  are  shared  as  follows:  Ilohlen,  one-half;  Rutland,  one- 
fourth;  Paxton,  one-tenth;  Oakham,  three-twentieths.  The  superintendent's 
year  begins  August  1.  Thirty-two  teachers  are  employed  in  twenty-nine 
schools.  The  chairman  of  the  joint  committee  is  Jesse  Allen  of  Oakham, 
and  the  secretary  is  Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden  of  Holden.  The  members  of 
the  various  committees,  with  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are 
shown  below : 


HOLDEN. 


Term  Expires. 


Mrs.  Anna  P.  Fay, 

T.  Walter  Howe, 

Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden,  secretary. 

William  J.  Powers, 

James  A.  Holden,  chairman, 

Mrs.  Martha  E.  Graham, 


1907 
1907 
190S 
1908 
1909 
1909 


RUTLAND. 


Term  Expires. 


Louis  M.  Hanff,  secretary, 
Dennis  E.  Smith,  chairman 
William  C.  Temple, 


1907 
1908 
1909 


OAKHAM. 


Term  Expires. 


H.  W.  Lincoln, 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  secretary, 
Jesse  Allen,  chairman, 


1907 

1908 
1909 


PAXTON. 


Term  Expires. 


Lewis  S.  Clapp, 
Walter  E.  Clark, 
Mrs.  Susie  I-].  Flint, 


1908 
1909 
1910 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To   the   School   Committees  of  Holden,  Oakham,  Paxton  and 
Rutland. 

Since  the  organization  of  your  towns  into  the  Central  "Wor- 
cester Union,  your  superintendent  has  aimed  to  unify  the  work 
of  all  the  schools  under  his  supervision  so  far  as  local  condi- 
tions would  permit.  The  elementary  schools  have  the  same 
course  of  study  and  largely  the  same  text-books.  All  use  the 
same  system  of  records  and  reports,  and  the  same  general  p]ans 
of  supervision  are  applied  to  all.  For  these  and  other  reasons, 
this  seventh  annual  report,  like  its  predecessors,  is  made  to  you 
jointly.  As  in  previous  years,  matters  of  merely  local  interest 
are  briefly  treated  under  the  title,  ' '  The  Towns  in  Particular. ' ' 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  usual  "Summary  of  Attendance"  inserted  below,  and  the 
tables  following,  give  the  main  facts  as  compiled  from  the  school 
registers.    The  summary  shows  a  falling  off  in  the  per  cent,  of 


Summary  of  Attendance. 


~ 

5 
* 

Xo.  enr< 

lied  since  September  1,  LOOG . . . . 

508 

102 

82 

202 

954 

Average 

membership  for  year  

4.-,?,.  3 

90.7 

71.5 

222. 7 

871.5 

Average 

40S.5 

85.5 

02.4 

194.7 

75 1 . 1 

Per  cent 

of  attendance  for  year  

80.8 

94.4 

89.0 

8S.0 

90.3 

Per  cent 

.  of  attendance  for  last  year  . . . . 

91.2 

95.0 

SO.  8 

90.0 

90.9 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES. 
HOLDEX. 


Schools. 


High  School- 


^  Margery  A.  Rice- 
Center  Primary  •  ■  ■  •.  Margery  A.  Rice- 
(  Margery  A.  Rice- 


Teachers. 


Terms, 
1906- "07 


A.  K.  Learned,  Prin-  -  •  Spring. 

Marion  E.  Bascom  Fall  

Anjennette  Newton  •-■  Winter- 
Assistants 


(  Elizabeth  A.  Brown- 
Center  Grammar- •  »  Elizabeth  A.  Brown- 
(  Elizabeth  A.  Brown- 


Jefferson,  ; 
First  Primary  •  ■  -  / 


Jefferson, 
Second  Primary 


Jefferson, 
Intermediate 


Jeffersi  in , 
Gramma  r 


Chaffin  Primary. 


Chaffin  Grammar 


Quinapoxet 
Primary  -  ■ 


Quinapoxet 
Grammar- 


Xorth  Woods. 


Springdale 


Dawson 


>  1 1 1 1 1 


Lanra  L.  Chenery..  ■ 
Josephine  V.  Judge. 
Ella  Bartley  

Esther  C.  Hendricks. 

Ella  O.  Peter>on  

Ella  O.  Peterson  


■  Spring- 
•  Fall-.  .. 
Winter. 

Spring. 

[Fall  

I  Winter. 

Spring. 

Kali  

!  Winter.. 

Spring. . 

Fall  

Winter.. 


Cnionvi 


Agnes  Dolan  

Esther  C.Hendricks- 
Esther  C.  Hendricks 


Clara  K.  Bascom  - 
Clara  K.  Bascom  - 
Clara  K.  Bascom  ■ 


Ella  C ».  Peterson  — 
Elsie  H.  Crawshaw- 
Manila  Clark  


L.  Cla  Skelton. 
L.  Cla  Skelton. 
,L.  Via  Skelton. 


Spring. 
Fall---. 
Winter. 

Spring. 
Fall ..  •  • 
Winter. 

Spring- 
Fall..-. 
Winter. 

Spring. 

Fall  

.Winter. 


A.  Florence  Kirby. 
A.  Florence  Kirby. 
A.  Florence  Kirby- 

Ethel  H.  Crowe.. . . 
Ethel  H.  Crowe-.. • 
Ethel  H.  Crowe--. 

Margaret  V.  Gra v- 
Margaret  V.  Gray- 
Margaret  Tracy  

I 

Man-  (..  <  .dull  .... 
Mary  G.  Cahill 


Margaret  Tracy. 
Margaret  Tracy. 
Mary  Early  


spring. 
Fall.--. 

.Winter. 

Spring. 
Fall-... 

[Winter. 

spring- 
Fall   

Winter.. 

Spring. 

Fall  

Winter.. 


sadi. 


1.  Packard. 
I.  Packard. 
I.  Packard. 


\gni'<  1.  Kiri.x 
Agnes  I..  Kirhy 
Agnes  I..  Kirliy 


Spring. 
Fall.... 
Winter. 

spring- 
Fall..-. 
Winter. 

Spring. 
Fall..-- 
Winler 


13 
12 
12 

13 
12 
12 

13 
12 
12 

13 
12 
12 

13 
12 
12 

13 
12 
12 

13 
12 
12 

13 
12 
12 


65.0 
65.4 


49.0 
37.7 


29.2 
34.7 

33.3 

4(1.4 
33.1 
27.4 

32.1 
3S.0 
33.0 

23.0 
33.1 
31.1 

20.!) 
30.1 
20.!) 

30.0 
27.0 
27.0 


21 .0 
15.4 
21.0 

24.2 
20.4 
24.5 

21 .0 
10.0 
10.0 


411.3 
00.4 

58.0 


20.2 
32.4 
30.2 

41.1 
29.7 
19.3 

29.  S 
30.4 
2S.0 

21.8 
31.0 

26. S 

IS. 9 
28  2 


2S.9 
24.4 

22.0 

23.7 
23.0 
21 .2 

20.11 
14.5 
is.:; 

21.0 
1S.9 
22.1 

1S.0 
15  0 
14,3 


92.2 
91.0 
89.0 


91 .2 
92.0 
82.0 

89.7 
93.0 
90.0 

88.5 
89.3 
70.0 

93.2 
94.9 
89.0 

95.0 
93.5 
80.2 

90.5 
93.5 
87.0 


93  0 
84.0 

90.(1 
91.0 
84.0 

94 .8 
94 .2 
S7.0 


S5.0 
93.0 
90.0 


 I  10 

 I  15 

91.8  I  11 

I 

 i  15 


1 1 

112 

91 JJ 

'.10.0 

13 

1 1 

js.ll 

24.1 

Ml.  2 

58 

12 

23.0 

93.1 

17 

11 

21.:; 

17.'.) 

83  .S 

13 
12 

19.0 
ls.1 

17.7 
18.0 

'.19.  1 

71 

12 

1>  0 

17.0 

91.4 

l:: 

2o.  1 

is.,", 

'.'1  ii 

15 
31 

12 
12 

21  0 
20.8 

22  1 

91  i.i  i 
S2.4 

3S 
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PAXTON. 


Schools. 


Primary. 


Intermediate  • 


Grammar. 


TEACHKRf 


Mabel  C.  Reid... 
Sarah  T.  Britton 
Sarah  T.  Britton 


M.  Alice  Converse  

M.  Alice  Converse  

M.  Alice  Converse  — 

Jennie  R.  Burnhain  •  • 
Jennie  R.  Burnhain  •  • 
Jennie  R.  Burnham  ■  • 


Teh.ms. 
190C-'O7. 


Spring . 
Fall  ■■■ 
Winter 


Spring  . 
Fall  ••• 
Winter 


Spring 
Fall  ... 
Winter 


29.6 
30.8 

26-  2 

25.9 
31-0 

27-  1 

1-1-7 
15.1 
11.2 


a  c3 
g  C 


24-3 

27.3 
21.5 

22.5 
'28.2 
22-8 

13-  3 

14-  4 
12-9 


'A  — 

5  '■3 


111.4 
88- G 
82.3 

86-9 
91.1 
84.2 


0 
12 
6 

.88 
60 
52 


90-0 
95.5  ■ 
90-7  1  92-1 


RUTLAND. 


High  School- 


Intermediate  ■ 


Grammar. 


North  Rutland  . 


West  Rutland 


Center  Primary  •  • 


William  S.  Dunn, 

Principal. 
Louise  Mareley, 

Assistant. 


Beulah  W.  Higgins  • 
Beulah  W.  Higgins 
Beulah  W.  Higgins  • 

Martha  E.  Bemis  ■  •  ■ 
Martha  E.  Bemis  •  ■ 
Martha  E.  Bemis  •  • 


Louise  Mareley- 
Alice  F.  Dodge  - 
Alice  F.  Dodge  • 


Anna  F.  Finnerty  •  • 
Maud  A.  Moynihan 
S-sorgiana  f  :ke  •  •  ■ 


Spring. 
Fall  ... 
Winter 


spring. 
Fall  ... 
Winter 


Spring- 
Fall  •  ■- 
Winter 

Spring- 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring- 
Fall  ••■ 
Winter 


Marion  Kelleher  [Spring- 
Marion  Kelleher  Fall  ••■ 

Marion  Kelleher  Winter 


24 

0 

22 

6 

94.3 

15 

12 

29 

8 

28 

9 

96-8 

20 

15 

29 

0 

27 

6 

95.2 

95 

4 

2-5 

50 

fi 

44 

4 

87. 6 

51 

12 

44 

0 

38 

4 

89-3 

55 

10 

38 

6 

34 

1 

80-1 

85 

78 

42 

9 

40 

9 

95.3 

29 

12 

43 

0 

40 

■j 

93-5 

27 

10 

40 

8 

0 

90-7 

93 

o 

35 

1° 

36 

1 

33 

6 

93-0 

86 

0 

36 

5 

89-2 

91 

10 

37 

4 

31 

85-2 

89 

1 

54 

41 

o 

■  j 

86.0 

23 

44 

5 

29 

1 

65.4 

36 

10 

20 

0 

20 

0 

77-6 

76 

3 

24 

91-7 

30 

38 

1 

34 

4 

90- 3 

24 

in 

34 

28 

82.0 

OAKHAM. 


Mrs.  Mimic  M.  Day  •-- 

Spring- . . 

in  28.0 

26 

0 

93 

ii 

Center  Primary-  •  -  ■  j 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis 

Fall   

11      '21 -n 

20 

0 

0 

Ethel  Braman  

Winter  . . 

11  17.0 

13. 

0 

So 

IJ 

91-0 

12 

Florence  E.  Botlnvell. . 

Spring-  •  • 

in  :  13.8 

1:1 

(XI 

n 

6 

Center  Grammar  | 

Florence  E.  Bothwell  - 

Fall   

21 

s 

96 

i.l 

Florence  E.  Botlnvell  • 

Winter  •■ 

°3 

8 

>M 

1 1 

95.3 

11 

Ruth  E.  Butterfield.  •  ■  ■ 

Spring-  •  ■ 

10     '  14.8 

It 

6 

98 

n 

Coldbrool:  ^ 

Kuth  E.  Butterfield ... 

Fall   

11  1^-1 

18 

98 

4 

Ruth  E.  Butterfield-  ■  ■  ■ 

Winter 

11    '  17.0 

16 

6 

98.  1 

1 

Mrs.  Minnie  (..  Woodis 

Spring-  ■  ■ 

in    1  19.7 

18 

•1 

91 

10 

South  i 

Mrs.  Minnie  <i.  Woodis 

Fall 

11      ■_'( ) .  i ) 

19 

Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Woodis 

Winter  •  ■ 

11    j  16.5 

16. 

97-0 

\ 

Julia  Connolly   

Spring-  -  - 

in  13.3 

11 

6 

0 

Julia  Connelly   

Fall  

11  11.6 

11 

'.in 

0 

Julia  ( 'onnolly   

Winter  •■ 

pi       pi  ll 

s 

:  ii  i.5 

0 
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attendance  in  all  the  towns  except  Paxton,  as  compared  with 
last  year.  The  severity  of  the  present  winter,  and  the  presence 
of  a  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  several  schools,  may  account 
for  the  decrease. 

Let  me  again  call  your  attention  to  the  meaning  of  the  figures 
in  the  column  headed  "Per  cent,  of  Attendance,"  and  in  the 
following  one.  The  Coldbrook  school  in  Oakham,  for  example, 
secured  through  regular  attendance  98.4  per  cent,  of  the  benefit 
of  the  town's  expenditure  for  that  school,  suffering  only  a  small 
loss.  The  North  Rutland  school,  on  account  of  irregularity,  ex- 
cusable or  otherwise,  secured  only  76.3  per  cent,  of  the  benefits 
intended  by  the  town's  outlay  for  that  school. 

Much  of  the  losses  caused  by  irregular  attendance  is,  perhaps, 
unavoidable,  but  my  inquiries  indicate  that  a  large  part  of  these 
losses  might  be  saved  by  fuller  co-operation  of  parents,  attend- 
ance officers,  and  teachers. 

RECENT  HEALTH  LEGISLATION. 

The  Legislature  of  1906  enacted  a  law  which  requires  the 
school  committees  of  the  State  to  appoint  one  or  more  school 
physicians,  except  in  cities  in  which  medical  inspection  of 
schools  is  already  maintained  by  the  board  of  health.  Sec- 
tions 2  to  4  of  the  law  are  here  quoted : 

Section  2.  Every  school  physician  shall  make  a  prompt  examination 
and  diagnosis  of  all  children  referred  to  him  as  hereinafter  provided,  and 
such  further  examination  of  teachers,  janitors  and  school  buildings  as  in 
his  opinion  the  protection  of  the  health  of  pupils  may  require. 

Section  3.  The  school  committee  shall  cause  to  be  referred  to  a  school 
physician  for  examination  ami  diagnosis,  every  child  returning  to  school 
without  a  certificate  from  the  board  of  health,  after  absence  on  account 
of  illness  or  from  unknown  cause;  and  every  child  in  the  schools  under  its 
jurisdiction  who  shows  signs  of  being  in  ill  health  or  of  suffering  from  in- 
fectious or  contagious  disease,  unless  he  is  at  once  excluded  from  school 
by  the  teacher;  except  that  in  the  case  of  schools  in  remote  and  isolated 
situations  the  school  committee  may  make  such  other  arrangements  as 
may  best  carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  act. 
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Section  4.  The  school  committee  shall  cause  notice  of  the  disease  or 
defects,  if  any,  from  which  any  child  is  found  to  be  suffering,  to  be  sent 
to  his  parent  or  guardian.  Whenever  a  child  shows  symptoms  of  small 
pox,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  ehickenpox,  tuberculosis,  diphtheria  or  influ- 
enza, tonsilitis,  whooping  cough,  mumps,  scabies  or  trachoma,  he  shall  be 
sent  home  immediately,  or  as  soon  as  safe  and  proper  conveyance  can  be 
found,  and  the  board  of  health  shall  at  once  be  notified. 

The  town  of  Holden  has  already  made  the  appropriation 
which  the  law  prescribes  shall  precede  any  expenditure  required 
under  the  act,  and  has  appointed  two  school  physicians.  At 
the  coming  town  meetings  in  the  other  towns,  an  appropriation 
should  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  carrying'  out  the  provisions 
of  the  act.  As  the  duties  of  the  school  physician  are  limited 
to  the  examination  and  diagnosis  of  children  referred  to  him 
by  the  teachers,  the  appropriation  for  his  compensation  need 
not  be  large. 

A  further  provision  of  the  law  is  as  follows : 

Section  5.  The  school  committee  of  every  city  and  town  shall  cause 
every  child  in  the  public  schools  to  be  separately  and  carefully  tested  and 
examined  at  least  once  in  every  school  year  to  ascertain  whether  he  is  suf- 
fer in  2  from  defective  sight  or  hearing  or  from  any  other  disability  or 
defect  tending  to  prevent  his  receiving  the  full  benefit  of  his  school  work, 
or  requiring  a  modification  of  the  school  work  in  order  to  prevent  injury 
to  the  child  or  to  secure  the  best  educational  results. 

The  test  of  sight  ami  hearing  shall  be  made  by  teachers.  The  commit- 
tee shall  cause  notice  of  any  defect  or  disability  requiring  treatment  to 
be  sent  to  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  child,  and  shall  require  a  physi- 
cal record  of  each  child  to  be  kept  in  such  form  as  the  state  board  of  edu- 
cation shall  prescribe. 

Reports  from  teachers  on  the  tests  of  siulit  and  hearing  are 
not  yet  complete.  Of  560  pupils  examined.  144.  or  about  25 
per  cent.,  are  reported  as  defective  in  sight,  and  65.  or  about 
H-/2  Pei'  cent.,  as  defective  in  hearing.  As  this  is  the  first 
lime  the  teachers  have  made  the  tests,  errors  are  epiite  possible. 
The  test  of  hearing  is  more  difficult  to  make  than  the  eye-test, 
and  errors  are  more  likely. 

It  is  too  early  to  report  definitely  regarding  the  practical  re- 
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suits  of  the  eye  and  ear  tests  in  our  schools,  but  experience  in 
towns  and  cities  where  similar  inspection  of  pupils  has  been 
practiced  for  several  years,  indicates  that  much  good  comes  of 
such  inspection. 

The  superintendent  in  Quincy,  Mass.,  reports : 

There  have  been  many  eases  of  marked  improvement,  not  only  in  schol- 
arship, but  in  conduct,  where  the  defects  have  been  corrected.  The  hand- 
writing of  some  has  undergone  a  gratifying  transformation;  others  have 
already  attained  a  rank  in  their  studies  much  above  their  previous  record; 
others  are  no  longer  troubled  with  headache  or  pains  in  their  eyes.  In 
many  cases  attention,  interest  and  ambition  have  displaced  indifference 
and  dullness,  and  in  several  instances  the  change  in  deportment  has  been 
-as  commendable  as  it  has  been  noticeable. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  results  desired  depend  upon  the 
prompt  attention  of  the  parent  or  guardian  to  the  notice  re- 
ceived from  the  teacher  or  the  school  physician.  This  notice 
advises  securing  competent  professional  advice  regarding  the 
defect  discovered.  For  example,  if  a  child  is  reported  as  hav- 
ing insufficient  visual  power,  an  oculist  should  be  consulted, 
and,  if  glasses  are  prescribed,  they  should  be  procured  at  once. 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  THE  TEACHER. 

To  the  less  thoughtful  onlooker,  educational  work  may  appear 
very  simple  and  easy.  There  are  many  educational  questions 
which  those  without  experience  and  only  casual  knowledge  are 
ready  to  answer  off-hand  and  with  much  positiveness.  A  great 
scientist  once  said,  "If  you  want  to  be  cocksure  of  a  thing,  look 
at  it  once  and  never  look  again."  He  himself  had  learned  cau- 
tion through  numerous  blunders.  So  those  who  have  given 
many  years  of  practical  study  to  the  vital  problems  of  the  school 
have  learned  the  exceeding  complexity  of  those  problems,  and 
by  such  persons  conclusions  are  stated  with  reserve.  Educators 
are  still  looking  for  light  on  some  of  the  oldest  and  commonest 
questions  of  theory  and  practice  in  school  teaching  and  manage- 
ment. 
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The  central  problem,  on  which  many  others  depend,  is  the  one 
named  at  the  head  of  this  article. 

What,  the  school  may  do  for  the  pupil  is  conditioned  by  what  the 
teacher  is,  in  equipment,  in  experience,  in  professional  spirit,  and  in 
personal  worth.  Everywhere  and  always  the  cry  is  for  splendid  teach- 
ers. The  issues  involved  are  of  such  far-reaching  consequences  that 
we  shall  never  be  content  with  anything  short  of  ideal  teaching  by 
ideal  teachers. — Supt.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Philadelphia. 

We  shall  never  get  the  ideal  teachers  in  any  great  numbers, 
therefore  we  shall  never  be  content.  But  the  schools  must  go  on, 
and  the  practical  questions  of  how  to  secure  competent  teachers, 
how  to  keep  them  alert  and  growing  in  efficiency,  and  how  to 
retain  proved  efficiency  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  children,  are 
questions  ever  with  us,  and  they  seem  to  be  growing  in  difficulty. 

At  the  present  time  the  supply  of  good  teachers  is  exceedingly 
limited.  The  condition  is  the  same  as  exists  in  other  lines  of 
industry.  Even  farm  help  is  very  scarce,  and  the  demand  for 
competent  skilled  labor  is  everywhere  far  beyond  the  supply. 
The  condition  in  the  various  industries  has  caused  a  decided  in- 
crease in  the  market  value  of  labor,  and  wages  have  risen.  Nat- 
urally the  same  result  must  take  place  in  the  industry  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  has 
written : 

Higher  wages  would  tend  to  secure  all  the  elements  of  efficiency. 
Abler  persons  might  be  drawn  from  other  employments;  teachers  could 
afford  to  spend  longer  time  in  preparation  and  so  gain  in  scholarship 
and  training;  they  could  afford  to  avail  themselves  of  forms  of  self- 
culture  now  beyond  their  means,  and  thus  grow  in  efficiency.  Fortu- 
nately the  country  at  large  is  awakening,  though  slowly,  to  the  fact 
that  the  teachers  make  the  schools,  and  that  in  the  last  analysis  the 
success  of  the  public  school  system  is  a  matter  of  wages. 

Xo  increase  of  salaries  that  we  ran  make  will  by  any  means 
relieve  all  the  difficulty  we  meet  in  securing  and  retaining  satis- 
factory teachers.  But  our  towns  are  able  to  make  such  an  advance 
over  present  salaries  as  to  overcome  a  part  of  our  trouble.  .At 
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the  proper  time  I  shall  be  prepared  to  recommend  reasonable 
action  regarding  the  salaries  of  teachers  whom  we  desire  to  re- 
tain, and  as  to  the  amount  to  be  offered  when  vacancies  are  to 
be  filled. 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  SUPERVISION. 

Given  a  force  of  teachers  as  good  as  the  compensation  offered 
will  secure,  the  practical  question  of  such  oversight  and  direction 
of  the  work  of  the  force  as  will  bring  the  best  returns  from 
the  town's  expenditure,  is  the  one  with  which  the  superintend- 
ent mainly  has  to  deal  in  his  daily  work.  His  work  closely 
corresponds  in  general  aim  to  that  of  the  superintendent  of 
any  business  or  manufacturing  enterprise.  Each  is  the  execu- 
tive officer  of  a  board  of  directors,  who  in  turn  represent  a  body 
of  stockholders,  to  whom  all  are  finally  responsible.  Both  must 
see  that  dividends  are  earned  for  the  stockholders.  But  there 
is.  however,  an  important  difference.  The  superintendent  of 
a  mill  can  show  his  results  by  a  balance  sheet  and  by  cash  in 
hand,  whereas  the  material  with  which  the  schools  deal  is  spir- 
itual, and  the  dividends,  though  real,  are  too  precious  to  be 
measured  in  dollars.  Hence  the  popular  failure  to  appreciate 
the  significance  of  the  school  enterprise. 

Though  the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools  is  a  compar- 
atively new  one,  considerable  has  been  written  regarding  the 
office  and  its  duties.  Your  superintendent  tries  to  keep  in 
touch  with  current  discussion  of  questions  of  supervision,  as 
well  as  with  that  of  the  general  educational  problem. 

Nothing  is  more  surely  established  in  pedagogy  than  that  the 
fundamental  ends  in  teaching,  knowledge,  power,  and  skill,  can 
be  developed  in  the  pupil  only  through  bis  own  activity.  ''It 
is  what  the  pupil  does,  not  what  the  teacher  says,  that  deter- 
mines the  success  of  the  teaching  process."  Hence  the  teach- 
er's function  is  to  arouse  and  direct  the  activity  of  the  pupil. 
In  the  exercise  of  his  function  of  a  teacher  of  teachers,  the 
superintendent  is  under  the  same  law.  If  a  teacher  is  to  ac- 
quire knowledge  which  will  aid  her  in  teaching,  if  she  is  to 
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attain  power  in  its  use,  if  she  is  to  develop  skill,  or  the  -ability 
to  do  her  work  easily  and  well,  it  must  be  by  means  of  her  own 
activity  in  study  and  practice.  The  thinking  or  the  work  of 
no  one  else  will  aid  her.  except  as  it  may  lead  her  to  think  and 
work.  One  of  the  problems  of  supervision  is  how  to  induce 
teachers  to  study,  definitely  and  practically,  the  questions 
which  pertain  to  their  daily  work.  Routine  is  easier  than 
study,  and  the  teacher  is  in  constant  danger  of  falling  into  it. 

A  teacher  of  high  intelligence  and  professional  spirit  will 
study  the  broader  aspects  of  education,  and  in  order  to  comi- 
teract  the  narrowing  influence  of  constantly  dealing  with  im- 
mature minds,  and  to  keep  her  own  soul  alive  and  growing,  will 
read  much  in  other  lines.  But  so  far  as  my  own  direction  of 
the  studies  of  teachers  is  concerned.  I  have  thought  it  best  to 
keep  very  close  to  daily  school-room  needs.  A  teacher  ought 
to  read  Browning  and  Tennyson,  but  she  must  know  how  to 
teach  spelling.  She  ought  to  read  the  best  fiction,  but  she 
must  know  how  to  run  a  school  programme  in  a  business-like 
way. 

"Utilizing  Educational  Resources"  is  one  topic  discussed  in 
teachers'  meeting  during  the  year,  and  planned  for  continuous 
study.  The  study  of  the  topic  was  designed  to  lead  teachers 
to  "scrutinize"  their  own  work  day  by  day,  with  a  view  to 
eliminating  waste,  just  as  industrial  concerns  do. 

"Class-Individual  Teaching"  has  been  studied  with  a  view 
to  establishing  firmly  in  daily  practice  the  plan  of  which  I  wrote 
in  my  report  of  last  year. 

"Training  Pupils  to  Study"'  has  received  attention  in  teach- 
ers' meeting,  and  is  expected  to  receive  the  teachers'  attention 
in  practical  ways  every  day. 

"Points  in  Teaching  Beading."  "Points  in  Teaching  Writ- 
ing." "Points  in  Teaching  Spelling,"  and  "Points  in  Teaching 
Drawing"  are  the  titles  of  outlines  furnished  teachers,  and  dis- 
cussed with  them,  and  which  they  are  expected  to  study  and 
reduce  to  practice. 

I  wish  I  could  report  extensive  reading  by  teachers  of  the 
many  helpful  professional  books  now  accessible.    I  have  in- 
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sisted  that  every  teacher  should  own  and  study  one  book  of 
that  class.  White's  "The  Art  of  Teaching-."  This  book  has 
proved  its  worth  as  a  clear  presentation  of  fundamental  peda- 
gogical truth,  and  teachers  are  often  referred  to  its  pages. 

The  response  to  the  call  of  the  superintendent  for  definite 
study  of  school  problems  on  the  part  of  the  individual  teacher 
as  a  means  of  increasing  efficiency  in  daily  work,  is  not  uniform 
in  results.  Such  uniformity  could  not  be  expected,  for 
we  have  the  young  teacher  whose  experience  has  not  yet  fitted 
her  to  see  the  large  meaning  of  the  work  she  has  undertaken, 
and  the  older  teacher  whose  feeling  of  self-satisfaction  pre- 
vents vigorous  effort  for  improvement.  But  in  many  eases  the 
results  desired  have  been  realized  in  a  high  degree. 

SOME  RESULTS  OF  THE  YEAR'S  EFFORT. 

Results  in  school  work  are  accomplished  mainly  in  the  school- 
room when  teacher  and  children  are  working  together.  The 
chief  factor  in  good  results  in  the  thoughtful,  vigorous,  persist- 
ent effort  of  the  faithful  teacher.  The  superintendent's  main 
duty  is  to  secure  if  possible  an  increase  of  thoughtfuluess,  vigor, 
and  persistency  on  the  part  of  his  faithful  teacher,  and  to 
direct  her  effort  in  the  most  fruitful  lines.  By  frequent  visits 
and  by  other  means,  the  superintendent  keeps  informed  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  work  being  done  in  the  various  school-rooms, 
and  is  ready  to  give  the  committees  a  critical  estimate  of  the 
ability  and  accomplishment  of  each  individual  teacher.  As  one 
means  of  acquaintance  with  the  facts.  T  have  asked  each  teacher 
a  few  questions  regarding  a  part  of  the  year's  endeavors,  and 
the  answers  are  before  me.  I  give  three  of  the  questions,  and 
select  a  few  answers : 

1.  Did  the  topic.  "Utilizing  Educational  Resources,"  treated 
on  pp.  01-9."),  Portfolio  I.  and  discussed  in  teachers'  meeting,  so 
take  hold  of  your  mind  as  to  cause  you  to  "institute  economies" 
in  the  lines  indicated  .' 
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Miss  A  :  Yes,  it  did.  I  found  I  had  been  wasting  time  in  various  ways, 
but  since  the  meeting  I  have  tried  very  hard  to  remedy  it. 

Miss  B:  Throughout  the  past  year,  and  especially  since  our  September 
meeting,  I  have  tried  to  utilize  educational  resources.  Time  has  been  saved 
by  training  the  pupils  to  move  more  promptly.  Paper,  writing  books,  etc., 
are  passed  at  a  given  signal  or  stated  time,  by  a  monitor.  I  have  studied 
my  plan  of  work  each  day  with  the  same  end  in  view. 

1/  iss  C :  I  have  tried  to  apply  the  idea  of  economy:  (1)  By  definite  as- 
signment of  definite  tasks.  (2)  By  making  thorough  knowledge  of  the  work 
necessary  to  meet  my  demands.  (3)  By  requiring  rapidity  of  thought  and 
expression.  (4)  By  insisting  on  the  lesson  being  learned  and  recited  by  the 
pupils.  (5)  Especially  by  making  them  understand  that  the  work  is  to  ad- 
vance every  day.  I  have  found  it  very  important  to  have  a  backward  pupil 
understand  that  the  class  work  goes  on  and  his  failure  will  not  retard  the 
whole  class. 

Miss  D:  I  have  made  an  effort  to  save  time  in  the  following  ways:  (1) 
By  opening  school  at  the  appointed  time.  (2)  By  distributing  materials 
before  the  session  begins.  (3)  By  avoiding  useless  repetitions.  (4)  By 
trying  to  have  the  work  done  well  the  first  time.  (5)  By  trying  not  to 
spend  time  in  useless  thinking  of  the  past  day 's  work. 

Miss  E :  I  have  tried  to  secure  good  use  of  the  study  time  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways:  (1)  By  the  definite  assignment  of  work.  (2)  By  demand- 
ing a  good  recitation.  (3)  By  trying  to  arouse  interest  in  the  lesson. 
If  you  can  get  the  boys  ami  girls  interested,  the  rest  is  easy. 

Miss  F :  Time  and  strength  have  been  saved  by  using  the  "class-indi- 
vidual'' method,  thus  securing  better  work  from  bright  pupils,  since  they 
are  not  kept  back  by  lazy  pupils  or  those  mentally  lacking. 

Miss  G:  I  have  tried  to  economize  time  in  these  ways:  (1)  Deciding 
what  I  wanted  to  do.  (2)  Doing  it  as  nearly  as  possible.  (3)  Letting 
pupils  who  were  not  prepared  to  recite,  sit  down,  and  then  taking  them  in- 
dividually. 

2.  Have  you  in  regular  daily  practice  a  definite  plan  of 
individual  teaching,  as  "the  supplement  and  corrective"  of 
class  teaching?    State  the  plan  and  the  results  secured. 
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Miss  K :  I  have  in  regular  daily  practice  a  definite  plan  of  individual 
teaching.  I  devote  thirty  minutes  of  each  day,  at  the  time  allotted  on  the 
programme,  to  giving  individual  instruction  to  those  pupils  whose  need  of 
it  I  have  previously  discovered.  I  also  alternate  written  class  work  with 
oral  class  work,  thus  gaining  more  time  for  individual  teaching. 

Miss  H:  Before  beginning  my  individual  instruction,  I  assign  to  the 
pupils  in  their  seats,  written  work,  which  must  be  done  and  done  well. 
Then,  when  every  child  is  at  work,  I  call  the  individual  to  my  desk  and 
seat  him  beside  me.  My  first  object  is  to  find,  by  questioning,  the  stum- 
bling block;  this  found,  we  go  to  work  together  and  work  patiently  and 
cheerfully.  My  aim  is  to  awaken  the  child's  activities  and  help  him  to 
help  himself. 

Miss  I:  The  results  secured  were  better  class  recitation,  more  interest 
in  the  work,  better  expression  and  manner  of  recitation,  promptness,  and 
accuracy.  P.  docs  much  better  work  than  before,  B.  recites  with  more 
freedom.  F.  is  more  active,  and  S.  is  more  careful,  L.  thinks  more  before 
she  attempts  to  perform  her  work,  and  many  more  do  far  better  than 
formerly. 

3.  Aside  from  matters  connected  with  the  above,  what  defi- 
nite improvements  in  your  school  work  have  yon  secured  dnring 
the  year  ? 

Miss  I:  I  have  tried  to  teach  the  children  how  to  study.  I  think  that 
my  effort  in  this  part  of  school  work  has  helped  one  or  two  boys  more 
than  anything  else  I  have  done. 

Miss  J :  I  think  I  have  succeeded  in  making  my  scholars  really  more 
interested  in  getting  their  lessons  every  day.  I  have  made  them  under- 
stand that  I  expect  nothing  less  than  that,  and,  to  a  rather  unusual  degree, 
they  have  given  me  that.  Because  of  this  co-operation  I  have  been  able 
to  get  over  more  ground  and  do  better  work  in  many  instances. 

Miss  I:  I  have  secured  a  definite  improvement  in  the  children's  man- 
ners. They  seem  more  thought  nil  for  others,  considering  each  other's  feel- 
ings, and  are  kind  and  gentle.  I  have  secured  better  spelling  and  lan- 
guage. I  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  on  spelling  and  am  pleased  with 
the  results.    There  is  a  great  chance  for  improvement  yet. 


15 


Miss  K:  I  have  noticed  that  my  pupils  have  become  more  alert.  They 
take  great  pride  in  the  study  period,  as  I  have  tried  to  make  them  feel  that 
they  are  working  independently  at  that  time.  We  have  made  a  definite 
improvement  in  our  reading  this  year.  There  is  also  an  improvement  in 
the  pupils'  drawing  and  written  work.  They  try  to  do  it  "right  and  at 
once. ' '  Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I  think  we  have  worked 
more  faithfully  and  cheerfully  together  than  ever  before. 

Miss  L :  I  find  that  in  most  of  the  subjects,  the  classes  are  further  ad- 
vanced than  they  were  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

These  answers  indicate  only  a  small  part  of  the  commendable 
effort  put  forth  in  our  schools  during  the  year.  It  is  the  total 
of  all  such  effort  that  produces  whatever  progress  we  may  have 
made.  In  some  schools  results  have  been  decidedly  unsatisfac- 
tory, and  in  some  they  have  been  highly  gratifying,  with  all 
degrees  of  efficiency  between  the  extremes.  On  the  whole,  it  is 
likely  that  our  progress  equals  that  of  previous  years.  The 
great  improvement  still  possible  challenges  our  earnest  teach- 
ers to  renewed  effort. 

THE  TOWNS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

Holden. — A  decrease  in  the  average  membership  of  the  schools 
was  reported  last  year,  and  a  further  small  decrease  is  noted 
this  year. 

The  expected  loss  of  pupils  at  Springdale  occurred.  The 
teacher  having  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  fall  term,  the  school 
was  closed  and  the  pupils  were  transported  to  Quinapoxet. 

Miss  Agnes  Dolan,  Jefferson  Intermediate,  resigned  at  the 
end  of  the  spring  term,  and  Miss  Margaret  Nelson  was  chosen 
for  the  place.  After  a  few  weeks,  she  accepted  an  offer  from 
Xatick.  and  Miss  Esther  C.  Hendricks  was  transferred  to  the 
position.  Miss  Ella  0.  Peterson  was  transferred  from  Chaffin 
lo  Miss  Hendricks'  place,  and  Miss  Elsie  II.  Crawshaw  was  elect- 
ed to  Chaffin  primary.  ^lss  Crawshaw  was  obliged  to  return  to 
her  home  a  few  weeks  later,  on  account  of  the  illness  of  her 
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mother,  and  Miss  Martha  Clark  has  acted  as  a  substitute.  Miss 
Laura  L.  Chenery  gave  up  her  work  soon  after  the  fall  term 
opened,  on  account  of  illness.  Miss  Josephine  V.  Judge  was  se- 
cured as  a  substitute  for  the  remainder  of  the  fall  term,  and  Miss 
Ella  Bartley  for  the  winter  term.  Miss  Chenery  is  expected  to 
return  for  the  spring  term.  Miss  Margaret  Gray  resigned  at 
North  "Woods  at  the  end  of  the  fall  term,  and  Miss  Margaret 
Tracy  was  transferred  to  the  place  from  Dawson.  Miss  Mary 
Early  was  secured  for  Dawson.  Miss  Mae  G.  Cahill  resigned  at 
Springdale  in  November,  and  the  school  was  closed. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the  thirty-one  pupils  entitled  to 
enter  the  ninth  grade  at  the  High  School  in  September,  every 
one  appeared.  The  high  school  teachers  are  the  same  as  last 
year,  and  the  work  is  distributed  in  the  same  way. 

The  following  were  graduated  in  June:  Classical  Course  — 
Patrick  E.  Hanaver.  Eva  E.  Came,  M.  Frances  Chenery,  Carrie 
L.  Marsh,  James  H.  Litchfield.  English  Course  — John  H.  McDer- 
mott,  Grace  E.  Lobdell,  Ervin  L.  Winn.  Anna  L.  Boyd  received 
a  certificate. 

Patrick  E.  Hanaver  entered  Clark  College  in  September, 
Misses  Boyd  and  Lobdell  entered  business  colleges,  and  Miss 
Marsh  is  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Barnard,  Sumner  &  Put- 
nam Co.  Mr.  McDermott.  Mr.  Winn  and  Mr.  Litchfield  are 
taking  post-graduate  work  in  the  school,  in  special  preparation 
for  technical  courses.  Misses  Chenery  and  Came  are  at  their 
homes. 

Six  pupils  are  candidates  for  graduation  in  June  next. 

It  should  be  noted  that  a  large  number  of  the  cases  of  tardi- 
ness reported  as  occurring  at  the  High  School  are  excusable, 
having  been  caused  by  the  late  arrival  of  electric  cars. 

OaliJtam. — As  in  previous  years,  Oakham  has  the  best  record 
of  attendance  of  any  town  in  the  Union.  Coldbrook  school  is 
first  in  per  cent,  of  attendance.  South  school  second,  while  the 
South  school  in  Hoi  den  takes  third  place. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  fall  term.  Mrs.  .Minnie  M.  Day 
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was  obliged  to  give  up  her  work  at  the  Center  Primary,  on 
account  of  illness.  Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis  filled  the  place  for 
several  weeks  as  a  substitute.  Mrs.  Day  not  becoming  able  to 
return,  Miss  Ethel  Braman.  of  Northfield,  was  engaged. 

Mrs.  Day  had  served  the  town  very  efficiently  for  seven  or 
more  years,  and  her  loss  from  the  schools  is  greatly  regretted. 

At  the  Center  Grammar  school  there  are  seven  pupils  pursuing 
high  school  studies,  having  completed  the  grammar  school  course. 
Much  credit  is  due  the  teacher  for  her  care  of  these  pupils  who 
do  not  find  it  practicable  to  leave  home  to  attend  a  high  school. 
The  pupils  also  deserve  praise  for  their  persistence. 

Miss  Dorothy  Keyes  of  Worcester  has  been  employed  since 
September  to  supervise  the  music  in  the  schools.  Below  is  her 
report : 

To  Mr.  Herbert  J.  Jones,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  supervisor  visited  each  school  once  a  week  during  the 
fall  term.  Through  the  winter  term  visits  were  made  but  once  a  month. 
Work  was  planned  for  the  regular  teachers  to  do  between  my  lessons.  I 
have  made  in  all  eleven  visits. 

The  course  in  music  as  laid  down  when  music  was  introduced,  has  been 
followed,  and  we  are  able  to  report  advancement,  especially  in  sight-sing- 
ing and  pitch.  It  has  been  proven  that  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  chil- 
dren can  learn  to  sing  and  that  all  can  learn  to  read  music.  In  all  the 
grades  considerable,  attention  has  been  given  to  written  work,  as  it  fixes 
principles  clearly  in  the  mind  of  the  child.  A  mid-year  exmination  has 
been  given  with  most  satisfactory  results.  Class-singing  has  not  been 
neglected.  Recently  the  Fourth  Reader  of  the  Xew  Educational  series 
has  beeu  secured  for  the  grammar  school,  which,  with  the  other  readers, 
gives  us  some  of  the  best  music  published.  Great  interest  is  shown  by  the 
children  in  their  work,  and  your  supervisor  urges  parents  to  give  their 
boys  and  girls  every  opportunity  to  hear  good  music  outside  of  school. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  superintendent  and  teachers 
for  their  hearty  co-operation  with  me  in  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DOROTHY  D.  KEYES, 

Supervisor  of  Music. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  February  2S,  1007. 
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Paxton. — Last  year  I  had  to  report  a  falling  off  in  regularity  of 
attendance.    This  year  there  is  a  decided  gain. 

Miss  Mabel  C.  Reid  resigned  in  June,  and  Miss  Sarah  T.  Brit- 
ton  took  charge  of  the  primary  room  in  September.  The  other 
teachers  remain  the  same  as  for  sevei'al  years. 

Four  pupils  are  preparing  to  enter  a  Worcester  high  school  in 
September  next. 

The  finishing  and  tinting  of  the  walls  was  done  in  the  summer 
vacation,  and  has  greatly  improved  the  appearance  of  the  rooms. 

Rutland. — The  gain  in  attendance  reported  last  year  has  not 
been  maintained,  as  the  tables  show.  The  removal  of  several 
families  from  North  Rutland  accounts  for  a  good  part  of  the 
loss. 

The  addition  of  two  weeks  to  the  32  weeks  of  school  required 
by  law  is  a  sign  of  progress.  An  addition  of  two  weeks  more  is 
desirable." 

Miss  Edna  H.  Johnson,  assistant  in  the  High  School,  resigned 
at  the  end  of  the  spring  term,  and  Miss  Louise  Marcley  was 
transferred  to  the  position  from  the  grammar  room.  The  teacher 
engaged  for  the  grammar  room  taught  three  days,  when  illness 
compelled  her  resignation,  and  Miss  Alice  F.  Dodge  was  secured 
for  the  position.  At  the  North  school.  Miss  Finnerty  was  called 
to  a  better  position  at  Hudson  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term,  and  Miss  Maud  A.  Moynihan  was  secured.  She  resigned 
to  go  to  "Westminster  after  a  few  weeks,  and  Miss  Georgiana  K. 
Fiske  of  Grafton  took  the  place.  The  other  teachers  of  last 
year  remain. 

Edward  A.  Han  IT.  David  M.  Hanff,  and  Mida  E.  Wentworth 
received  the  diploma  of  the  High  School  in  June.  The  gradua- 
tion address  was  delivered  by  Supt.  J.  G.  Edgerly  of  Fitch- 
burg. 

Edward  Hanff  was  admitted  on  examination  to  the  AVorcester 
Polytechnic  Institute,  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  teachers. 

We  are  fortunate  in  being  able  to  retain  Mr.  W.  S.  Dunn  as 
principal.    There  is  a  uniform  spirit  of  industry  and  earnest- 
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ness  manifested  by  the  twenty-nine  pupils  of  the  school.  The 
present  senior  class  is  six  in  number. 

A  noteworthy  addition  to  the  equipment  of  the  school  has 
been  made  by  the  presentation  of  nearly  one  hundred  dollai's' 
worth  of  apparatus  for  the  teaching  of  physics.  Mr.  Parmelee 
F.  Drury,  a  member  of  the  school,  secured  subscriptions  for  the 
purpose  from  citizens  of  the  town,  and  presented  the  appai'atus 
to  the  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  donors.  Our  thanks  are  due 
Mr.  Drury  for  his  enterprising  effort,  and  to  the  subscribers 
for  their  liberality. 

For  several  years  the  town  has  received  from  the  State  a  grant 
of  $300  to  aid  in  maintaining  a  "legal  high  school."  The  last 
Legislature  increased  the  amount  of  this  State  aid  to  $500.  an 
act  which  the  town  highly  appreciates. 


In  this,  and  in  six  previous  annual  reports,  I  have  aimed  to 
put  on  record  some  of  the  more  important  things  attempted 
or  accomplished  in  your  schools.  I  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  my  associates  during  another  year, 
and  thank  you  most  heartily  for  your  continued  confidence  and 
support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Holden,  Mass.,  March  9.  1907. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Town  Officials 

OF 


FOR  THE 

Financial  Year  Ending  March  1,  1908. 


BARRE,  MASS.: 

MKS.   JKNNMK  C.    SPOONER,   STEAM  BOOK   AND  JOB  PHfNTER. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


FOR  THE 

Financial  Year  Ending  March  1,  1008. 


BARRE,  MASS.: 

MRS.   J  ESN  IK  C.    SPOONER,   STEAM    BOOK   AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  190?. 


TOWN    CLERK  ! 

JESSE  ALLEN, 

SELECTMEN  : 

HARRY  B.  PARKER, 
GARDNER  M.  DEAN, 
JOHN  P.  DAY, 

ASSESSORS  : 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD, 
WALTER  A.  WOODIS, 
SYLVESTER  H.  HASKELL, 

OVERSEERS  OF   THE  POOH 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
Wffl.  H.  PARKMAN, 
EDMUND  CODY, 

SCHOOL     COMMITTEE  : 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 
♦HORACE  W.  LINCOLN, 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES ; 

FRANK  E.  DAVIS, 
MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 


Term  expires  1909 

Term  expires  1908 
Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1 910 

Term  expires  1908 
Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1  910 

Term  expires  1908 
Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1 910 

Term  expires  1908 
Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1910 

Term  expires  1908 
Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1910 


♦Deceased. 


4 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE  : 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK,  Term  expires  1908 

MASON  S.  DEAN,  Term  expires  1909 

JESSE  ALLEN,  Term  expires  1910 

COLLECTOR : 

EDMUND  CODY. 

TREASURER : 

GEORGE  S.  BUTLER. 

AUDITOR  : 

WALTER  M.  ROBINSON. 

TREE   WARDEN  : 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS  : 

WILLIAM  A.  NYE. 

FENCE  VIEWERS  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  S.  H.  HASKELL, 

C.  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

CONSTABLES : 

G.  T.  BUTTER FI ELD ,  BERT  S.  REED. 

M.  C.  WHEELER,  W.   R.  DEAN, 

WM.  H.  PARKMAN,  F.  WINSLOW. 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD  AND  BARK  : 

W.  R.  DEAN,  G.  S.  BUTLER, 

C.  F.  CALDWELL. 

MEASURERS    OK    LUMBER : 

W.  R.   DEAN,  B.   S.  REED. 

J.  LEYDEN,  W.  S.  CRAWFORD. 
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SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS   AND   MEASURES  : 

CHARLES  M.  PACKARD. 

FIELD  DRIVERS. 

M.  C.  WHEELER,  FRED  PARMENTER, 

EDWIN  GREEN,  F.  CALDWELL. 

CATTLE   INSPECTOR  : 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

SEXTON  : 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

FOREST  FIREWARD  : 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

AGENT  TO  PROSECUTE  AND  DEFEND    ALL    SLITS    FOR    OR  AGAINST 

THE  TOWN. 

FRANK  S.  CONANT. 

SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT  : 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  financial 
year  ending  March  1,  1908: 

PAID  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

TOWN  CLERK. 

Paid  town  clerk,  services,  820  10 

Express  and  postage,  5  37 

  825  47 


TREASURER. 


Paid  treasurer,  for  services,  825  00 

Postage  and  stationery.  3  81 


828  81 


COLLECTOR. 

Paid  collector,  for  services,  875  00 

Postage,  G  14 

Discount  on  taxes,  193  52 

Collector's  book.  1  31 


8275  '.17 


7 


SELECTMEN. 

Paid  Hairy  B.  Parker,  S25  00 

John  P.  Day,  25  00 

Gardner  M.  Dean,  25  00 

Postage  and  telephone,  7  33 

Traveling  expenses,  8  35 


890  68 


ASSESSORS. 

Paid  S.  H.  Ballard,  $28  75 

S.  H.  Haskell,  16  25 

W.  A.  Woodis,  38  75 

Books  and  postage,  2  58 

Printing  assessors  reports,  21  20 


8107  53 


OVERSEERS  OE  POOR. 

Paid  for  support  of  paupers,  8585  34 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools,  82462  53 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


Paid  for  repairing  highways.  81191  87 

Opening  roads,  40  20 


-81232  07 


BALLOT    CLERKS    AND  TELLERS. 

Paid  William  C.  Bliss,  82  00 

II.  T.  Needham,  4  00 

.1.  N.  Ball,  2  00 

Edmund  Cody,  2  00 

Alfred  Morse.  4  00 

C.  M.  Packard,  2  00 


816  00 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 

Paid  for  support  of  town  library, 

AUDITOR. 

Paid  Walter  M.  Robinson, 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

Paid  Harry  B.  Parker, 
Gardner  M.  Dean, 
John  P.  Day, 
Jesse  Allen, 

STREET  LAMPS. 

Paid  Harland  Angier, 
G.  T.  Butterfield, 
Edmund  Cody, 
E.  A.  Buck  &  Co.,  lamps, 
C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  supplies, 
George  Butler,  supplies, 
Win.  S.  Crawford,  labor, 

SEXTON. 

Paid  James  Fairbanks, 

TREE  WARDEN. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

BOND   FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  O'Brien  &  Russell, 

FOREST  FIRE  WARD . 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge, 


SI 28  42 


$25  00 


88 
8 
8 

12 


854 
24 
24 
21 
1 
1 


00 
00 
00 
00 


40 
00 
00 
00 
41 
70 
50 


$36  00 


S127  01 


$25  50 


S15  00 


825  00 


85  00 
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CEMKTEKY  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  care  of  cemeteries,  $59  85 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  S.  Amanda  Reed,  §48  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  36  00 

John  E.  Stone,  48  00 

Russell  Arnold,  36  00 

Julia  Guilford,  48  00 

  S216  00 

STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAX. 

Paid  state  tax,  §440  00 

County  tax,  394  00 

  8834  00 

BOARD    OF  HEALTH. 

Paid  for  supplies,  S3  70 

INSPECTOR  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Paid  S.  H.  Buliard,  S43  00 

STATE  ROAD. 

Paid  selectmen,  $533  16 

INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE. 

Paid  S.  H.  Buliard,  831  75 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  Gardner  M.  Dean,  So  28 

SOLDIER'S  RELIEF. 

For  Julia  Guilford,  SI  00 

S6939  07 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  as  follows  : 

Dr.  E.  P.  Bixby,  reporting  birth,  SO  25 

H.  J.  Lawrence,  printing  ballots,  10  00 
William  I.  Thompson,  surveying  library  lot  and 

setting  batter  boards,  29  85 

Mawbey  &  Johnson,  Perry  Wood  case,  55  98 

Jennie  C.  Spooner,  printing  town  reports,  29  48 

Arthur  B.  Chapin,  one-fourth  of  license  money,        1.37  50 

Henry  Bartlett,  special  police,  4  00 

Morton  Lincoln,  special  police,  4  00 

Fred  Parmenter.  special  police,  4  00 
Worcester  Record,  advertising  bids  for  library 

building,  1  35 

Mawbey  &  Johnson,  council  fee,  2  00 

Dennis  Ley-den,  labor  on  town  hall,  3  20 

C.  M.  Wheeler,  constable,  2  00 

Frank  Winslow.  constable,  2  00 

G.  T.  Butterfield,  constable,  2  00 

Napoleon  Hoagland,  fire  extinguishers,  14  00 

John  P.  Ranger,  Walter  Tucker  case,  8  87 

John  P.  Day,  labor  on  pump,  80 

F.  E.  Davis,  one  duster,  1  25 

Ross  Brothers,  pump  and  freight,  6  91 

M.  M.  Butterfield,  drawing  coal,   '  4  67 

John  Keep,  drawing  coal,  5  14 

W.  C.  Bliss,  coal  for  library,  40  80 

B.  S.  Reed,  constable,  4  00 

W.  C.  Ayres,  one-half  repairs  on  church  spire,  12  50 

W.  R.  Dean,  wood,  23  25 

F.  E.  Davis,  repairs  on  piano,  4  00 

O.  D.  Tottingham,  supplies  tor  library,  1  35 

George  S.  Butler,  supplies,  2  74 

F.  F.  Davis,  care  of  hall  and  clock,  .35  00 
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Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  labor  and  lumber  on  Allen 


fence,  §2  50 

C.  H.  Trowbridge,  labor  on  pump,  1  20 

Win.  S.  Crawford,  repairs  on  town  hall,  1  00 

H.  K.  Barnes,  supplies  for  fire  extinguishers.  6  25 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  two  pails,  fire  department,  50 


87403  47 


List  of  Jurors  as  Revised  by  the  Selectmen. 


C.  H.  Parker,  Alfred  C.  Morse,  Henry  Bartlett, 

Frank  S.  Conant,  James  Levden, 

Charles  H.  Trowbridge,       John  P.  Day,        Frank  E.  Davis, 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

HARRY  B.  PARKER, 
JOHN  P.  DAY, 
GARDNER  M.  DEAN, 

Selectmen  of  Oakham. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


Dr. 


To  cash  balance,  SI 077  78 

Received,  balance  of  fines  in  criminal  cases,  6  SO 

Auctioneer's  license,  2  00 

Butcher's  license,  3  00 

State  returns,  for  inspection  of  animals,  15  88 

State  Board  of  Education,  34  00 

Boston,  appropriation  for  schools,  185  00 
Trustees  of  Lyman  and  Industrial  schools,  22  50 
Jesse  Allen,  account  of  superintendent  of 

schools,  187  50 

Income  Massachusetts  school  fund,  964  99 

High  school  tuition  in  special  cases,  136  00 

Rutland,  school  supplies,  2  95 

F.  S.  Con  ant,  school  supplies,  2  02 

M.  C.  Needham  &  Co.,  liquor  license,  550  00 

Spencer,  relief  of  Joseph  Greenwood,  6  *9 

State  aid.  216  00 

Burial  of  indigent  soldiers,  35  00 

Corporation  tax,  14  07 

National  Bank  tax,  38  84 

Dog  fund.  129  23 

State  highway,  loan  fund,  530  00 

Rent  of  piano,  7  75 

Rent  of  hall,  28  00 
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Received,  H    P.  Wright,  erecting  watering 

trough  at  Mullett  spring,  816  00 

O.  D.  Tottingham,  apples,  1  00 

C.  M.  Wheeler,  grass  ou  coinmou,  2  00 

Fannie  W.  Kimball,  trust  fund,  _         50  00 

Mary  E.  Brown,  trust  fund,  50  00 

Edmund  Cody,  taxes,  1905,  116  81 

Same,  taxes,  1906,  877  40 

Same/ taxes,  1907,    -  4081  88 

Same,  discount  on  taxes,  193  52 

Interest  on  deposits,  24  52 


-$9609  33 


Ck. 

By  paying  selectmen's  orders,  87403  47 

Depositing   Fannie  W.   Kimball  trust 

fund,  50  00 

Depositing  Mar}7  E.  Brown  trust  fund,  50  00 
Depositing  Charles  A.  Fobes  legacy,  100  00 

Depositing  interest  on  Charles  A.  Fobes 

legacy,  5  07 

Cash  in  treasury,  2000  79 

  §0609  33 

CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS. 


George  H.  Gould, 

8100 

00 

Daniel  A.  Dean, 

100 

oo- 

Caroline  M.  Maynard, 

150 

00 

Stephen  Lincoln, 

50 

00 

Martha  M.  .Macullar, 

1 00 

mi 

Charles  A.  Fobes, 

100 

00 

Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Ripley, 

25 

00 

Fannie  W.  Kimball, 

50 

(III 

Mary  E.  Brown, 

50 

oo 
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LEGACIES. 

Benjamin  P.  Clark.  S408  06 

Charles  A.  Fobes.  100  00 


Respectfully  submitted. 


GEORGE  S.  BUTLER, 

Treasurer. 


COLLECTOR'S   K EPORT. 


Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  of  1905,  8101  99 

Interest  on  taxes,  1-1  82 


8116  SI 


Ch. 

By  treasurer's  receipts,  SI  1 G  81 

Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  of  1 906,  S1032  MO 

Interest  on  taxes,  32  94 


-81060  24 


Cr. 

By  treasurer's  receipts,  8877  40 

Abatements.  8  00 


8885  4() 


8179  84 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1907: 

State  tax,  S44  0  00 

County  tax,  394  00 

Town  tax,  3960  00 

Overlaying,  222  94 

Interest,  3  45 


-85020  39 


Cr. 


By  treasurer's  receipts, 
Uncollected  taxes, 
Abatements, 


$4275  40 
732  91 
12  08 
 $5020  39 


Respectfully  submitted, 


EDMUND  CODY, 


Collector. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1908  : 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

$467  33 

F.  E.  Winslow, 

81  01 

E.  H.  Dwelly, 

81  40 

J.  C  Woodis, 

131  00 

F.  H.  Boyd, 

63  61 

S.  F.  Woodis, 

94  34 

E.  Greeu, 

65  62 

N.  J.  Green, 

52  94 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

54  43 

B.  S.  Heed, 

13  5£ 

W.  R.  Dean, 

6  00 

C.  H.  Parker, 

8  61 

R.  F.  Parker, 

29  00 

W.  M.  Robinson, 

4  93 

F.  Parkman, 

2  59 

A.  C.  Morse, 

3  20 

II.  D.  Dullard, 

8  00 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

5  80 

L.  .1.  Bushuell, 

7  35 

F.  F.  Loring, 

11  15 

§1191  87 


18 


OPENING  ROADS,  1907. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye,  S8  46 

John  Gilbov,  1  42 

J.  H.  Gilboy,  1  92 

John  Gaffney,  1  76 

T.  C.  Gaffney,  2  27 

H.  W.  Lincoln,                                             '  3  20 

Frank  Dexter,  2  79 

Justin  Rawson,  1  93 

J.  J.  Donovan,  .  96 

Peter  White,  3  50 

Mason  S.  Dean,  2  79 

Win.  Gaffney,  1  58 

G.  W.  Stone,  7  62 


84 0  20 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  NYE. 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


REPORT  OF  THE 


OVERSEERS  of  the 


Paid  for  aid  furnished  Alinira  Woodis, 
For  aid  furnished  Charles  Winslow, 
For  aid  furnished  Job  Simmons, 
For  aid  furnished  Samuel  Hapgood, 
For  aid  furnished  Charles  Marden, 
Jesse  Allen,  overseer, 
Edmund  Cody,  overseer, 
Wm.  H.  Parkman,  overseer, 
Postage  and  telephoning, 


POOR. 


S146  00 
112  29 
189  00 
78  80 
15  00 
24  00 
10  00 
8  00 
2  25 


§585  34 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JESSE  ALLEN, 
WM.   H.  PARKMAN, 
EDMUND  CODY, 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Free  Public  Li  brary. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Dr. 


Balance  on  hand,  89  57 

Fines  and  cards,  3  35 

Received  from  town,  128  42 

 8141J34 

Cr. 

Paid  F.  E.  Davis,  librarian,  825  00 

G.  N.  Briggs,  exchange  of  books  for 

Cold  brook,  25  00 

For  new  books,  78  42 

Express  and  postage,  2  41 

Balance  on  hand,  10  51 

  8141  34 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  144G 
Added  during  the  year,  56 
Circulation,  2075 
Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  51 
Smallest  number  charged  in  one  day,  27 
Number  of  persons  taking  books,  127 


For  more  than  one  hundred  years  the  town  has  had  a 
public  library,  but  never  a  library  building.    Within  the  past 
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year  the  Fobes  Memorial  Library  Building,  built  of  field  stone, 
the  gift  to.the  town  from  the  late  C.  A.  Fobes  of  Petersham, 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Fobes  of  Worcester,  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Gifford  of  Tarry  town,  N.  Y.,  has  been  erected.  It  is  beautiful 
in  design  and  finish. 

Great  credit  is  due  the  building  committee,  also  the  archi- 
tects and  contractor,  for  their  faithful  and  valuable  services. 
The  building,  completely  furnished,  will  soon  be  dedicated,  and 
will  be  an  ornament  and  a  blessing  to  the  town. 

M.  L  WOODIS, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 
F.  E.  DAVIS, 

Library  Trustees. 


REPORT  OF 

The  Cemetery  Committee. 


The  grave  stones  in  the  Old  cemetery  by  the  church  have 
all  been  carefully  re-set  and  other  improvements  made. 

Fifteen  lots  have  received  especial  care,  the  expense  being 
borne  by  the  individual  owners. 
LOTS  NOW  PROVIDED  WITH  PERPETUAL  CARE. 
Gould  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
Fobes  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
S.  Lincoln  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
Ripley  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
Kimball  lot  in  West  cemetery. 
Edmund  Dean  lot  in  South  cemetery. 
Cheney  Reed  lot  in  South  cemetery. 
Sumner  Reed  lot  in  South  cemetery, 
Andrew  Spooner  lot  in  South  "West  cemetery. 


Respectful]}'  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
J.   P.  FAIRBANKS, 
MASON  S.  DEAN, 

Cemetery  Committee. 


Paid  general  care  of  West  cemetery, 
Same.  Old  cemetery. 
Same,  South  cemetery, 
Same,  South  west  cemeteiy7, 
Repairs  on  lawn  mower, 
For  care  of  individual  lots, 


$22  43 
19  10 
3  82 
2  00 


50 
12  00 


$59  85 


REPORT  OF 


The  School  Committee. 


STATISTICS. 
Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 
Average  membership, 
Average  attendance, 
Percentage  of  attendance, 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OTHER  RESOURCES. 


105 
88.9 
83.8 
03.2 


School  fund  of  1907, 

8964 

99 

Support  of  school, 

1 200 

00 

School  superintendent, 

60 

oo 

State  return  for  school  superintendent, 

is? 

50 

Education  of  state  children, 

34 

00 

Education  of  Boston  children, 

185 

00 

Education  of  Lyman  school  children, 

22 

50 

High  school  tuition  refunded, 

136 

00 

Sale  of  school  supplies. 

2 

02 

School  Expenses. 

•  SALARIES. 


Paid  Superintendent  H.  J.  Jones, 
Miss  Florence  E.  Bothwell, 
Miss  Ethel  Braman, 
Miss  Julia  E.  Connelly, 


-S2792  01 


S240  00 
320  00 
300  00 
330  00 
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Paid  Miss  Ruth  E.  Butterfield, 
Mrs.  Effie  T.  Swindell, 
1     Mrs.  George  Edson, 

Miss  Dorothy  D.  Keyes,  musical  in- 

s  true  tor, 
Mr.  S.  E.  Rich, 

TRANSPORTATION. 
Paid  Mrs.  George  Edson, 

SUPPLIES. 

Paid  for  supplies, 


FUEL. 


Paid  William  Gaffney, 
W.  R.  Deau, 
M.  S.  Deau, 
O.  D.  Tottingham, 
Walter  Billiard, 
S.  F.  Fairbauk, 
J.  P.  Fairbauk, 


Paid  town  of  Barre, 
Town  of  Rutland, 


TUITION. 


$320  00 
320  00 
20  00 


25  00 
20  00 


-S1895  00 


842  40 


8100  80 


819  50 

27  00 

15  00 

21  00 

23  00 
18  00 

24  00 


8147  50 


8136  00 
8  00 


8144  00 


CARE  OF  HOUSES. 


Paid  Morton  Butterfield, 
Francis  Gaffney, 
Harlan  Angier, 
May  Robinson, 


89  75 
6  00 
39  52 
10  15 


§05  42 
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810  16 

838  00 
17  00 
2  25 
  857  25 

82462  5:3 

It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  sadness  that  we  are  obliged 
to  record  the  death  of  our  associate  on  the  school  board  for  so 
many  years,  Dea.  Horace  W.  Lincoln.  Our  schools  will  greatly 
miss  his  genial  presence  and  wise  counsel. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
MINNIE  L.  WOODIS, 

School  Committee. 


REPAIRS. 

Paid  fur  repairs, 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  Jesse  Allen,  services, 
M.  L.  Woodis,  services, 
Postage  and  telephoning, 
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KOLL  OF  HONOR. 

The  pupils  named  below  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  number  of  terms  specified: 

Center  Schools.  One  term:  Mildred  Burt,  Annie  Chris- 
tiansen, James  Garland,  Evelyn  Clifford,  John  O'Donnell, 
Walter  Hennick,  Joseph  Massison,  George  Grimes,  Orton 
Butler,  Charles  Christian,  Joseph  Cowan,  Mary  Elliot,  Charles 
Keep.  Agues  Wood  is,  William  Morse,  Alice  Bullard. 

To:o  terms:  Orvis  Banks,  Allie  Swindell,  John  O'Donnell, 
KayinoiKi  Thresher.  Lavander  Clifford,  Hazel  Grimes,  -Rose 
Rymill. 

Three  terms:  George  Dean,  John  Marshall.  Arthur  Rymill, 
Orvis  Banks,  Harold  Dunham,  Nellie  Hale,  James  MacDonald, 
Blanche  Yeo,  Ida  Yeo. 

Coldbrook  School.  One  term:  Henry  Blake,  Earle  Bar- 
ker, Lester  Howe,  Earle  Lawless. 

Too  terms:  Doris  Bruce,  Ralph  Cody,  Marion  Wiuslow, 
LeRoy  Monroe. 

Three  terms:  Evelyn  Cody,  Beatrice  Monroe,  Susie  Wins- 
low. 

South  School.  One  term  :  Donald  Rutherford,  Minnie 
Rutherford,  Marion  Rutherford,  Louis  O lover,  Hazel  Robinson, 
Ruby  Bullard,  Fred  Kenney,  Lottie  Thresher,  Robert  Luce, 
James  Kenney.  / 

Three  terms:  Bernard  Dean,  May  Robinson,  John  Robin- 
si  m . 

West  School.  One  term  :  May  Scott,  Willie  Moran, 
Thomas  Moran. 

Tico  terms:  Edward  Gaffney. 

Three  terms:  Francis  Gaffney,  Annie  Gaffney,  Willie 
Gaffney. 
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REPORT   OF  AUDITOR. 


This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  all 
original  bills  and  vouchers  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  the 
poor,  school  committee,  road  commissioner,  library  trustees, 
cemetery  committee,  tree  and  fire  warden,  and  find  them  to  be 
correct.  I  have  also  examined  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer 
and  collector,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 


W.  M.  ROBINSON, 

Auditor. 


TOW  2?   CLERK'S   KEPORT  OF 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  and  DEATHS 

For  the  Year  1907. 


•  BIRTHS. 

DATE.    .  CHILD'S    NAME.  PARENTS. 

January  16,  daughter,  Marie  Clarinda,  to  Joseph  and  Clariuda 
Greenwood. 

March  20,  son,  James  Kiernan,  to  James  and  Mary  V.  Leyden. 

May  10,  daughter,  Mary  Gertrude,  to  John  C.  and  Lillian  Ruth- 
erford. 

October  4,  daughter,  Dorila  Rosahna,  to  Albert  and  Telerise 
Chagnon. 

November  8,  daughter.  Grace  Adelia,  to  Patrick  and  Kate 
O'Donuell. 

MARRIAGES. 

July  20,  Charles  L.  Hall  to  Gertrude  V.  McDonald. 
October  29,  Henry  U.  Crawford  to  Edith  L.  Bartlett. 
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DEATHS. 


DATK. 

Y. 

sr. 

d. 

i  i 

June  5,  Eliza  J.  Kimball, 

63 

8 

5 

July  7,  John  P.  Gaffney, 

38 

1 1 

19 

July  25,  Josepli  B.  Dwelly, 

73 

7 

0 

October  26,  Ruth  B.  Clark, 

96 

9 

Average  age,  seventy  arid  one-half  years. 

BURIED  IN  TOWN. 

March  29,  Lucy  B.  Henry, 

!)1 

April  22,  Benjamin  Nourse, 

79 

May  9,  Bertha  M.  Fobes, 

47 

5 

June  30,  Frank  E.  Burt, 

11 

August  18,  Thomas  A.  Loring, 

79 

8 

6 

Nov.  6.  George  Duffy, 

81 

4 
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Population,  519. 

Number  of  voters,  male,  131  ;  female,  10. 
Number  of  dogs  licensed,  69;  male,  62;  female,  7. 


JESSE  ALLEN. 

Town  Clerk. 


Warrant  for  Town  Meeting. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  Walter  R.  Dean,  or  either  of  the  constables  of  the  toicn 
of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
■are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  known  as  "Memorial  Hall,"  on  Monday, 
the  sixth  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit: 

Article  1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2d.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  !5d.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  one  Selectman, 
one  Assessor,  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  one  School  Committee, 
one  Library  Trustee,  one  Cemetery  Committee,  for  three  years, 
one  School  Committee  for  two  years,  Collector  of  Taxes, 
Treasurer,  Auditor,  Tree  Warden,  Highway  Surveyor,  three 
Fence  Viewers  and  six  Constables,  for  one  year.  Also  to  vote 
"Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to  the  question,  "Shall  license  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?" 
all  on  one  ballot.  Ballot  to  be  folded  as  received,  when 
presented  for  deposit  in  the  ballot  box.  The  polls  to  be 
opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th.  To  elioose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Article  5th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  6th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers,  as  required 
under  Chapter  79,  Revised  Laws,  Sections  18  and  19,  1902. 

Article  7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  loads  for 
ensuing  year. 

Article  9th.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuring  year,  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  such  sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  1 1th.  ■  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  selectmen. 

Article  12th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  1 3th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall,  Town  Clock  and  Library  Building  for 
the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  14th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  loth.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  16th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  their 
valuation  by  the  Assessors  printed  the  ensuing  year. 
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Article  17tl).  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Article  18th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  some  person 
or  persons  as  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits  that  may 
be  brought  for  or  against  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  19th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action 
towards  purchasing  any  chemical  fire  extinguishers,  or  pass  any 
vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  to  complete  the  grading  around  the  Fobes  Memorial 
library  building,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  2ist.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  a  deed 
of  the  Green  Hollow  Cemetery  and  take  perpetual  care  of  same, 
or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  22d.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate an}-  money  to  purchase  a  new  road  scraper,  or  pass  any 
vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  23d.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provision 
of  Chapter  o-l(!  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  1902,  to  elect  a 
Moderator  to  preside  in  all  town  meetings,  except  those  for 
election  of  State  officers  during  the  year,  or  pass  any  vote  rela- 
tive thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  Post  Offices, 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting  honser  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  nt  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
uf  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-first  day  of  March,  in 
this  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eight. 

HARRY  B.  PARKER,)  Selectmen 
JOHN  P.   DAY,  )■  of 

GARDNER  M.  DEAN,)  Oakhavi. 


EIGHTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Schools 


FOE.  THE 


CENTRAL  WORCESTER  UNION 

TOWNS  : 

HOLDEN,  OAKHAM,   PAXTON,  RUTLAND 
WORCESTER  COUNTY,  MASS. 


MARCH,  1908 


THE  CENTEAL  WORCESTER  UNION. 


The  union  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and  salary  of  the 
superintendent  are  shared  as  follows:  Holden,  one-half;  Rutland,  one- 
fourth;  Oakham,  three-twentieths;  Paxton,  one-tenth.  The  superintendent's 
year  begins  August  1.  Thirty-three  teachers  are  employed  in  thirty 
schools.  The  chairman  of  the  joint  committee  is  Jesse  Allen,  of  Oakham, 
and  the  secretary  is  Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden,  of  Holden.  The  members  of 
the  various  committee?,  with  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are 
shown  below: 


HOLDEN. 

Term  Expires. 

Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden,  secretary,  1908 

William  J.  Powers,  1908 

James  A.  Holden,  chairman,  1909 

Mrs.  Martha  E.  Graham,  1909 

Mrs.  Anna  P.  Fay,  1910 

T.  Walter  Howe,  1910 

RUTLAND. 

Term  Expires. 

Dennis  E.  Smith,  chairman,  1908 
William  C.  Temple,  1909 
Louis  M.  Hanff,  secretary,  1910 

OAKHAM. 

Term  Expires. 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  secretary,  1908 
Jesse  Allen,  chairman,  1909 
H.  W.  Lincoln,  1910 

PAXTON. 

Term  Expires. 

Walter  E.  Clark,  1909 
Mrs.  Susie  E.  Flint,  1910 
Lewis  S.  Clapp,  1911 


ANNUAL  REPOKT. 


To  the  School  Committees  of  Holden,  Oakham,  Paxton,  and 
Rutland: 

In  the  terms  of  the  statute,  your  towns  constitute  "a  union 
for  the  purpose  of  employing  a  superintendent  of  schools." 
The  superintendent  has  found  it  practicable  to  treat  his  entire 
field  as  a  unit  in  all  essential  matters,  and  therefore  reports  to 
you  as  the  "joint  committee"  who  employ  him. 

The  more  important  phases  of  the  school  enterprise  are  of 
common  interest  to  the  citizens  of  all  the  towns.  A  few  things 
of  local  interest  are  treated  under  the  title  "Town  Notes." 
Your  agreement  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  superintend- 
ent's time  and  effort  among  the  towns  corresponds  approxi- 
mately to  the  relative  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  and  no  serious 
difficulty  has  been  found  in  carrying  out  the  agreement. 

This  eighth  report,  like  its  predecessors,  is  furnished  to  the 
several  town  printers  to  form  a  part  of  the  annual  pamphlet 
issued  before  the  town  meeting.  The  early  meeting  in  Paxton 
makes  an  exception  necessary  there,  and  the  superintendent's 
report  goes  to  the  citizens  of  that  town  in  separate  form. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  "Summary"  below  and  to  the 
tables  which  follow.    The  latter  give  the  facts  of  attendance 


Summary  of  Attendance. 
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No.  enrolled  since  September  1,  1907, 

478. 

105. 

97. 

246. 

926. 

Average  membership  for  year, 

435.5 

88.9 

79.7 

211.7 

815.8 

Average  attendance  for  year, 

391.8 

83.8 

66.3 

189.4 

731.3 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year, 

89.7 

93.2 

S4.5 

89.2 

88.8 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  last  year, 

89.8 

94.9 

89.0 

88.0 

90.3 

4 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

HOLDEN'. 


Schools. 


Teachers. 


Terms, 
1907-08 


~  a 
3  E 

d  c 
55  ~ 
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High  School. 


Center  Primary... 


Center  Grammar. 


Jefferson, 
First  Primary... 


Jefferson, 
Second  Primary 


Jefferson 
Intermediate ... 


Jefferson 
Grammar. 


Chaflin  Primary. 


Chaffin  Grammar. 


Qninapoxet 
Primary... 


Quinapoxet 
Grammar.. 


North  Woods  


Springdale  . 


Dawson 


South  _ 


Unionville  . 


A.  K.  Learned,  Prin._. 

Marion  E.  Bascom  

Anjenette  Newton, 

Assistant; 


Margery  A.  Rice. 
Margery  A.  Rice- 
Margery  A.  Rice- 


Elizabeth  A.Brown. 
Elizabeth  A.  Brown. 
Elizabeth  A.  Brown. 


Ella  0.  Petersen  

Rena  E.  Perkins  

Rena  E.  Perkins  


Esther  C.  Hendricks. . 
Esther  C.  Hendricks. . 
Esther  C.  Hendricks. . 

Clara  K.  Bascom  

Clara  K.  Bascom  

Clara  K.  Bascom  

Elsie  H.  Crawshaw... 

Annie  C.  Buck  

Annie  C.  Buck  


L.  Ula  Skelton  

Dagny  Lindgren. 
Dagny  Lindgren. 


A.  Florence  Kirby... 

Martha  E.  Clark  

Martha  E.Clark  


Ethel  H.  Crowe  

Winnifred  P.  Gregg . 
Winnifred  P.  Gregg . 


Margaret  Tracy  

Margaret  Tracy  

Laura  li.  Desmarais. 


M.  Alice  Morong. 
M.  Alice  Morong. 
M.  Alice  Morong. 


Mary  Early. _.  

Mary  Early  

Ethel  G.  Ward  


Sadie  I.  Packard  . 
Sadie  I.  Packard  . 
Sadie  I.  Packard . 


Agnes  L.  Kirby  

Margaret  Balcom.. 
Mary  F.  Donovan. 


Spring.. 
Fall  ... 
Winter 


Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 


Spring. . 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 


Laura  L.  Chenery  Spring.. 

Laura  L.  Chenery  Fall  

Laura  L.  Chenery  Winter  . 


Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 


Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 

Spring.. 
Fall  .... 
Winter  . 


00.9 
61.6 
59.0 


43.3 
35.4 
37.4 

35.5 
38.8 
39.3 

29.7 
21.5 
21.1 

31.8 

36.3 
32.8 

32.9 
27.1 
28.9 

25.5 
33.6 
32.0 

29  3 
23.5 
23.0 

23.7 
26.9 
26.9 

20.0 
17.5 
16.0 

18.5 
16.6 
13.7 

13.6 
15.2 
14.3 

10.2 
14.1 
14.0 

21.0 
26.2 
19.9 

19.7 
22.0 
19.0 

24.3 
26.6 
20.3 


54.8 
57.6 
51.5 


3.8.5 
30.4 
30.9 

31.8 
35.7 
33.7 

27.0 
19.7 
14.6 

29.0 
34.1 
27.3 

30.3 
26.3 
25.5 

23.3 
30.7 
27.9 

25.4 
21.5 
20.4 

21.2 

25.5 


18.4 
16.8 
16.5 

16.5 
16.4 

13.2 

10.0 
14.3 
13.2 

9.2 
14.0 
13.7 

19.9 
23.4 
17.8 

18.9 
20.9 
16.7 

21.2 
22.7 
21.0 


89.9 
93.4 
87.2 


88.5 
85.9 
82.7 

89.5 
92.0 
86.9 

90.7 
91.7 
68.7 

92.0 
94.1 
83.5 

92.8 
93.6 
88.5 

91.3 
91.3 
87.2 

R6.7 
91.4 
8S.8 

90.0 
93.4 
94.6 

92.1 
83.1 
S7.2 

89.4 
93.3 
90.7 

77.0 
94.0 
91.7 

91.9 
99.2 
9S.0 

94.9 
89.3 
89.4 

95.0 
95.0 
88.1 

80.7 
85.7 
79.8 
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PAXTON. 


Schools. 


Primary  

Intermediate . 


Grammar. 


1  EACHERS. 

Terms, 
1907-08 

No.  Weeks 
in  Term. 

Average 
Membership.  | 

Average 
Attendance. 

Per  Cent,  of 
Attendance. 

Per  Cent, 
for  Year. 

No.  Cases  of 
Tardiness. 

Sarah  T.  Britton  

Spring... 

19 

33.9 

28.5 

83.7 

47 

Ethel  G.  Tolman  

Fall 

12 

40.9 

33.9 

82.9 

37 

Anna  F.  Finnerty 

Winter  .. 

33.2 

22.4 

67.0 

77.9 

0 

M.  Alice  Converse 

Spring... 

19 

25.7 

21.9 

S5.4 

102 

M.  Alice  Converse  

Fall 

13 

30.0 

26.2 

87.3 

41 

M.  Alice  Converse 

Winter  .. 

0 

28.0 

23.5 

83.5 

85.4 

20 

Jennie  R.  Burnham ... 

Spring... 

19 

15.0 

13.8 

91.8 

53 

Jennie  R.  Burnham... 

Fall 

13 

15.8 

13.9 

87.8 

38 

Agnes  W.  Welche  

Winter  .. 

6 

10.4 

14.9 

90.9 

90.2 

26 

RUTLAND. 


High  School. 


Grammar- 


North  Rutland. 
West  Rutland... 


Center  Primary  


Intermediate . 


William  S.  Dunn, 

Spring... 

13 

28.6 

27.0 

94.4 

Principal 

George  H.  Boyden, 

Principal 

Fall 

12 

28.4 

27.2 

95.9 

John  V.  Jewett, 

Principal 

Louise  Marcley, 

Winter  .. 

15 

28.9 

27.0 

9.35 

94.6 

Assistant 

Beulah  Higgins  

Spring... 

12 

45.3 

41.6 

91.8 

Marion  Kelleher  

Fall 

12 

35.3 

31.0 

87.2 

Marion  Kelleher  

Winter  .. 

10 

30.8 

25.2 

81.4 

S6.8 

Martha  E.  Bemis  

Spring... 

12 

40.3 

.3.H.1 

94.5 

Martha  E.  Bemis  

Fall 

12 

43.4 

40.1 

92.2 

Martha  E.  Bemis.  

Winter  .. 

10 

39.9 

33.5 

S4.0 

90.2 

Alice  F.  Dodge  

Spring... 

12 

38.3 

35.5 

92.4 

Beulah  Higgins..  

Fall 

12 

44.4 

40.8 

91.9 

Beulah  Higgins  

Winter  .. 

10 

41.9 

37.1 

88.5 

90.9 

Georgiana  K.  Fiske... 

Spring... 

12 

28. S 

25.1 

S7.1 

Nellie  K.  Bishop  

Fall  

12 

36.0 

33.0 

91.8 

Nellie  K.  Bishop  

Winter  ._ 

10 

34.0 

25.2 

73.9 

S4.3 

Marion  Kelleher  

Spring... 

12 

321 

29.6 

92.2 

Joanna  M.  Kilmain  ... 

Fall  

12 

32.9 

29.7 

90.0 

SS.6 

Alice  E.Buck  

Winter  .. 

10 

25.8 

21.5 

83.6 

OAKHAM. 


10 

21.0 

20.0 

94.0 

4 

Center  Primary  j 

Ethel  Braman  

Fall 

11 

23.0 

22.0 

92 .0 

1 

Ethel  Braman..  

Winter  _. 

11 

19.0 

10.0 

S2.0 

89.3 

3 

Center  Grammar.,  j 

Florence  E.  Bothwell— 
Florence  E.  Bothwell. . 
Florence  E.  Bothwell.. 

Spring... 

Fall  

Winter  .. 

10 
11 
11 

21.5 
22.0 
22.S 

20.S 
20.S 
21.9 

90.0 
95.0 
90.0 

95.7 

3 
3 
6 

Coldbrook  j 

Ruth  E.  Butterfield.— 

Ruth  E.  Butterfield  

Ruth  E.  Butterfield  

Spring... 

Fall  

Winter  .. 

10 
11 
11 

13.3 
13.5 
10.4 

13.0 
13.4 
15.8 

97.7 
99  2 
90.1 

97.7 

0 
2 
2 

South  | 

Mrs.  Effie  T.  Swindell. 
Mrs.  Effie  T.  Swindell. 
Mrs.  Effie  T.  Swindell. 

Spring... 
Fall 

Winter  .. 

10 
11 
11 

13.S 
18.7 
1S.0 

13  6 
17.5 
16.2 

9S.6 
93.9 
90.3 

94.3 

0 
5 
15 

West  | 

Julia  M.  Connelly  

Julia  M.  Connelly  

Julia  M.  Connelly  

Spring... 

Fall  

Winter  _. 

11 

12 
10 

14.0 
17.0 
12.0 

13.3 
15.9 
11.2 

95.0 
93.0 
88.0 

92.0 

0 
0 

5 
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in  the  various  schools,  together  with  the  names  of  the  teachers 
employed  during  the  year. 

Columns  of  figures  are  not  particularly  attractive,  but  let 
me  ask  some  attention  to  these.  The  next  to  the  last  column 
shows  the  ratio  of  the  actual  attendance  at  the  schools  of  those 
who  belong  to  them.  Probably  five  per  cent,  is  sufficient 
allowance  on  the  average,  in  usual  conditions,  for  absence  on 
account  of  sickness  or  other  strictly  unavoidable  causes.  Where 
the  per  cent,  of  attendance  falls  below  ninety-five,  there  is 
likely  to  be  a  good  deal  of  absence  which  has  not  been  neces- 
sary, but  only  convenient. 

The  figures  in  the  last  column  show  the  number  of  cases  of 
tardiness  occurring  in  the  various  schools  in  the  several  terms. 
If  a  pupil  can  get  to  the  school  at  all,  he  can  usually  get  there 
on  time,  if  his  parents  care  sufficiently  about  his  doing  so. 
Where  the  cases  of  tardiness  are  more  than  a  half  dozen  or  so 
each  term,  it  probably  indicates  that  many  parents  are  too  in- 
different about  forming  habits  of  punctuality  in  their  children. 

In  order  that  full  value  may  be  received  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  town  on  its  schools,  there  must  be  regular  and  prompt 
attendance  of  the  pupils.  All  parents  are  asked  to  co-operate 
with  the  school  authorities  in  their  efforts  to  make  our  losses 
less. 

"MEDICAL  INSPECTION." 

Under  the  law  of  1906,  the  second  annual  tests  of  sight  and 
hearing  have  just  been  completed  by  the  teachers,  and  the 
required  reports  made. 

In  June  last,  the  teachers  were  asked  for  a  special  report 
regarding  the  results  of  the  first  tests  made  earlier  in  the  year. 
A  few  quotations  from  these  reports  will  indicate  some  of  the 
beneficial  effects  secured: 

"A.  C.  was  found  defective  in  eyesight,  and  was  suffering 
from  a  severe  throat  trouble.  After  the  report  was  sent  home, 
she  was  taken  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  in  Boston  and 
treated."  "E.  and  A.  have  glasses  now.  They  are  not  so  slow 
about  their  work  and  show  a  stronger  interest  in  it."  "R.  C. 's 
parents  have  had  his  eyes  treated  by  a  physician."  "Five 
pupils  in  my  school  have  been  provided  with  glasses." 
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Other  quotations  illustrate  a  serious  difficulty  in  securing 
the  full  benefit  of  the  tests: 

"D.  H.  was  found  defective  in  eyesight,  but  his  parents  re- 
fused to  do  anything."  "The  parents  were  notified  of  the 
defects,  and  requested  to  consult  a  physician.  So  far  as  I 
know,  nothing  has  been  done."  "The  boys'  parents  were  form- 
ally notified,  and  spoken  to  several  times,  with  no  result.  The 
excuse  was  'So  many  ways  for  the  money  to  go.'  "  "One  ear 
was  found  very  poor,  and  the  parents  were  notified,  with  no 
result.  When  I  found  the  trouble  was  growing  worse,  I  sent 
word  to  the  parents,  and  obtained  the  promise  that  something 
should  be  done  this  summer." 

The  law  requires  that  children  suspected  of  contagious  or 
infectious  disease  shall  be  referred  to  the  school  physician  "for 
examination  and  diagnosis,"  and  also  provides  that  the  school 
physician  shall  make  "such  further  examination  of  teachers, 
janitors  and  school  buildings  as  in  his  opinion  the  protection 
of  the  health  of  the  pupils  may  require. ' '  For  the  actual  work 
done  by  the  school  physicians,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
"Town  Notes." 

"The  protection  of  the  health  of  the  pupils"  is  a  matter  of 
supreme  interest.  A  thorough  and  complete  inspection  of  the 
entire  physical  condition  of  every  pupil  at  least  once  each  year 
would  be  worth  many  times  its  cost,  as  has  proved  to  be  the 
case  elsewhere.  One  of  the  most  noted  students  of  the  subject, 
Dr.  Frank  Allport,  writes  as  follows : 

The  public  schools  are  a  public  trust,  through  whose  portals  all  parents 
should  confidently  lead  their  offspring,  feeling  that  when  the  care  of  these 
young  lives  is  transferred  to  the  supervision  of  the  school  authorities  they 
are  safe  from  harm,  and  will  at  least  be  handed  back  to  them  in  as  good 
condition  as  they  were  at  first.  Until  the  annual  and  proper  physical  exam- 
ination of  all  school  children  shall  have  been  accomplished,  those  having  the 
interest  of  the  coming  generation  at  heart  should  press  on. 

HOME  AND  SCHOOL. 

A  multitude  of  forces  determine  the  development  of  the 
growing  human  being.  Of  these  forces,  the  earliest  and  most 
powerful  are  those  connected  with  parentage  and  home  environ- 
ment.   The  process  of  consciously  applying  and  directing  the 
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forces  which  form  character  is  education.  A  parent  is  the  first 
and  may  be  the  strongest  of  educators.  The  school  is  a  device 
which  applies  the  principle  of  the  division  of  labor  for  the 
sake  of  higher  efficiency,  in  a  portion  of  the  work  of  education. 
But  in  the  very  nature  of  the  educative  process,  there  can  be 
no  lack  of  unity  of  aim  and  harmony  of  effort  between  home 
and  school  without  disaster  both  to  the  efficiency  of  the  process 
and  to  the  value  of  the  product. 

These  statements  are  trite  and  commonplace,  but  are  all  too 
little  understood  and  acted  upon.  The  teacher  is  called  to  be 
the  helper  of  the  parent  in  the  noblest  and  most  difficult  task 
in  the  world,  the  education  of  the  children.  Yet  many  cases 
have  come  to  my  notice  in  which  the  parent  seemed  to  regard 
the  teacher  not  as  a  friend  and  helper,  but  as  an  enemy  to  be 
resisted  and  thwarted.  I  could  relate  instances  of  positively 
cruel  treatment  of  teachers  by  apparently  intelligent  parents. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  teachers  very  unwisely  fail  to  use 
adequately  their  opportunities  to  establish  and  maintain  right 
relations  with  parents. 

The  editor  of  a  current  popular  magazine  has  this  to  say  on 
the  subject: 

To  the  mother,  Johnny  is  an  individual,  and  sometimes  the  only  indi- 
vidual in  the  world.  To  the  teacher,  he  is  Johnny  Smith,  set  in  the  circle 
of  the  class,  and  to  be  considered  no  more  than  the  other  boys.  Each 
really  needs  the  point  of  view  of  the  other  to  correct  her  own.  The 
teacher  needs  to  talk  over  Johnny  occasionally  with  his  mother,  to  know 
what  ways  and  developments  his  single  little  personality  has.  The  mother 
needs  the  larger  view  of  Johnny  as  a  unit  in  a  group.  Meanwhile,  Johnny, 
from  his  own  point  of  view,  is  quick  to  perceive  any  disunion  between 
the  powers  that  be,  and  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Half  the  troubles  that 
arise  between  mother  and  teacher  might  be  replacd  by  peaceful  understand- 
ing, if  Johnny  were  only  talked  over  by  both  of  them  amicably  before  ho 
did  anything,  instead  of  afterward.  It  is  the  unusual  parent  who  goes  to 
see  the  new  teacher  as  soon  as  Johnny  enters  the  class.  The  ordinary 
mother,  alas!  waits  till  Johnny  is  punished  or  sent  home,  and  the  possible 
cordial  understanding  is  shattered  forever.  Probably  it  will  always  be 
thus.    But  it  is  very  unnecessary  and  very  stupid. 

We  have  a  standing  invitation  to  parents  to  visit  the  school 
at  any  time  to  observe  its  work;  we  have  our  special  "patrons' 
days"  and  "visiting  weeks";  twice  a  term  we  send  the  "School 
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Record"  to  parents;  Ave  have  our  school  exhibits  and  holiday 
exercises.  All  these  are  useful.  But  what  we  need  is  per- 
sonal and  intimate  acquaintance  of  parent  and  teacher,  as 
partners  and  co-workers  in  training  the  children  for  efficient 
living  and  good  citizenship.  This  relation  may  be  established 
most  quickly  and  fully  through  the  parent's  initiative. 

I  am  glad  to  know  several  schools  which  illustrate  very  fully 
the  desired  state  of  things.  In  these  schools  parents  and  the 
teacher  are  friends.  The  children  find  at  school  a  second 
mother,  and  respond  to  her  strong  and  loving  guidance  with 
earnest  effort.  Friction  being  eliminated,  the  school  work 
moves  on  with  ease,  and  superior  progress  is  made. 

I  appeal  to  all  parents  who  may  read  these  pages  to  become 
acquainted  with  your  children 's  teacher ;  to  commend  what  you 
may  find  good  in  her  work;  to  make  her  feel  that  vou  are  her 
friend  and  supporter  in  her  difficult  labors.  This  will  make 
her  a  better  teacher,  and  you  will  be  rewarded  by  her  increased 
value  to  yourself  and  your  neighbors. 

A  STANDARD  TEACHER, 

We  have  standard  milk,  in  which  certain  constituents  must 
be  present  in  a  specified  ratio.  In  many  manufactures  there 
are  standard  products,  and  "seconds,"  or  defective  goods.  In 
general,  a  standard  article  is  one  which  is  fitted  to  its  purpose 
and  capable  of  performing  its  function  satisfactorily. 

The  work  of  training  and  teaching  the  public's  children  in 
the  public  schools  requires  certain  qualities  in  the  teacher. 
One  who  possesses  these  qualifications  is  a  "standard  teacher." 
A  complete  description  of  such  a  teacher  is  a  difficult  under- 
taking, but  we  think  that  the  following  will  meet  with  general 
approval  among  thoughtful  citizens: 

1.  The  standard  teacher  has  a  high  degree  of  physical  health 
and  nervous  vigor.  Health  is  contagious  as  well  as  disease, 
and  we  wish  to  expose  our  children  only  to  the  former.  An 
invalid  or  a  semi-invalid,  or  a  person  with  exhausted  nerves, 
is  unequal  to  school-room  tasks. 

2.  High  moral  ideals  and  irreproachable  moral  conduct  are 
indispensable  in  the  teacher.    The  development  of  conscience 
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into  a  controlling  force  is  the  highest  aim  of  education,  and 
only  one  in  whom  conscience  is  both  intelligent  and  regnant 
can  fitly  contribute  to  such  development. 

Refinement  of  manner  and  speech  will  naturally  accompany 
proper  moral  ideals. .  . 

3.  Capacity  for  mental  work  of  a  high  order  is  requisite  in 
the  teacher.  She  must  be  able  to  study,  and  to  inspire  others  to 
study.  The  subjects  of  instruction  must  be  mastered  as  instru- 
ments of  education.  The  teacher's  scholarship  must  be  con- 
stantly enlarged.  Professional  study  must  be  continuous.  In- 
disposition to  do  difficult  mental  work,  or  incapacity  for  such 
work,  marks  the  teacher  as  sub-standard. 

4.  Preliminary  training  is  demanded  in  the  teacher  of  to-day. 
Sensible  men  require  a  trained  smith  to  shoe  their  horses,  and 
trained  carpenters  to  build  their  houses.  Blunders  in  these 
comparatively  simple  operations  are  too  costly  to  be  risked. 
Teaching  and  managing  a  school  is  a  complex  and  difficult  art, 
and  its  practice  requires  study  and  apprenticeship  under  careful 
guidance.  A  good  normal  school  course,  or  its  equivalent,  is  the 
minimum  of  preparation  for  the  standard  teacher. 

5.  A  genuine  interest  in  the  work  of  teaching  is  felt  by  the 
standard  teacher.  This  interest  will  extend  to  the  subjects  she 
teaches,  leading  to  persistent  study  of  them;  to  methods  of 
teaching,  leading  to  study  of  the  work  of  others  and  to  personal 
experiment;  to  school  management,  leading  to  effort  to  secure 
from  it  the  highest  results  in  training;  and,  more  important 
than  all,  to  the  pupils  as  individuals,  leading  to  personal  sym- 
pathy, and  knowledge  of  individual  needs. 

After  a  normal  school  course  and  a  short  school  room  experi- 
ence, if  a  teacher  develops  no  such  interest,  it  would  seem  that 
a  mistake  was  made  in  the  choice  of  a  calling.  If  a  teacher 
of  long  experience  loses  enthusiasm  and  sinks  into  lifeless 
routine,  she  has  become  sub-standard.  Recovery  of  interest  or 
retirement  should  follow. 

6.  The  power  and  disposition  to  grow  characterizes  the  stand- 
ard teacher.  Her  work  is  ministering  to  growth,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  growth  is  necessary  for  such  ministry.  In  some  occu- 
pations the  limit  of  possible  progress  may  be  reached,  but  the 
teacher  "moves  along  an  infinite  line  of  unrealized  possibilities." 
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The  means  of  professional  growth  are  well  known,  and  the 
standard  teacher  will  never  cease  using  them. 

If  this  standard  teacher  is  installed  in  a  school-room  with 
standard  equipment,  and  standard  children  are  sent  to  her 
from  standard  homes,  we  shall  have  a  standard  school. 

THE  SUPPLY  OF  TEACHERS. 

Since  my  last  report  it  has  been  necessary  to  engage  twenty 
new  teachers,  half  of  them  in  Holden  and  half  in  the  other 
towns.  It  becomes  more  difficult  each  year  to  secure  teachers 
who  approximate  the  requirements  of  the  work.  There  are  now 
so  many  attractive  openings  in  other  careers  for  capable  young 
women,  that  teaching  gets  a  smaller  share  of  these  than  formerly. 
The  normal  schools  cannot  secure  enough  students  of  the  requi- 
site quality  to  supply  the  demand  for  their  graduates.  This 
shortage  of  competent  teachers  and  of  material  that  may  be 
developed  into  competency  exists  alike  in  city  and  country,  and 
in  other  states  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts.  As  enough  teachers 
entirely  "up  to  standard"  do  not  seem  to  exist,  school  author- 
ities engage  the  best  they  can  find.  As  the  salaries  paid  in  our 
field  are  near  the  minimum  paid  anywhere,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  some  of  the  teachers  engaged  are  "sub-standard."  In 
several  cases  new  teachers  have  proved  more  efficient  than  we 
had  reason  to  expect,  and  there  have  been  few  glaring  failures. 

"We  have  fortunately  been  able  to  engage  or  retain  a  number 
of  good  teachers  who,  but  for  the  fact  that  they  live  at  their 
own  homes,  would  accept  better  salaries  elsewhere. 

THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

Our  elementary  course  was  put  in  print  in  1905,  after  having 
been  worked  out  during  several  previous  years,  and  being  in 
the  hands  of  teachers  in  mimeographed  sheets  or  other  form. 
The  course  includes  only  the  subjects  prescribed  by  law,  with 
an  attempt  to  provide  for  singing  and  simple  hand  training. 
We  have  no  "fads,"  unless  it  be  arithmetic,  which  receives  a 
large  part  of  the  best  time,  the  morning  hours,  of  every  day. 
A  "fad,"  by  the  way,  is  "a  good  thing  over-emphasized." 
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The  subjects  of  the  course  are  treated  in  five  groups,  in 
accordance  with  a  plan  published  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
A  copy  of  the  pamphlet  may  be  obtained  on  request. 

The  following  quotation  from  Prof.  John  Dewey  expresses  a 
truth  which  is  kept  constantly  before  the  teachers : 

The  real  course  of  study  must  come  to  the  child  from  the  teacher. 
What  gets  to  the  child  is  dependent  upon  what  is  in  the  mind  and  conscious- 
ness of  the  teacher,  and  upon  the  way  it  is  in  his  mind.  It  is  through 
the  teacher  that  the  value  even  of  what  is  contained  in  the  text-book  is 
brought  home  to  the  child;  just  in  the  degree  in  which  the  teacher's  under- 
standing of  the  material  of  the  lessons  is  vital,  adequate,  and  compre- 
hensive, will  that  material  come  to  the  child  in  the  same  form;  in  the 
degree  in  which  the  teacher's  understanding  is  mechanical,  superficial 
and  restricted,  the  child 's  appreciation  will  be  correspondingly  limited  and 
perverted. 

And  the  following,  which  I  wrote  in  1904,  will  remain  true 
while  schools  exist : 

The  course  of  study,  while  highly  important,  is  not  the  vital  matter. 
The  quality  of  the  teaching  as  it  goes  on  day  by  day  is  the  chief  con- 
cern. How  to  get  the  teaching  done  in  such  a  manner  that  well-organized 
knowledge  shall  become  the  permanent  possession  of  the  pupil;  that  in 
the  process  of  acquiring  knowledge  the  pupil  shall  be  developing  the  love 
and  power  of  acquirement;  that  by  repeated  applications  of  his  knowledge, 
he  shall  become  skillful  in  these  applications, — this  is  the  complex  and 
ever-present  problem  of  school  supervision. 

HOME  INDUSTRY  AND  THE  SCHOOL. 

From  time  immemorial,  wise  parents  have  taught  their  chil- 
dren the  common  arts  of  the  farm  and  the  household,  and  this 
teaching  is  a  valuable  part  of  the  child's  education.  The  old- 
fashioned  country  school,  with  its  short  terms  and  crude  methods, 
is  often  credited  with  results  in  character-making  which  were 
rather  the  product  of  the  training  in  practical  industry  af- 
forded by  the  old-fashioned  country  home.  An  attempt  is  now 
being  made  to  correlate  the  activities  of  the  home  with  those 
of  the  school,  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  value  of  both. 

An  effort  was  made  in  onr  schools  last  year  to  encourage 
home  gardening  by  children.  The  Farmers'  Club  and  several 
generous  individuals  of  Holden  provided  a  moderate  sum  to  be 
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given  in  prizes  for  creditable  products  in  that  town.  A  garden 
exhibit  was  held  in  September,  to  which  eighty  children  con- 
tributed. The  long  drought  of  the  season  had  been  unfavorable 
to  success,  but  the  young  gardeners  brought  a  large  amount  of 
produce,  some  of  it  fine,  which  was  inspected  by  many  inter- 
-  ested  visitors.  In  Rutland,  a  smaller  number  of  children  exhib- 
ited the  fruit  of  their  labor's  on  a  special  table  in  connection 
with  a  fair  managed  by  their  elders.  In  the  other  towns,  no 
,  public  exhibit  was  held,  though  considerable  gardening  was 
done  by  children. 

An  excellent  beginning  in  this  line  of  work  was  made.  The 
co-operation  of  parents  is  gratefully  acknowledged.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  continue  the  effort  the  coming  season,  and,  with  similar 
co-operation,  larger  results  are  expected. 

In  May  or  June  of  each  year,  it  has  been  our  custom  in  each 
school  to  arrange  for  easy  inspection  samples  of  the  written 
papers,  drawings,  and  other  handiwork,  that  patrons  might  see 
the  quality  of  work  produced.  It  is  proposed  the  present  year 
to  combine  these  various  exhibits  into  a  general  one  for  each 
town,  and  to  hold  it  in  a  central  location.  To  encourage  home 
industry  of  kinds  other  than  gardening,  we  have  invited  chil- 
dren to  exhibit  with  their  school  work  articles  made  at  home, 
such  as  specimens  of  needle-work  and  cooking  by  the  girls,  and 
of  woodwork  or  other  articles  by  boys.  Any  object  suitable  for 
exhibit,  if  it  is  made  entirely  by  the  child,  will  be  welcomed. 
The  success  of  the  plan  is  already  assured  by  the  interest 
taken  in  it  by  the  children.  Parental  co-operation  in  this  plan 
is  assumed. 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  I  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  industrial  phase  of  education  is  now  the  center  of  dis- 
'cussiojn  the  /country  over.  In  Massachusetts  the  subject  is 
being  considered  by  a  State  commission.  Any  citizen  inter- 
ested in  the  future  development  of  the  school  system  of  the 
Commonwealth  should  read  the  reports  of  the  Commission  on 
Industrial  Education,  which  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the 
secretaxy,  15  Ashburton  Place,  Boston. 
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HOW  PROGRESS  IS  MADE. 

On  a  certain  electric  railroad  the  cars  were  frequently  late, 
and  patrons  were  continually  grumbling.  The  road  was  bought 
by  a  connecting  company.  Additional  power  was  supplied  to 
the  wires  of  the  new  purchase,  and  the  car  crews  were  in- 
formed that  they  must  make  their  trips  on  schedule  time.  There 
was  an  immediate  change.  A  passenger  not  at  the  starting 
point  at  the  appointed  minute  is  now  liable  to  be  left. 

If  a  similar  method  of  reforming  the  faults  of  school  sys- 
tems could  be  successfully  applied,  it  would  be  a  great  blessing. 
But  no  close  approximation  to  this  effective  plan  is  yet  in 
operation.  Human  souls,  not  physical  forces,  are  the  elements 
of  the  school  problem.  Vitalizing  a  soul  is  a  greater  task  than 
electrifying  a  wire.  The  personality  of  the  man  at  the  con- 
troller is  a  small  factor  in  running  a  car.  But  in  the  school, 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart  constitute  the  vital  factors.  The 
pupil  must  think  and  feel  with  the  teacher,  or  her  plans  are  of 
little  effect.  The  teacher  must  think  and  feel  with  the  super- 
intendent in  his  plans  and  purposes,  not  under  orders,  but 
from  inner  impulse.  The  response  of  the  teacher  to  super- 
visory effort  is  the  determining  element  in  securing  results 
from  such  effort. 

I  wish  to  illustrate  the  sort  of  response  which  makes  for 
progress  and  which  secures  precious  returns  from  the  invest- 
ment in  the  school  enterprise. 

Economy  in  School  Work. — The  superintendent  has  tried 
to  get  teachers  to  apply  the  idea  everywhere  in  practice  in  suc- 
cessful business  and  manufacture,  namely,  the  idea  of  scrutiniz- 
ing processes  and  methods  with  a  'view  to  eliminating  waste, 
increasing  product,  and  decreasing  cost.  In  reply  to  questions 
on  the  matter,  teachers  write  as  follows: 

Miss  A.  I  have  tried  to  use  every  moment  of  school  time  to  the  very 
best  advantage:  (1)  by  carefully  planning  each  day's  work,  and  carrying 
out  that  plan  fully;  (2)  by  making  the  study  hour  a  time  for  study,  and 
study  only;  (3)  by  trying  to  develop  alertness  of  mind;  (4)  by  trying 
to  have  pupils  understand  that  it  is  for  their  good,  and  thus  to  arouse 
their  interest  so  that  they  do  not  wish  to  be  lazy  or  inattentive.  A  gain 
has  been  made  in  the  amount  of  neat  and  accurate  work  performed  in  a 
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given  time,  in  habits  of  study,  thought,  and  expression,  and  in  the  right 
use  of  materials. 

Miss  B.  I  have  endeavored  this  year  to  have  pupils  realize  the  im- 
portance of  doing  their  own  work  well.  I  have  tried  to  make  them  enjoy 
the  satisfaction  always  found  in  thorough  work.  I  have  led  them  to 
see,  in  part  at  least,  that  I  expect  their  best,  as  I  give,  them  my  best. 

Miss  C.  More  emphasis  has  been  laid  on  the  preparation  of  definitely 
assigned  lessons  by.  each  member  of  the  class,  thus  saving  time.  Time  has 
been  used  more  economically  by  having  the  pupils  do  more  talking  and 
the  teacher  less. 

Miss  D.  In  the  preparation  of  the  lessons,  I  have  tried  to  get  pupils  to 
know  before  the  recitation  what  they  are  going  to  say,  and  then  to  say  it 
in  a  clear  and  decided  way. 

Individual  Teaching. — Our  aim  is  to  teach  every  child,  by 
causing  him  to  do  certain  work.  The  class  exercise  alone  will 
not  reach  every  child.  For  some  there  will  always  be  need  of 
individual  teaching,  as  "the  supplement  and  corrective  of  class 
teaching."    Regarding  this,  teachers  write: 

Miss  E.  The  individual  period  is  of  great  benefit  both  to  myself  and 
the  children.  It  brings  me  much  closer  to  them,  and  it  teaches  me  the 
mental  capacity  of  each  one  much  better  than  class  work  could.  One  girl 
in  my  room  is  extremely  bashful  or  self-conscious.  I  have  been  helping 
her  at  the  individual  period,  and  she  is  much  improved  and  does  not 
appear  so  ill  at  ease  when  reciting. 

Miss  F.  Especially  in  my  large  sixth  grade,  I  can  see  results  of  my 
individual  work  in  better  recitations,  a  desire  on  the  part  of  pupils  to 
work  out  hard  problems,  and  more  accuracy  in  work. 

Miss  G.  With  children  absent,  backward,  or  mentally  deficient,  I  have 
used  the  individual  plan,  and  am  convinced  it  is  of  great  value,  and  intend 
to  apply  it  more  thoroughly  in  future. 

Miss  H.  The  most  encouraging  result  of  individual  work  is  with  a  lazy 
boy,  whose  father  and  mother  have  both  noticed  his  improvement  with 
pleasure  equalling  mine.  They  say,  "We*  are  pleased  with  E. 's  work;  he 
studies  at  home  now,  he  understands  his  work  and  is  interested.  We  were 
beginning  to  feel  discouraged  about  him." 

Interest. — Conditions  favorable  to  interest  in  school  work 
and  how  to  secure  them,  has  been  a  leading  topic  for  study 
this  year.    Asked  about  their  personal  study  of  the  subject 
and  its  results,  teachers  say: 
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Miss  I.  I  am  forcibly  convinced  that  a  fresh  knowledge  and  a  thorough 
preparation  of  the  next  day 's  lesson  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  are  an  actual 
necessity  in  arousing  a  lasting  interest  in  the  class. 

Miss  J.  I  have  seen  over  and  over  again  that  interest  begets  interest. 
I  have  tried  to  make  my  pupils  see  that  what  they  were  studying  was 
valuable,  and  that  I  liked  it,  and  wanted  them  to  like  it. 

Miss  K.  The  study  of  "The  Greatest  Word  in  Education"  has  been  an 
inspiration  to  me.  It  has  taught  me  to  observe  my  children  more  closely, 
and  to  make  their  interests  my  interests. 

Definite  Gains  in  School  Subjects. — I  have  urged  upon 
teachers  the  necessity  of  making  their  efforts  for  improvement 
definite  and  clear,  by  selecting  one  subject  at  a  time  for  special 
attention.    Here  are  some  of  the  gains  reported: 

Miss  L.  I  think  the  reading  has  improved  since  we  began  to  read  to 
someone,  and  the  children  delight  in  being  asked  to  take  charge  of  their 
class. 

Miss  M.  I  have  tried  to  improve  the  spelling  in  my  room  this  year. 
In  order  to  secure  better  results,  I  was  careful  about  the  preparation  of 
the  lesson,  and  had  it  written  correctly,  and  studied  with  my  help.  My 
efforts  have  been  successful  in  many  cases.  • 

Miss  N.  The  most  improvement  is  shown  in  our  history  classes  this 
year.  Children  are  able  to  study  and  recite  in  a  far  more  intelligible  way 
than  last  year. 

Miss  0.  TVe  have  had  five-minute  drills  in  arithmetic,  each  child  work- 
ing on  the  same  problems,  and  trying  to  perform  the  work  neatly  and 
accurately,  and  finish  before  the  others.  Fingers  and  brains  have  come  to 
work  more  quickly  and  accurately. 

Miss  P.  Eesults  in  geography  are  better  than  in  previous  years,  due 
in  part  to  the  ' '  study-recitation ' '  with  the  lowest  grades,  and  to  a  readi- 
ness of  those  older  to  seek  information  for  themselves  beyond  the  text- 
book. 

I  might  go  on  through  the  alphabet,  making  extracts  from 
the  papers  before  me.  Besides  the  topics  already  mentioned, 
these  papers  deal  with  the  teachers'  efforts  in  moral  training, 
and  specially  with  the  means  used  for  the  development  of 
patriotic  feeling.  Space  forbids  further  quotation.  I  have 
illustrated  how  the  results  of  the  school  enterprise  are  actually 
produced.  It  is  by  means  of  the  intelligent,  vigorous  effort  of 
the  individual  teacher  in  her  own  particular  field.  The  super- 
intendent's suggestions,  the  instruction  of  the  normal  school 
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and  teachers'  institute,  the  good  things  in  professional  periodi- 
cals and  books,  all  must  be  translated  into  concrete  practice  by 
the  teacher's  personal  effort,  in  order  to  become  fruitful.  The 
total  of  the  gains  made  through  the  study  and  earnest  effort  of 
Miss  A.,  Miss  B.,  Mr.  X.,  and  Mr.  Y.,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
teaching  force,  measures  the  progress  of  the  year. 

We  have  among  our  teachers  all  degrees  of  experience,  from 
the  teacher  who,  with  no  previous  training,  began  a  month  ago 
in  a  district  school,  to  the  veteran  of  forty  years  in  the  school- 
room. Uniformity  in  results  cannot  be  expected.  But  it  is 
expected  of  every  teacher  worthy  of  the  name  that  he  or  she 
shall  "move  steadily  and  unfalteringly  along  the  infinite  line 
of  unrealized  possibilities." 

TOWN  NOTES. 

Holden. — A  loss  in  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  reported 
last  year,  and  a  further  loss  has  occurred  this  year.  The  closing 
of  the  mills  at  Jefferson  makes  another  decrease  probable. 

The  Springdale  district  received  a  new  family  with  several 
children,  and!  the  school  there  was  reopened  in  the  spring 
term.  Miss  M.  Alice  Morong,  of  Gloucester,  was  engaged  as 
teacher,  and  has  remained  through  the  year. 

Nine  other  new  teachers  have  been  engaged  since  my  last 
repoi-t,  one  school  suffering  two  changes.  The  statistical  table 
shows  the  names  of  those  who  have  gone  and  of  those  who 
have  come. 

At  Jefferson,  the  failure  of  a  part  of  the  heating  plant  made 
it  necessary  to  close  two  of  the  schools  three  weeks  before  the 
end  of  the  winter  term.  This  time  will  be  made  up  by  opening 
those  schools  March  9,  or  three  weeks  before  the  regular  time 
of  opening  the  spring  term. 

The  appearance  of  a  few  mild  cases  of  scarlet  fever  caused 
the  closing  of  the  South  and  the  Chaffin  schools  one  week  before 
the  regular  close  of  the  winter  term.  Unless  advised  otherwise 
by  the  board  of  health,  these  schools  will  open  one  week  before 
the  regular  opening  of  the  spring  term,  or  on  March  23. 

The  ninth  grade  pupils,  now  numbering  seventeen,  are  still 
gathered  at  the  High  School  for  instruction.    The  cost  of  car- 
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fare  for  each  day's  attendance  is  allowed  to  pupils  of  this 
grade  who  live  outside  the  Center  district. 

Including  the  ninth  grade,  the  number  of  pupils  now  belong- 
ing at  the  High  School  is  fifty-nine.  Six  were  graduated  in 
June  last:  Marjorie  Ayers,  Mae  Fitman,  Charlotte  Mary  Hol- 
den,  Ida  Frances  Lobdell,  John  Thomas  Daley  and  John  Ed- 
ward King.  Misses  Ayers  and  Fitman  and  Mr.  Daley  are  at 
their  homes,  Miss  Lobdell  is  attending  a  business  school,  Mr. 
King  is  at  a  dental  school,  and  Miss  Holden  is  preparing  for 
service  as  a  trained  nurse.  Eight  pupils  are  candidates  for 
the  diploma  of  the  school  in  June  next. 

The  teachers  at  the  High  School  are  the  same  as  for  several 
years,  and  are  serving  with  growing  efficiency. 

The  school  physicians  report  as  follows  regarding  their  work: 

The  teachers  of  the  six  schools  in  my  district  have  referred  to  me  nine- 
teen cases.  In  one  school  two  cases  of  scabies  were  isolated,  and  the 
books  and  papers  used  by  the  children  fumigated  or  destroyed.  All  other 
cases  in  the  school  at  all  suspicious  were  examined  by  me. 

In  connection  with  the  recent  appearance  of  scarlet  fever  in  town,  I 
examined  six  cases  more  or  less  suspicious,  and  gave  them  all  a  clean  bill 
of  health.  The  remaining  cases  examined  were  for  colds,  tonsilitis,  ade- 
noids, and  one  or  two  other  mild  diseases. 

F.  F.  CARR,  M.D. 

I  have  made  four  visits  to  the  North  "Woods  school  and  two  to  the 
Jefferson  schools.  Itch  and  head-lice  were  the  principal  afflictions  for 
which  I  have  been  called.  Willing  co-operation  by  the  parents  has 
brought  about  prompt  relief  except  in  one  room,  where  re-contamination  of 
pupils'  scalps  has  repeatedly  occurred,  due,  it  seems,  to  lack  of  such  co- 
operation by  one  family. 

FRANK  H.  WASHBURN,  M.D. 

Rutland. — The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  since  Sept.  1  and 
the  average  attendance  for  the  year  show  a  small  decrease  as 
compared  with  last  year.  The  closing  of  the  mills  at  West 
Rutland  accounts  for  the  loss. 

The  teacher  of  the  Center  grammar  school  and  of  the  North 
Rutland  school  resigned  in  June.  Miss  Beulah  Higgins  was 
transferred  from  the  primary  to  the  grammar  room  at  the 
Center,  and  Miss  Marion  Kelliher  was  transferred  to  the  Cen- 
ter primary  from  "West  Rutland.  Miss  Nellie  K.  Bishop  was 
engaged  for  the  North  Rutland  school,  and  Miss  Joanna  Kil- 
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main  for  the  West  Rutland  school,  both  being  graduates  of  the 
Framingham  Normal  School.  Miss  Kilmain  accepted  another 
position  at  Christmas  time,  and  Miss  Alice  E.  Buck  was  secured 
for  the  place. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Dunn  accepted  a  re-election  as  principal  of  the 
High  School  for  his  third  year,  at  an  increased  salary,  but 
resigned  early  in  the  year  to  accept  a  much  better  salary  else- 
where. Mr.  George  S.  Boyden,  of  Worcester,  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  College,  with  two  years'  experience,  was  secured  for 
the  position,  and  served  very  acceptably  for  three  months, 
when  a  flattering  offer  from  Westport,  Conn.,  took  him  away. 
Mr.  John  V.  Jewett,  of  Worcester,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College,  was  engaged,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  is  still  with  us 
and  doing  good  work. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  High  School  is  twenty-nine,  the 
same  as  last  year.  Six  Avere  graduated  in  June  last:  James 
Edward  O'Connor,  Henry  Robert  Smith,  Charlotte  Helena 
Drury,  Helen  Augusta  Hadley,  Elsie  Fuller,  and  Winnie  Ger- 
trude Rich. 

Mr.  Smith  is  at  the  school  this  year  completing  his  prepara- 
tion for  the  Worcester  Institute  of  Technology.  At  least  two 
others  of  the  class  expect  to  enter  a  higher  insitution  later. 

Two  young  ladies  are  candidates  for  graduation  in  June 
next. 

The  school  physician's  report  is  not  at  hand.  He  has  been 
called  on  for  service  several  times  during  the  year. 

Paxton. — The  membership  of  the  schools  increased  over  last 
year,  but  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  is  much  lower.  I  shall 
report  to  the  committee  later  what  I  can  ascertain  as  to  the 
responsibility  for  the  irregular  attendance. 

Miss  Sarah  T.  Britton,  teacher  of  the  primary  room,  resigned 
to  accept  a  better  position  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term.  Miss  Ethel  G.  Tolman,  her  successor,  served  for  less 
than  three  months.  After  a  month,  during  which  the  school 
was  closed  two  weeks,  and  a  substitute  served  two  weeks,  Miss 
Anna  Finnerty  of  Clinton,  a  graduate  of  Fitchburg  Normal 
School,  was  secured  and  is  now  in  charge.  Miss  Jennie  R. 
Burnham,  the  principal  for  five  years,  was  given  leave  of  ab- 
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sence  for  the  winter,  and  Miss  Agnes  W.  Welche  was  secured 
as  a  substitute.    Miss  Burnham  will  return  March  30. 

The  members  of  the  ninth  grade  of  last  year  entered  a  Wor- 
cester High  School  in  the  fall  with  creditable  standing.  The 
present  ninth  grade  numbers  seven. 

All  the  schools  were  closed  one  week  before  the  regular 
Christmas  vacation  on  account  of  the  appearance  of  a  case  of 
diphtheria.  Fortunately,  the  disease  spread  no  further.  The 
town  has  no  school  physician. 

Oakham. — As  usual,  Oakham  surpasses  all  the  other  towns 
in  regularity  of  attendance.  This  seems  to  be  mainly  due  to 
the  greater  interest  in  the  matter  by  both  pupils  and  parents. 
The  Coldbrook  school  is  again  first  in  the  Union  in  per  cent  of 
attendance. 

Mrs.  Effie  T.  Swindell  succeeded  Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Woodis  at 
the  South  school  in  the  spring  term,  and  continues  the  good 
work  previously  done  there  by  Mrs.  Woodis.  No  other 
changes  in  teachers  occurred. 

Mr.  Stephen  Rich  was  employed  during  the  fall  term  as 
supervisor  of  music.  The  work  is  now  being  continued  by  the 
teachers  without  special  supervision. 

The  town  has  a  school  physician,  but  his  office  is  five  miles 
away.  Fortunately,  there  has  been  no  demand  for  his  ser- 
vices. 


The  citizen  who  is  liberal  in  support  of  the  school  enterprise, 
the  capable  and  efficient  school  official,  and  the  army  of  earnest 
teachers  who  have  the  immediate  care  of  our  children,  are 
doing  a  service  to  the  country  as  patriotic  as  any  ever  per- 
formed on  warship  or  battlefield.  Nothing  is  more  vital  to  the 
welfare  of  the  nation  than  the  education  of  its  citizens.  The 
foregoing  pages  have  told  you  some  of  the  aims  and  accom- 
plishments in  our  little  part  of  the  mighty  task. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  colleagues  in  the  schools  for  their 
loyal  co-operation,  and  to  the  members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tees for  their  continued  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 

Holden,  Mass.,  March  7,  1908. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Town  Officials 


OF 


FOR  THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  Marchjl,  1909. 


BARRE,  MASS.: 

.MRS.    JENNIE   C.    SPOONER,    STEAM   BOOK   AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1908. 


TOWN    CLERK  : 


JESSE  ALLEN, 


SELECTMEN"  '. 


GARDNER  M.  DEAN, 
JOHN  P.  DAY, 
WILLIAM  C.  BLISS, 


ASSESSORS  : 


WALTER  A.  WOODIS, 
SYLVESTER  H.  HASKELL, 
SANFORD  H.  BULLARD, 


WM.  H.  PARKMAN, 
EDMUND  CODY, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


JESSE  ALLEN, 

J.  NELSON  BALL, 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS, 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES ; 


MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 
SARA  E.  BUTLER, 


Term  expires  1909 


Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1910 
Term  expires  1911 


Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1910 
Term  expires  1911 


OVERSEERS  OF   THE  POOR  : 


Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1910 
Term  expires  1911 


Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1910 
Term  expires  1911 


Term  expires  1909 
Term  expires  1910 
Term  expires  1911 
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CEMETERY   COMMITTEE  : 

MASON  S.  DEAN,  Term  expires  1909 

JESSE  ALLEN,  Term  expires  1910 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK,  Term  expires  1911 

COLLECTOR : 

EDMUND  CODY. 

TREASURER : 

GEORGE  S.  BUTLER. 

AUDITOR  : 

WALTER  M.  ROBINSON. 

TREE  WARDEN  : 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

HIGHWAY    SURVEYOR  : 

WILLIAM  A.  NYE. 

FENCE  VIEWERS  : 

JESSE  ALLEN.  S.  H.  HASKELL, 

C.  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

CONSTABLES  : 

W.  C.  AY  RES,  W.  R.  DEAN, 

M.  F.  LINCOLN.  F.  H.  PARMENTER, 

F.  WINSLOW,  J.  W.  DWELLY. 

MEASURERS  OF  WOOD   AND   IiARK  : 

W.  R.  DEAN,  G.  S.  BUTLER, 

MEASURERS    OF    LUMBER  : 

W.  R.   DEAN,  J.  LEYDEN. 
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SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND   MEASURES  : 

OMER   D.  TOTTINGHAM. 

FIELD  DRIVERS. 

W.  DWELLY,  W.  ANGIER, 

W.  WOODIS. 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR: 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

UNDERTAKER : 

JAMES  P.  FATRBANK. 

;nt  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits  for  or  against 

THE  TOWN. 

FR  ANK  S.  CON  ANT. 

SCHOOL  superintendent: 
CHARLES  L.  RANDALL. 

forest  fireward  : 
CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  selectmen  submit  the  following  financial  report  for  the 
year  ending  March  1,  1909  : 

Paid  Town  Officers. 

TOWN  CLERK. 

Paid  town  clerk,  services,  $2G  40 

Express  and  postage,  o  03 

  $31  43 


TREASURER. 

Paid  treasurer,  for  services,  $25  00 

Postage  and  stationery,  3  8-4 


COLLECTOR. 

Paid  collector,  for  services,  $7"i  00 

Postage,  G  84 

Discount  on  taxes,  194  72 

Collector's  book,  1  l;5 


$28  84 


$277  81 
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SELECTMEN. 


Paid  Gardner  M.  Dean, 
John  P.  Day, 
William  C.  Bliss, 
Postage  and  telephone, 


$25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
5  24 


$80  24 


ASSESSORS. 


Paid  Sauford  H.  Bullard, 
Walter  A.  Woodis, 
Sylvester  H.  Haskell, 
Stamps, 


828  75 
30  00 
16  25 
50 


Paid,  weights  and  measures, 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 
Paid  for  support  of  paupers, 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 
Paid  for  support  of  schools, 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 
Paid  for  highways  and  bridges, 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS. 


-    $75  50 
Sll  20 

$435  15 

S2886  18 

S1493  91 


Paid  Edwin  C.  Hunt, 
Harry  B.  Parker, 
C.  H.  Trowbridge, 
A.  C.  Morse, 
T.  C.  Gaffney, 
W.  E.  Streeter, 


$2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
4  00 
2  00 
2  00 


814  00 
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LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 


Paid  for  support  of  town  library,  862  00 

AUDITOR. 

Paid  Walter  M.  Robinson,  825  00 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

Paid  H.  B.  Parker,  U  00 

G.  M.  Dean,  8  00 

John  P.  Day,  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  8  00 

Wm.  C.  Bliss,  4  00 

  32  00 

STREET  LAMPS. 

Paid  Harlan  Angier,  $21  00 

Edmund  Cody,  24  00 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  14  85 

W.  W.  Russell,  31  50 

Paul  Needhani,  1 8  00 

Carl  Christiansen,  2  25 

Harry  Green,  9  00 

W.  S.  Crawford,  4  88 

F.  S.  Conant,  45 

  §125  93 

UNDERTAKER. 

Paid  James  P.  Fairbank,  $20  00 

TREE  WARDEN. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  810  00 

BOND  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid  O'Brien  &  Russell,  825  00 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge, 
Henry  C.  Fobes, 
James  Gilboy, 
Joseph  Gilboy, 
Way  land  Angier, 
Edward  Cody, 
H.  K.  Barnes,  extinguishers, 
Same,  supplies, 
Clement  Ayres, 
W.  A.  Bushnell, 


$22  52 
62 
35 
35 

1  06 
6  00 

299  00 
38  25 

2  00 
2  00 


S372  15 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 
Paid  care  of  cemeteries, 


STATE  AID. 


Paid  S.  Amanda  Reed, 
Russell  Arnold, 
Julia  Guilford, 
H.  M.  Green, 
Sara  Vaughn, 
John  E.  Stone, 
Newton  Munroe, 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAX. 


Paid  state  tax, 
County  tax, 


$605  00 
394  00 


INSPECTOR  OF  PROVISIONS. 
Paid  S.  H.  Ballard, 


$131  40 


$48  00 
36  00 
48  00 
36  00 
40  00 
66  00 
18  00 


$292  50 


$999  00 


845  50 
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INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE. 

Paid  S.  H.  Bullard,  1907,  $29  00 

S.  H.  Bullard,  33  40 


SG2  40 


STATE  ROAD. 
Paid  selectmen,  $512  88 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  F.  S.  Conant,  $4  27 
G.  M.  Deau,  2  80 

Edward  Cody,  3  00 
W.  H.  Parkman,  2  50 

Earl  Thresher,  2  50  . 

C.  M.  Wheeler,  2  50 

  SI  7  57 


SOLDIERS'  RELIEF. 
Paid  Dr.  E.  P.  Bixby,  $4  25 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  W.  W.  Russell,  care  of  library  build- 
ing, $17  50 

Davis  &  Cook,  insurance.  75  00 

W.  R.  Dean,  coal  sieve,  50 

Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Spooner,  printing  town 

reports,  2'.)  50 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  printing,  2  47 

Same,  live  gallons  floor  oil  and  ladder,  7  SO 

H.  B.  Parker,  traveling  expenses  of  li- 
brary committee.  9  93 

S.  I.  Dean,  drawing  furniture  for  li- 
brary, G  00 
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Paid  H.  B.  Parker,  express,  library,  $1  25 

C.  H.  Parker,  postage  and  telephone, 
library,  8  52 

O.  D.  Tottingham,  utensils  for  library,  o  30 

G.  M.  Dean,  law  blanks,  1  00 

D.  H.  Rice,  sheriff  in  Needham  case,  8  00 

F.  E.  Crawford,  Hurlburt  case,  8  12 
Arthur  B.  Chapin,  one-fourth  liquor  li- 
cense, 325  00 

J.  P.  Fairbanks,  six  cords  wood,  24  00 

S.  I.  Dean,  drawing  lumber,  1  00 

G.  M.  Dean,  building  gutter,  1  75 
John  Keep,  drawing  cases  to  depot,  3  00 
Deland  Brothers,  stationery,  20  80 
G.  M.  Dean,  freight,  25 

F.  Winslow,  constable,  6  00 
C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  telephoning  ex- 
penses, car  fare,  etc.,  12  10 

G.  W.  Stone,  expenses  to  Boston,  3  24 
Delaud  Brothers,  printing,  8  00 
W.  C.  Ayres,  printing,  5  48 
G.  M.  Dean,  express  on  library  goods,  1  95 
Same,  perambulating  town  line,  2  00 
John  P.  Day,  perambulating  town  line,  2  00 
S.  I.  Dean,  drawing  library  lamps,  7"> 

G.  M.   Deau,  music,   etc.,  dedication 

day,  12  15 

H.  S.    llarwood,  expenses  dedication 

da^,  1  "5 
J.  P.  Keating,  one-half  cost  on  church 

chimney,                                 .  6  70 
G.  M.  Dean,  travel,  expense  telephon- 
ing, etc.,  library,  18  28 
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Paid  G.  M.  Dean,  freight,  express,  etc.,  $1  25 
M.  F.  Lincoln,  constable,  4  00 
Fred  Parmenter,  constable,  10  00 
John  Dwelly,  constable,  4  00 
C.  M.  Wheeler,  27  dinner  tickets,  dedi- 
cation day,  10  00 
Banister  &  Davis,  invitations  and  pro- 
grams for  dedication  day,  32  90 
H.  A.  Crawford,  dynamite,  fuse,  caps 

and  exjwess,  4  75 

John  Keep,  drawing  10J  tons  of  coal,  17  97 

Ross  Brothers,  tw^o  plow  points,  1  20 

B.  S.  Trumble,  repairing  trunk,  5  4~> 
Oakham  Village  Improvement  Society, 

building  new  sidewalk,  96  a2 
Frank   Smith   &   Son,  insurance  on 

schoolhouses,  14  0o 

Thayer  &  Cobb,  council  fees,  4  00 

S.  I.  Dean,  wood  for  library,  9  63 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  ink,  63 

W.  A.  Nye,  one  plow,  9  00 

G.  M.  Dean,  express,  3"> 
Same,  man  and  team  for  state  aid 

agent,  2  00 

Same,  for  three  gallons  oil,  39 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  20,500  pounds  of 

coal,  64  46 
Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Spooner,  printing  valua- 
tion and  taxes,  21  20 
G.  S.  Butler,  stamps,  shovels,  oil  and 

lanterns,  11  44 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  stamps,  1  6 

W.  C.  Ayres,  painting  street  lamps,  2  38 
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Paid  Town  of   Barre,   one-third   cost  of 


boundary  stone,  $3  42 

W.  C.  Ayres,  constable,  4  00 

C.  H.  Trowbridge,  repairing  furnace,  25 

Globe  Gaslight  Co.,  lamp  and  fixtures,  6  90 

F.  E.  Davis,  waste  basket,  six  brass 

hooks,  1  o5 
Philip  Baldwin,  three  signs  for  library 

lawn,  2  00 

Fred  Parmenter,  dog  officer,  4  62 

R.  F.  Parker,  labor  on  library,  15  90 

Davis  &  Banister,  printing,  3  25 

G.  M.  Dean,  express,  25 
W.  R.  Dean,  constable,  4  00 
W.  S.  Crawford,  repairing  2)iano  stool,  50 
F.  S.  Conant,  snow  shovel,  3"> 
George  S.  Butler,  supplies  for  library,  3  55 
O.  D.  Tottingham,  sealer  of  weights 

and  measures,  6  00 
F.  E.  Davis,  care  of  town  clock  and 

hall,  35'  00 
C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  supplies  for  library,  20 
W.  C.  Ayres,  janitor  of  library,  91  00 
Same,  oiling  floors,  gallon  of  acid,  ex- 
press, etc.,  5  85 
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List  ol  Jurors  as  .Revised  by  the  Selectmen. 


Alfred  C.  Morse, 

Henry  Bartlett, 

Frank  S.  Conant, 

James  Leyden, 

Charles  H.  Trowbridge, 
Frank  E.  Davis, 

James  P.  Fairbanks. 

George  S.  Butler. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GARDNER  M.  DEAN, 
JOHN  P.  DAT, 
WILLIAM  C.  BLISS, 

Selectmen  of  Oakham. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


Dr. 

To  cash  balance,  .  82000  79 
M.  C.  Needham  &  Co.,  liquor  licenses,  $1300  00 
E.  Cody,  taxes,  1906,  198  91 
Same,  taxes,  1907,  574  01 
Same,  taxes,  1908,  ."917  10 
Discount  on  taxes,  194  72 
Butchers'  licenses,  2  00 
George  Morse,  fire  extinguisher,  13  00 
State  of  Massachusetts,  tuition  of  chil- 
dren, 97  00 
Income  of  Massachusetts  school  fund,  .  979  20 
Boston,  appropriation  for  schools,  209  50 
High  school,  tuition  for  special  cases,  208  00 
Dog  fund,  147  38 
State  of  Massachusetts,  support  of  sick 

paupers,  5  48 

State  returns,  for  inspector  of  animals,  16  70 

Trustees  of  Lyman  and  Industrial  schools,  14  50 
Jesse  Allen,  account  of  superintendent  of 

schools,  187  50 

Corporation  tax,  11  26 

National  Bank  tax,  38  27 

State  Aid,  216  00 

State  highway  loan  fund,  500  00 


1(3 


$1  00 
4(5  10 

8  75 
10  00 

2  .08 

1  46 
36  62 

 $10,937  83 


§9723  56 
1214  27 
 $10,937  83 

CEMETERY  TRUST  FUNDS. 


George  H.  Gould,  SI 00  00 

Daniel  H.  Dean,  100  00 

Caroline  M.  Maynard,  150  00 

Stephen  Lincoln,  50  00 

Charles  A.  Fobes,  1 00  00 

Martha  M.  Macullar,  100  00 

Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Ripley,  2.">  00 

Fannie  W.  Kimball,  50  00 

Mary  E.  Brown.  50  00 

LEGACIES. 

Benjamin  P.  Clark,  408  06 

Charles  A.  Fobes,  1 00  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  S.  BUTLER. 

Treasurer. 


Charles  Trowbridge,  lumber, 
F.  E.  Davis,  rent  of  hall, 
Same,  rent  of  piano, 
Cemetery  Committee,  fertilizer, 
F.  S.  Conant,  school  supplies, 
Balance  fine  in  criminal  case, 
Interest  on  deposit, 

Cr. 

By  paying  selectmen's  orders, 
Cash  in  treasury, 


Collector's  Report. 


Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  for  1906,  $179  84 

Interest  on  taxes,  "22  67 

Omitted  taxes,  2  00 

  $204  51 

Cb. 

By  treasurer's  report,  $198  91 

Abatement,  5  60 

  $204  51 

Dr. 

To  uncollected  taxes  for  1907,  S732  91 

Interest  on  taxes,  23  46 

  $756  37 

Ck. 

By  treasurer's  receipts,  3574  01 

Abatement,  40  00 

  $(314  01 


$142  36 
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Dk. 


$605  00 
394  00 
3870  00 
118  84 
71  02 
 $5058  86 

Cb. 

By  treasurer's  receipts,  $4111  82 


$947  04 
Respectfully  submitted, 


Taxes  committed  for  collection,  1908 : 
State  tax, 
County  tax, 
Town  tax, 
Overlaying, 
Omitted  tax, 


EDMUND  CODY, 

Collector. 


REPORT  OF 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


REPAIRING  HIGHWAY. 


VV.  A.  IN  ye, 

$4Uo  z4 

r .  Hi.  VV  mslow, 

1  4U  Zl 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

113  00 

J.  C.  Woodis, 

122  34 

L.  P.  Green, 

102  92 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

43  06 

S.  F.  Woodis, 

102  04 

F.  H.  Boyd, 

49  00 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

8  00 

Robert  Forrest, 

6  45 

J.  L.  Smith, 

11  98 

Robert  D  welly, 

17  50 

Peter  Trumble, 

6  58 

F.  E.  Loring, 

12  50 

W.  W.  Russell, 

1  49 

Paul  Wheeler, 

1  20 

B.  S.  Reed, 

3  50 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son, 

3  10 

John  Gilboy, 

2  01 

N.  J.  Green, 

70  00 

Edwin  Green, 

8  40 

R.  F.  Parker, 

17  20 

G.  S.  Butler, 

1  50 

$1252  22 
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BUILDING  AND  REPAIRING  BRIDGES. 


•aid  W.  A.  Nye,  $65  00 

Edwin  Green,  14  00 

S.  F.  Woodis,  24  50 

J.  C.  Woodis,  22  75 

F.  H.  Boyd,                 '  23  10 

R.  F.  Parker,  12  80 

H.  D.  Bullard,  16  36 

W.  R.  Dean,  32  62 

'  A.  B.  Spooner,                                           '  30  56 


$241  69 

WILLIAM  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  of  the  Poor. 


Paid  for  aid  furnished  Job  Simmons,  $237  03 

For  aid  furnished  Charles  Wiuslow,  113  04 

For  aid  furnished  Almira  Woodis,  31  10 

For  aid  furnished  James  O'Brien,  (State  pauper),     7  48 

For  aid  furnished  William  Maynard,  (State  pauper),  1  50 

Jesse  Allen,  overseer,  25  00 

Edmund  Cody,  overseer,  8  00 

William  H.  Parkman,  overseer,  10  00 

Postage  and  telephoning,  2  00 


$435  15 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN. 
W.  H.  PARKMAN, 
EDMUND  CODY, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Free  Public  Library. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  $10  51 

Fines  and  cards,  4  47 

Received  from  town,  62  00 

  $76  98 

Cr. 

Paid  F.  E.  Davie,  librarian,  37  00 

G.  N.  Briggs,  exchange  of  books  for 

Coldbrook,  25  00 

For  books  and  papers,  7  25 

For  express  and  postage,  4  41 

Balance  on  hand,  3  32 

  $76  98 

Number  of  catalogued  volumes  in  the  library,  1614 
Added  during  the  year,  168 
Reference  books,  207 
Circulation,  2726 
Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  62 
Smallest  number  charged  in  one  day,  19 
Number  of  persons  taking  books,  17f> 

Periodicals  fouud  in  the  reading  room  :  Review  of  Re- 


views, Youth's  Companion,  McClure's,  Christian  Endeavor 
World,  Garden  Magazine,  Christian  Herald,  Success,  Woman's 
Journal,  Collier's  Weekly,  Woman's  National  Daily,  Worcester 
Telegram. 


Contributors  to  the  library  during  the  year  :  Rev.  F.  N. 
Peloubet,  Prof.  H.  P.  Wright,  Mrs.  Ellen  Warner,  Fred  S. 
Reed,  Mrs.  H  P.  Wright,  Henry  B.  Wright,  Miss  Alice  L. 
Wright,  William  A.  Burt,  Miss  Laura  Maynard,  Mrs.  Eva  M. 
Tappan,  Mrs.  Jane  Damon,  Oakham  Y.  P.  S.  ('.  K.,  Conant  & 
Parker  Telephone  Company, William  Bullard,  Henry  C.  Fobes, 
Oakham  Base  Ball  Club,  Charles  L.  Randall,  Miss  J.  Etta 
Bullard,  Mrs.  Celia  E.  Fobes,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  Miss 
Laura  G.  Burt,  Philip  Baldwin,  Miss  Catherine  S.  Field,  Mrs. 
M.  M.  Buttertield,  Miss  Eunice  Ayres,  Gardner  M.  Dean, 
Fred  IT.  Parmenter. 

Our  beautiful  new  "Fobes  Memorial  Library  Building"  was 
dedicated,  with  interesting  and  appropriate  exercises,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  August,  ultimo.  Since  October  first  it  has 
been  opened  two  days  each  week  to  the  public,  with  the  very 
best  of  results. 

Especial  mention  should  be  made  of  the  large  and  very 
valuable  collection  of  stuffed  birds  and  animals,  and  Indian 
curiosities  contributed  to  the  Historical  Collection  by  the  late 
William  A.  Burt.  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  his 
many  friends. 

SARA  E.  BUTLER, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 
MINNIE  L.  WOODIS, 

Library  Trustees. 


REPORT  OF 

The  Cemetery  Committee. 


Paid  Ed.  Green,  superintendent,  for  general  care 


cemeteries,  $114  35 

H.  A.  Crawford,  for  paint,  2  00 

M.  S.  Dean,  for  paint  and  grass  seed,  3  05 

C.  A.  Gleason,  for  manure,  7  50 

S.  H.  Bullard,  for  drawing  same,  4  50 


$131  40 

Cr. 

Received  for  fertilizing  individual  lots,  $10  00 


Total  expense,  $121  40 


All  the  cemeteries  have  been  well  cared  for :  marked 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  West  and  South  ceme- 
teries. Twentj'-four  lots  have  been  lawn-mown  and  fertilized, 
the  expense  having  been  borne  by  the  income  from  funds  and 
individual  owners. 

LOTS  NOW  PROVIDED  WITH   PERPETUAL  CAKE. 
West  cemetery.    Maynard,  Gould,  Fobes.  S.  Lincoln, 

Ripley  and  Kimball  lots.  # 
South  cemetery.    Edmand    Dean,    Cheney    Reed  and 

Sumner  Reed  lots. 
South  West  cemetery.    Andrew  Spooner  lot. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
MASON  S.  DEAN, 
J.  P.  FAIRBANK, 

Cemetery  Cum  millet'. 


JREPOUT  OF 

The  School  Committee. 


APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OTHER  RESOURCES. 


School  fund,  $979  20 

Support  of  schools,  1200  00 

School  superintendent,  60  00 

Medical  inspector,  20  00 

State  return  for  school  superintendent.  187  50 

Education  of  state  children,  97  00 

Education  of  Boston  children,  209  50 

Education  of  Lyman  school  children,  1-i  50 

High  school  tuition  refunded,  208  00 

Sale  of  school  supplies,  '2  58 


$2978  28 

School  Expenses. 

SALARIES. 

Paid  Superintendent  H.  J.  Jones,  $100  00 

Superintendent  C.  L.  Randall,  131  25 

Miss  F.  E.  Bothwell,  342  00 

Miss  Ethel  Braman,  340  00 

Miss  Julia  E.  Connelly,  100  00 

Miss  Celia  E.  MacMahon,  209  00 

Miss  Ruth  E.  Butterfield,  320  00 

Mrs.  Erne  T.  Swindell,  320  00 

Mrs.  George  Edson,  22  00 

Mrs.  Ruth  Dwelly,  musical  instructor,  96  00 


$1H80  25 
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TRANSPORTATION. 


Paid  Mrs.  Georsie  Edson, 

$3  SI 

20 

Miss  Alice  Planning,  drawing  teacher, 

14 

56 

$53 

67 

MIlDILAL  Irs  SP.LC1 102s . 

Paid  Dr.  J.  E.  Pickering, 

$37 

50 

SUPPLIES. 

Paid  for  supplies, 

S-247 

78 

FUEL. 

Jraici  William  Galiney, 

$1 !) 

25 

£j.  x^OUJ  , 

i  \n 

*  'V 

■J.  Keep, 

19 

75 

W.  R.  Dean, 

18 

7 o 

Miss  Fairbanks 

20 

00 

C  arl  Wheeler, 

-'1 

00 

0.  D.  Tottingham, 

20 

00 

$133 

75 

TUITION. 

Paid  town  of  Barre, 

S200 

tut 

REPAIRS. 

Paid  for  repairs. 

Sri  (; 

09 

CARE  OF  HOUSES. 

Paid  Francis  Gaffney, 

$12 

50 

Morton  Butterfield, 

no 

Harlan  Angier, 

in 

55 

Henry  Clifford, 

18 

85 

Carl  Christiansen. 

8 

G5 

May  Robinson, 

■A 

00 

Sadie  Shea. 

00 

Charles  Foster, 

<; 

10 

$71  95 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Paid  Jesse  Allen,  services, 
M.  L.  Woodis,  services, 
J.  N.  Ball,  services, 
Heirs  of  H.  VV.  Lincoln, 


$59  50 
21  00 
1G  00 
8  00 


$104  50 


After  eight  years  of  faithful  service,  our  superintendent, 
Mr.  Herbert  J.  Jones,  resigned  his  position  in  April,  ult., 
going  to  a  district  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  Our  com- 
munity was  greatly  saddened  to  learn  recently  of  his  sudden 
death.  He  was  beloved  and  respected  by  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances.  His  successor,  Mr.  C.  L.  Randall,  is  proving 
himself  both  enthusiastic  and  diligent  in  his  new  position. 


This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  the 
bills  and  vouchers  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
school  committee,  road  commissioner,  library  trustees,  ceme- 
tery committee,  tree  and  fire  waiden,  and  find  them  to  l>e 
correct.  I  have  also  examined  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer 
and  collector  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


MINNIE  L.  WOODIS, 
.lESSE  ALLEN, 
J.  NELSON  BALL, 


Seli  ool  Co  in  m  ittije . 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


W.   M.   ROBINSON.  Auditor. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

The  pupils  named  below  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  number  of  terms  specified  : 

Center  Schools.  One  term:  Helena  Rutherford,  May 
Robinson,  John  Robinson,  Hazel  Robinson,  Pauline  Lee, 
Hazel  Grimes.  John  O'Donnell,  Daniel  O'Donnell,  Leone 
Boyd,  Charlotte  Keep,  George  McDermott,  Annie  Christian- 
sen, James  Garland,  Ella  Ferrin,  George  Grimes,  Julia  Lee, 
Alfred  Morse,  Mary  Warren,  Fred  Thomas,  Grace  Thomas, 
Violet  Guilford,  Walter  Heneck,  Charles  Keep,  Gladys  Stone, 
Edward  O'Donnell. 

Two  terms:  Nellie  Hale,  Evelyn  Clifford,  Allie  Swindell, 
Charles  Christian,  Orton  Butler,  Lavander  Clifford,  Ruth 
Morse,  William  Morse,  Arthur  Rymill,  Rose  Rymill. 

Three  terms:  Orris  Banks,  Raymond  Thresher,  Blanche 
Yeo,  Ida  Yeo,  George  Dean. 

Coldbrook  School.  One  term:  Marion  Winslow,  Lester 
Howe,  EmRoy  Howe,  Henry  Blake,  Walter  Howe,  Eunice 
Harvey,  Beatrice  Monroe,  LeRoy  Monroe,  Albert  Meuchin, 
John  Marshall,  Arthur  Matteson,  Charles  Matteson,  Earle 
Matteson,  John  Matteson,  Mary  Matteson'. 

Tiro  terms:  Ralph  Cody,  Oscar  Halvorsen,  Earle  Lawless, 
Susie  Winslow,  Earle  Parker. 

Three  terms:  Doris  Bruce,  Evelyn  Cody,  Irah  Cody. 

South  School.  One  term:  Jennie  Bullard,  Bernard 
Dean,  Hazel  Robinson,  Lucy  Wright,  Lila  Parkman,  Helena 
Rutherford,  Marion  Rutherford,  Grace  Shea,  Minnie  Shea, 
Nellie  Shea. 

Tv:o  terms:  Ruby  Bullard,  Douglas  Rutherford,  Minnie 
Rutherford,  Sadie  Shea. 

West  School    One  term  :  Edward  Gaffney,  May  Scott. 

Tko  terms:  Annie  Gaffney,  William  Gaffney,  Francis 
Gaffney. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Oakham : 

In  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you 
definite  information  concerning  the  present  condition  of  your 
schools,  and  recommendations  for  their  future  improvement. 

Subjoined  to  this  report  may  be  found  the  reports  of  the 
supervisor  of  music  and  of  the  supervisor  6f  drawing. 


SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
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Sept. 
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Center 

Florence  E. 

North  Brook- 

Grammar 

Bothwell 

field  High* 

30 

'27.7 

26.3 

95.2  4 

132 

Center 

Ethel  M. 

Northfiehl 

Primary 

Braman 

Seminar)  * 

26 

22.9 

20.2 

96.6  2 

127 

Coklbrook 

Ruth  E. 

Worcester 

Butterfield 

Normal 

24 

20.9 

20.2 

96. 7  1 

17 

South 

Effie  T. 

Bane 

Swindell 

High 

18 

14.3 

13.4 

93.7  5 

1 5 

50 

West 

Cclia 

Framinghani 

MeMahon 

Normal* 

17 

15 

14.56 

95.32  3 

14 

♦Indicates  graduate. 
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TEACHERS. 

Changes  in  the  taching  force  have  been  necessary  in  but 
one  school. 

I  found  in  the  town  faithful,  conscientious  and  efficient 
teachers;  leachers  who  have  done  superior  work  in  the  past,  I 
trust  their  efforts  during  the  present  year  have  been  even 
more  effective  than  formerly. 

In  the  one  change  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  make, 
we  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  a  teacher  who  has  done 
most  satisfactory  work  in  the  actual  teaching  of  her  subjects, 
and  whose  ivplifting  influence  upon  her  pupils  has  been  of 
untold  value.  These  efficient  teachers  should  be- retained;  to 
do  so  will  add  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  schools. 

The  salary  question  is  important.  Salaries  are  being 
constantly  increased  in  other  places  ;  the  salaries  in  Oakham 
should  be  correspondingly  raised  or  the  quality  of  our  teach- 
ing force  will  be  relatively  poorer  than  it  was  five  years  ago- 
Or,  in  the  case  of  teachers  who  are  remaining  with  us  for  a 
considerable  length  of  service,  they  will  be  receiving  rela- 
tively less  now  than  the}-  received  five  years  ago.  That  is, 
the  purchasing  power  of  $10  per  week,  is  less  than  it  was 
five  years  ago. 

Our  best  paid  teachers  would  be  hardly  able  to  support 
themselves  had  they  no  homes  for  the  long  vacations.  One 
remedy  for  this  is  to  raise  the  pay  of  teachers  in  the  most 
important  schools  ;  another  is  to  increase  the  length  of  the 
school  year.  I  favor  the  latter  and  recommend  lengthening 
the  school  year,  at  least  for  the  grammar  school,  two  weeks, 
making  thirty-four  weeks  per  year  for  this  school. 

TEXT  BOOKS. 
I  found  the  text  books  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  requiring 
immediate  attention. 

Changes  have  been  made  in  arithmetic,  geographies  and 
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readers.  I  recommend  a  change  in  language  books  during 
the  coming  year.  These  changes  have  been  expensive,  but 
jour  books,  with  the  exception  of  the  language  books,  are  in 
good  condition,  and  the  cost  of  keeping  them  so  will  not  be 
excessive. 

READING. 

I  have  chosen  reading  as  an  important  type  of  the 
"common"  studies.  The  Aldine  method  of  reading  has  been 
introduced  in  the  primary  grades  this  year.  I  believe  that  I 
am  justified  in  reporting  marked  progress  in  the  reading  of 
these  grades. 

I  do  not  wish  publicly  to  advocate  the  Aldine  system  in 
preference  to  the  Ward,  the  Gordon,  or  any  other  ;  but  I  do 
wish  to  advocate  some  system  in  preference  to  no  system.  In 
primary  work  I  firmly  believe  in  using  a  system  of  readingj 
and  in  using  it  to  get  out  of  it  all  there  is  in  it. 

New  reading  material  has  been  secured  for  the  pupils  of 
the  upper  grades  also  ;  and  I  feel  that  I  may  claim  for  these 
grades,  improvement. 

.  In  arithmetic,  language,  geography,  history,  the  so-called 
essential  studies,  I  believe  that  advance  has  been  made. 

DRA  WING. 

By  the  advice  and  through  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Frederic 
L.  Burnham,  Agent  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  Miss 
Alice  E.  Manning  has  served  since  November  17,  1908,  as 
supervisor  of  drawing  in  our  schools. 

Being  without  experience  in  the  actual  work  of  supervision, 
Miss  Manning  has  thus  far  given  her  services  ;  the  only 
expense  to  the  town  has  been  that  of  transportation. 

While  I  admit  that  the  making  of  pretty  pictures  is  only 
an  accomplishment,  I  claim  that  the  power  to  express  one's 
observations  on  paper,  to  conceive  and  execute  original 
designs,  to  make  working  drawings,  to  draw  a  table,  chair,  or 
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bureau  which  one  may  wish  to  have  constructed,  to  obtain 
skill  of  the  hand  to  execute  the  conception  of  the  mind,  is  a 
practical  education.  I  trust  that  we  may  continue  to  have  an 
expert  to  give  instruction  in  drawing  in  our  public  schools. 

MUSIC. 

The  old-time  singing  school  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  It 
often  accomplished  its  mission  well  ;  but,  though  some  may 
wish  it  back,  it  has  gone  forever.  If  our  children  do  not 
learn  the  elements  of  music  in  the  public  schools,  where  shall 
they  learn  them?  Our  schools  must  educate,  not  for  school, 
but  for  life. 

I  am  pleased  to  find  that  you  have  appreciated  the 
importance  of  this  subject  and  that  you  are  employing  a 
specialist  to  teach  music  in  the  schools.  I  am  pleased  with 
the  work  of  the  supervisor  and  with  the  progress  of  the  pupils. 
TEACHERS'  MEETINGS. 

Teachers'  meetings,  have  been  held  in  Oakham  on 
September  9,  October  28  and  December  17.  These  meetings 
have  been  conducted  by  the  superintendent  and  participated 
in  by  the  teachers. 

On  January  25,  1909,  the  State  Board  of  Education  held 
an  institute  at  Holden  for  the  teachers  of  this  district.  It 
was  practical  and  of  great  help  to  our  teachers.  Addresses 
were  made  by  Agents  Wan  en,  Macdonald,  Prince  and 
Burnham,  and  by  others. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  support  and  co-operation  of  my  colleagues.  I  also 
wish  to  thank  the  committee  for  the  courteous  treatment  and 
generous  support  accorded  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  L.  RANDALL, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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Report  of  the  Supervisor  of  Music. 


To  Charles  L.  Randall,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Sir:  —  Your  supervisor  has  visited  each  school  once 
a  week  during  the  term.  Work  was  plauned  for  the  regular 
teacher  to  do  between  her  lessons. 

We  are  able  to  report  advancement,  especially  in  reading, 
time  and  pitch.  It  has  been  proven  that  ninety-five  per  cent, 
of  the  children  cau  learn  to  sing,  and  that  all  can  learn  to 
read.  Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  written  work, 
as  it  fixes  the  principles  in  the  mind  of  the  child.  An  exami- 
nation has  been  given  twice  each  term,  which  has  proven 
satisfactory. 

The  Fourth  Reader  of  the  New  Educational  series  is  now 
used  in  all  the  schools,  with  one  exception.  Three  part  work 
has  been  introduced  successfully  in  the  Center  Grammar  and 
Coldbrook  schools.  Some  of  the  best  music  published  is  being 
used.    Great  interest  is  shown  by  both  children  and  parents. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  superintendent 
and  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-operation  with  me  in  the 
work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RUTH  B.  DWELLEY, 

Supervisor  of  Music. 

Oakham,  Mass.,  Feb.  22,  1900. 
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RexDort  ol  the  Supervisor  of  Drawing. 


Mr.  C.  L.  Randall,  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

My  dear  Sir:  —  On  November  17,  1908,  I  began  work  as 
supervisor  of  drawing  in  grades  one  to  eight,  inclusive,  of  the 
Holden  public  schools.  Shortly  afterward,  I  was  given  charge 
of  the  drawing  in  all  the  schools  of  Paxton  and  of  Oakham. 

I  found  the  work  unorganized,  and  of  such  uneven  quality 
that  children  of  the  same  grades  in  different  schools  were 
wholly  unable  to  deal  with  the  same  problems — a  condition  as 
deplorable  as  if  the  subject  were  history  or  arithmetic. 

My  work,  therefore,  has  been  that  of  organization.  So  far 
as  possible,  in  the  twelve  weeks  spent  in  these  towns,  I  have 
brought  the  drawing  up  to  a  single  good  standard,  so  that 
henceforth  we  may  all  work  together  with  that  one  definite 
aim  which  is  so  necessary  for  good  results  of  any  kind. 

The  time  alotted  for  drawing  in  each  school  is  one  hour  a 
week.  This  is  divided  into  two  thirty-minute  lessons,  one 
taught  by  me,  the  other,  according  to  my  direction,  by  the 
grade  teacher.  In  this  short  time  it  is  manifestly  impossible 
to  deal  with  each  grade  separately,  especially  in  schools  con- 
taining eight  or  nine  grades.  Therefore,  it  has  seemed  best 
to  classify  the  work  as  Primary,  Intermediate  and  Grammar, 
and  to  plan  lessons  that  shall  be  of  equal  educational  value  to 
all  the  children  in  each  division.  In  this  task,  I  have  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  Mr.  Frederic  L.  Burnham,  State  Agent 
for  the  Promotion  of  Manual  Arts  in  Massachusetts.  Together 
we  are  working  out  a  course  of  study  by  which  we  intend  to 
give  the  children  of  these  towns  a  very  definite  and  thorough 
training  in  drawing. 
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I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  teachers  who  have 
welcomed  and  assisted  me  so  cordially,  and  to  the  children 
whose  enthusiasm  and  persistent  effort  have  made  my  work 
with  them  delightful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  E.  MANNING, 

Supervisor  of  Drawing  for  Holden,  Paxton  and  Oakham. 
Holden,  Massachusetts,  Feb.  20,  1909. 
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TOWJS  CLERK'S  REPORT  OF 

BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  and  DEATHS 

For  the  Year  1908. 


BIRTHS. 

DATE.  CHILD'S  NAME.  PARENT'S  NAME. 

January  14,  daughter,  Dorothy  Preston,  to  John  P.  and 

Minnie  M.  Day. 
March  7,  daughter,  Arline  Vivian,  to  Richard  and  Grace  A. 

Prevost. 

March  12,  daughter,  Margaret  Catherine,  to  Anthony  and 
Margaret  Peezze. 

April  30,  son,  Wilbur  Walzs,  to  William  H.  and  Susan  Park- 
man. 

May  4,  son,  John  Raymond,  to  James  and  Mary  Leyden. 
September  14,  son,  Franklin  Theodore,  to  George  A.  and 
Maud  Briggs. 

October  10,  daughter,  Blanche  M.,  to  Robert  E.  and-  Blanche 
Forrest. 

MARRIAGES. 

September  26,  George  A.  Graton, 

Mrs.  Margaret  O.  Sullivan. 
October  1 3,  Philip  S.  Malcolm, 

Alice  B.  Allen. 
October  20,  Clarence  H.  Prentice, 

Frances  F.  Needham. 
November  29,  .J.  Everett  Pickering,  M.  D., 

Mildred  F.  Bliss. 
December  8,  Clayton  C.  Adams, 

Eva  A.  Stone. 


37 


DEATHS. 


sr. 

M. 

D. 

January  15,  George  F.  Vaughan, 

To 

2 

20 

January  30,  William  S.  Spear, 

84 

0 

7 

February  2,  Sumner  Reed, 

78 

9 

19 

March  4,  Dea.  Horace  W.  Lincoln, 

69 

11 

26 

May  5,  Stephen  Heneck, 

11 

May  .">,  James  O'Brien, 

63 

July  30,  McDougall, 

0 

0 

0 

August  2,  Mrs.  Martha  E.  McDougall, 

29 

11 

5 

September  4,  William  A.  Burt, 

63 

9 

3 

October  10,  Mrs.  Mary  Moran, 

70 

October  11,  Mrs.  Blanche  F.  Forrest, 

26 

4 

26 

December  20,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sloan, 

73 

6 

19 

December  31,  Denny  W.  Needham. 

30 

9 

8 

BURIED  IN  TOWN. 

February  19,  Mrs.  Jennie  E.  Elliott, 

74 

4 

6 

July  1,  Mrs.  Alice  Nicoll, 

46 

10 

6 

October  28,  Walter  Parker, 

41 

4 

23 

November  25,  Miss  Ida  Colton. 

74 

Population,  5 1  9. 

Number  of  voters,  male,  133;  female,  10. 
Number  of  dogs  licensed,  77  ;  male,  G8  ;  female,  9. 
Number  of  hunter's  licenses  issued,  9. 


JESSE  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Commonwealth  ol  Massachusetts. 

WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  Walter  R.  Dean,  or  either  of  the  constables  of  the  town 
of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  known  as  "Memorial  Hall,"  on  Monday, 
the  fifth  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles  : 

Article  1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator,  to  preside  at  all 
town  meetings,  except  for  election  of  State  officers,  during  the 
coming  year. 

Article  "id.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  od.  To  choose  a  Town  Clerk,  one  Selectman, 
one  Assessor,  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  one  School  Committee, 
one  Library  Trustee,  one  Cemetery  Committee,  for  three  years, 
Collector  of  Taxes,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Tree  Warden,  High- 
way Surveyor,  three  Fence  Viewers  and  six  Constables,  for  one 
year.  Also  to  choose  one  Assessor  for  two  years  to  fill  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  S.  H.  Billiard.  Also  to  vote 
"Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to  the  question,  "Shall  license  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?"  all 
on  one  ballot.  The  polls  to  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Article  5th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  Gth.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers,  as 
required  under  Chapter  79,  Section  18,  Revised  Laws. 

Article  7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  roads  for 
the-  ensuing  year. 

Article  9th.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  such  sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  11th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  1 2 1 b .  To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
or  persons  to  care  for  the  Town  Hall,  Town  Clock  and  Library 
Building  for  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  loth.  To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  14th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  15th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  their 
valuation  by  the  Assessors  printed  the  ensuing  vear. 

Article  16th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  proper  observance  of  "Memorial  Day." 
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Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  some  person 
or  persons  as  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits  that  may 
be  brought  for  or  against  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  18th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action 
towards  purchasing  any  chemical  fire  extinguishers,  or  fire 
wagon,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  19th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  to  further  grade  around  the  "Fobes  Memorial  library 
building,"  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate any  money  to  purchase  a  new  road  scraper. 

Article  21st.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  of  the  provis- 
ions of  Chapter  209  of  the  Acts  of  1908,  entitled,  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  protection  of  forest  or  sprout  lands  from  fire." 

Article  22d.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  change  the 
location,  so  as  to  straighten  the  road,  at  a  point  adjoining  land 
of  Gardner  Dean,  and  make  appropriation  for  the  same. 

Article  23d.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  the  north 
side  of  "Memorial  Hall"  shingled. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  Ivy  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  Post  Offices, 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting  house,  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  March,  in 
this  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine. 


GARDNER  M.  DEAN, ~)  Selectmen 
JOHN  P.  DAY,  y  of 

WILLIAM  C.    PLISS,  )  Oakham. 


HECKMAN 

BINDERY  INC. 
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JAN  97 
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